LETTER FROM OUR RECTOR

Dearly Beloved,
We have just entered the great season of thanksgiving, expectation, and hope. During Advent, we are called
to prepare our hearts for the Christmas season as we celebrate the incarnation of God in Christ who came to us in
human form. The word Advent means “coming” in Latin.
The first Sunday in Advent also marks our Church
New Year as we move from year A to year B in our three
-year liturgical calendar. For those new to the Episcopal
church, Advent is celebrated on the four Sundays before
Christmas. You will notice a change in our church colors
from green to blue and the addition of an advent wreath
below the lectern. Each Sunday before the service begins, we say a special prayer as the acolyte lights one of
the four Advent candles.
Advent is a time to slow down: it offers us spiritual
relief from the pressures of daily life. It also provides an
antidote to the commercialization of the holiday season.
During Advent, I will encourage all of us to slow down
and prepare our hearts and minds for the arrival of Christ
and the true celebration of the twelve days of Christmas:
December 25-January 5. It is important we mark this Advent season with prayer and spiritual discipline. Some of
us will light our own Advent wreaths in our homes.
Many of us made wreaths at the intergenerational advent
event last Sunday in the Common Room of Stormes
Hall. Others of us will bring out the traditional wreaths
we use each year and say a prayer as we light our candles. Several of us also have advent calendars to help us
remember to pray and read scripture.

One important way to give thanks to God in this season, is to prayerfully consider a financial commitment to
God’s service through our church. We held our commitment Sunday on November 19 and many of you turned
in your cards on that Sunday. Others are still considering their gift to God through our parish. We count on
each one of your gifts so that we can continue to do
God’s work at St. Paul’s by-the-Sea WITH your help.
We at SPBTS have been truly blessed and we have given
much to our church, our children, youth and adult programs, and to those in our community and beyond.
Our Advent contemplation of our many blessings provides an opportunity to remind ourselves of the words we
use at our Sunday service: “All things come of thee O
Lord, and of Thine own have we given thee.” God has
entrusted us with "talents" for us to use to increase God's
Kingdom. Our faith calls us to return those blessings in
our service and financial pledge to God and God’s people.
Please commit to pledge a portion of your income to
God’s church. Such giving brings us true joy and enables
us to continue our programs and do more for the furtherance of God’s Kingdom. If you have yet to pledge to the
church, please make your prayerful commitment to do so
in the coming weeks. If you are new to the church, you
may wish to discuss your pledge with a member of the
clergy or with Stewardship Chair, Alan Ennis, 246-5632.
May God continue to bless each of you for the gifts
you bring to SPBTS as we work together for the furtherance of God’s Kingdom. Have a blessed and Holy Advent and Christmas. Our service times are on page two.

Thank you, Tom Schifanella, for the great photos of our celebration!
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A

giant

Susie Miller won Wendell
Shepherd’s cake! Lucky lady!

thank you
goes out to
everyone who
volunteered and
donated to support
our
special event!

Many thanks to our Incredible Edible’s committee who prepared items year-round for the sale. Please take a moment to
thank Evie Gabrielle; her committee chairs: Ann Brodt, Liz Collins, Diane Cooper, Carolyn Evans, Nancy Grinstead,
Nye Nicholson, Jeanne Reichmann, Dave and Pat Rakowski, Sally Roberts, Vickie Taylor, and Virginia Wood. We also
thank the many parishioners who donated items and helped with set up and tear down! Couldn’t do it without you!

Christmas Service Times &
Holiday Office Hours

This year, the 4th Sunday of Advent lands on
Christmas Eve. We will begin Sunday, December 24
with Lessons and Carols service at 9am.
Then, that evening we will celebrate the
birth of Jesus at two worship services:
a Family Service with a pageant at 5pm
and a Festival Eucharist at 10pm.
The parish office will be closed December 25 and
26 for Christmas and January 1 for New Year’s.

Brotherhood of St. Andrew’s
5th Annual Raffle Fundraiser

The Brotherhood of St Andrew’s annual Raffle
Tickets are on sale now! To support the Brotherhood’s many ministries of outreach and a chance
to win either a $750, $500, or $250 Visa card.
See any member of the Brotherhood
or call the parish office, 249-4091.
1 ticket: $5 / 5 tickets: $10 / 10 tickets: $20
Winners will be drawn on
December 17 during Coffee Hour.
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New Website in the Works for February Launch

Sharp, fresh look! Integrated Calendar!
Video Links! Easier navigation! Soon
to follow the launch, the ability to register for dinners and events, monitor
your giving and pledge history, and
download a mobile-ap to help you connect with your church family. Lots
more info coming soon!
A note of thanks ...
It’s been three weeks now in
my new apartment. I love it thanks to the church!
~William Adams

Lenten Meditations
Incredible that it is time to begin planning for Lent while we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus. Every year St. Paul’s by-the-Sea creates a
Lenten booklet with meditations written by members of our church family.
The theme for this year’s Lenten Meditation booklet is Transforming Our
World. We are looking for volunteers
to write meditations for the 2018
booklet. Meditations should be between 100-200 words. All writings are
anonymous and authors will be recognized in a list of contributors at the
end of the booklet. Scripture for the
day will be provided along with additional instructions. If you are interested in writing a meditation, please contact Jeane Richards, 910-9354 or
jeanefrichards@att.net). All meditations will be due by January 15, 2018.

Best Shrimp Dinner at the Beaches!
Save the Date! The Brotherhood of St. Andrew will host their Annual
Shrimp dinner on Saturday, February 10 in the Parish Hall from 5:30
to 8:30pm. For those with allergies, an alternative will be available.
This is an adult night out event: child care will be available. Prepaid
reservations are required and cost $15 per person. Proceeds from this
event go toward the Brotherhood’s outreach efforts, international, national, and local. You won’t want to miss this! Eat, drink, and be happy, for Lent begins the next Wednesday !

Second Friday Lunch Bunch

The Second Friday Lunch Bunch will meet at
Ellen’s Kitchen in Neptune Beach on December 8 and January 12 at 12:30. Join us for a
delicious brunch/lunch and some wonderful
fellowship. All are welcome – no need to have
signed up! Come and bring a friend!

Milestones
Baptism: Matthais (Max) John Pollock, November 5
Deaths: Buddy Grizzard, October 30
Erica Milton, November 3
Bill Jones, November 4
John Cooney, November 14
Pat Borno, November 19

Rector’s Bible Study

Who are the 3 horsemen? What does 666 really mean?
Is the book of Revelation a book of comfort or destruction? Why was it the last book included in the New
Testament? Rev. Louanne invites you to delve into the
book of Revelation with her on December 3, 10, and 17
at 8:45am in the Common Room of Stormes Hall.

-4Please accept the thanks of the group traveling to Cuba in early January for
supporting our fundraising efforts. Traveling to Cuba is very expensive and there
are charges associated with taking supplies from the U.S. to Cuba, on both sides.
The Cuban lunch on November 5 was very successful and we raised enough
money to cover our transportation from Jacksonville to Miami and to pay for the
overweight
charges of the sewing supplies we are taking to the women of San Pablo and Santa
Maria. On Sunday, December 10 during
coffee hour, the few remaining bags of
dry mix and some frozen already-made
Cuban black bean soup will be available
for sale to finish out our fundraising.
The group of ten women from SPBTS
include: Felicia Boyd, Karan Gilbert,
Babette Kissam, Louanne Loch, Monica
MacKenzie, Clicker Morgan, Lulee Rady,
Jeanne Reichmann, Betsy Schifanella and
Anne Wiggins. Most of them are pictured
here with the sewing supplies so generously donated by members of our congregation. We are leaving on January 6 and
returning on January 13. This is the first
trip to Cuba during Epiphany and we are excited about celebrating this time of year with those in Cuba. On Sunday, January 14, we will host the Ministry Spotlight coffee hour and will be available to talk about our adventures. We hope you will join us for this special coffee hour!
by Anne Wiggins

Beaches Fine Arts Series
December brings a wonderful holiday program
featuring the renowned ensemble, DANÚ, straight
from Ireland to Beaches Fine Arts Series. Singers,
instrumentalists, and possibly dancers, will perform “A Christmas Gathering” on Sunday, December 17 at 5pm. Don’t miss this
fabulous program of Christmas music straight from lovely Ireland at St.
Paul’s by-the-Sea!
Also in December, the UNF Cello Studio will feature their great students performing all six of the Bach
Cello Suites on December 1 at the
UNF Recital Hall. Two of UNF’s
talented cellists are also members of our Board of
Trustees, and this particular concert will benefit
Beaches Fine Arts Series. We are very grateful to
UNF and to them! Join us to hear some very talented students on December 1 at 7:30pm.
On Sunday, January 21 at 4pm, organist Adam
Brakel will perform a concert at St. John’s Cathe-

by Kathy Wallis

dral. Renowned for his fiery skills as an organist,
Adam has been called “the Franz Liszt of the organ” by Florida NPR.
If you would like to be added to our e-blast list
or to our “snail mail” list, please call our office
and leave us your name, address,
email, and phone number. Our eblasts are sent out prior to each concert as a reminder; our regular mail
goes out once or twice a year.
Please consider an end of the
year donation to BFAS to support
our free concerts and educational
outreach programs. Our city support
was cut by $5000 this year, in spite of earning the
highest score in our level, and our State support
was also cut by $5000. You can make a donation
on line at www.beachesfinearts.org or by sending
us a check. Many thanks!
Wishing all of you a beautiful and blessed
Christmas and a very happy 2018!

-5Christmas is upon us, and SPY
has been hard at work! Our high
schoolers helped out at New Beginnings, a great weekend retreat at
Camp Weed for youth, ages 12-15. I
hope that our middle school students
will be able to attend next year!
Our Thanksgiving Food Drive
was a success. We were able to provide Thanksgiving baskets of food
to four families in need. Thank you
so much to everyone who donated.
This is always a service project that
we enjoy doing, and we look forward to doing it again next year!
Our youth room is on its way to being decorated in preparation for Advent and Christmas thanks to our SPY members. But
more importantly, we sponsored an intergenerational Advent
wreath making event in the Common Room of Stormes Hall.
Everyone had a great time putting together their Advent wreaths
and helping others do the same. We hope the wreaths will enhance the season of Advent for our church families.
Looking toward December, we have a lot going on! On December 3, we plan to shop for our Angel Tree family’s Christmas gifts. On December 10, from 2-4pm our
youth and the youth from St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Fernandina will go to Velocity Trampoline Park
together. And finally, on December 17 we will help out with
Church Without Walls - first we will worship with the homeless
population of downtown Jacksonville and then we serve them
lunch. The following Wednesday, December 20, we are going
to dig out our Christmas sweaters and have our Christmas Party.
We invite all youth to join us on Wednesdays from 6-7pm;
on Sundays from 4-6 our middle schoolers meet and from 5:308pm our high schoolers meet. Thanksgiving passes and we move
into Advent, I couldn’t be more thankful for our youth and
church family!

Lunch & Learn

“I did think I did see all Heaven before me and the great God himself”
~ GF Handel, 1741. Handel’s Messiah: Was it a miracle? Join Lynne
Radcliffe at December’s Lunch and Learn on December 5!

Next Baptism Sunday

January 7 is our next Baptism Sunday. Please contact Jerri, 249-4091
to inquire about baptism.

There are a few more individuals available on our Angel Tree in the
Christopher Lobby. The family members on the Angel Tree are provided to us by the Episcopal Children’s Services Early Head Start program. This is an opportunity to provide assistance to children and families who are living in poverty, have been victims of domestic violence,
or face other circumstances, which place them in critical need.
Each angel on the tree has an individual’s name, age, gender, clothby Martha Milton
ing sizes, and wish list items. Take as many names as you’d like to
sponsor. Fill in the log at the base of the tree so that we have a record of the names you collected. Bring your gifts
to the church by December 10, when they will be blessed during the services. Thank you for your support!
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LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING AT BEACHES EPISCOPAL SCHOOL !

Admission News ~ January Open House

We invite you to attend the Admissions Open House on Thursday, January 11, 2018. Learn
about the educational opportunities that BES students experience that will not only prepare them to be successful for the next stage, but also set them on a trajectory toward
living remarkable lives. Join us at 9am for a personal tour of the campus, refreshments,
and a question and answer session with BES administration and parents. Prospective
parents should contact Ashley Davis, Admissions Director, 246-2466 x137 or adavis@beachesepiscopalschool.org for more information or to schedule an individual school tour.

Lessons and Carols

BES students will celebrate the Christmas season
with the annual Lessons and Carols program on
Wednesday, December 13 at 9am in the church.
Christmas hymns will be sung, and 6th graders
will perform a nativity play. SPBTS members are
invited to attend.

Upcoming Events
Event
Lessons and Carols
Christmas Break
Admissions Open House
BES Social at Top Golf

Date
Wednesday, December 13, 8:30am
December 19 - January 2
January 11
March 9
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December
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
2
8:30a Icon Work- 8a B’hood of
shop
St. Andrew’s
10:30a John
Cooney Svc.
3
4
7:30a Eucharist
8:10a BES Chapel
8:15a Breakfast
7p Guild of the
9a Disc the Bible
Christ Child
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s SS
11:30a Steel Drum
4p SPY

6
7:30a Eucharist
8:10am BES Chapel
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Yoga
3:30p Child. Choir
4:30 SPY music
5p Handbell Choir
6p SPY
7p Chancel Choir

7
7:30a BES Exec
Board
11am Jonathan
Stone funeral
6:30p EFM

8
12:30p Lunch
Bunch

9
10am Pat Borno
funeral

10
11
12
7:30a Eucharist
8:10a BES Chapel 10a Staff Mtg
8:15a Breakfast
6:30p BES Board 8p AA Meeting
8:45a Rector’s
Bible Study
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s SS
11:30a Steel Drum
4p SPY

13

14
6:30p EFM

15

16
Habitat Build
8a B’hood of
St. Andrews
8a DOK

17
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s SS
11:30 Steel Drum
12:30p SpyChurch Without
Walls
5p BFAS Christmas Concert

18
BES Christmas
Break begins
BES Holiday
Camp
7p Guild of the
Christ Child

19
BES Holiday
Camp
10a Staff Mtg.
11:30a Lunch &
Learn
8p AA Meeting

20
BES Holiday Camp
7:30a Eucharist
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Yoga
3:30p Child. Choir
4:30p SPY Music
5p Handbell Choir
6p SPY
7p Chancel Choir

21
BES Holiday
Camp
6:30p EFM

22
BES Holiday
Camp

23

24
9a Lessons &
Carols
5p Family
Eucharist
10p Festival
Eucharist

25
Christmas Day

26
Parish Office
closed

27
7:30a Eucharist
8:10a BES Chapel
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Yoga

28
6:30p EFM

29

30

31

5
8a SPY Bkfst
10a Staff Mtg
11:30a Lunch &
Learn: The
Messiah
5:15p Outreach
Committee
8p AA Meeting

7:30a Eucharist
9a BES L&C
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11a St Monica’s
Cathedral
11:30a Yoga
3:30p Child. Choir
4:30p SPY Music
5p Handbell Choir
6p SPY
7p Chancel Choir

UPCOMING EVENTS
January 6 ~ Cuba Outreach Trip
January 7 ~ Celebrating Epiphany, Baptism Sunday
January 26 ~ Diocesan Convention begins
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
7:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
9:00 AM—CHRISTIAN FORMATION
10:00 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
11:30AM-SANDALS, SHORTS & STEEL DRUM SERVICE
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
7:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
10:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
6:00 PM - TAIZE SERVICE (during Lent)

Tidings
from

St. Paul’s by-the-Sea
The deadline for articles to
appear in Tidings is the 15th
of the month.
Please email your articles to
Jerri at jmoats@spbts.net.

