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LETTER FROM OUR RECTOR
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
We are now more than halfway through our Lenten
journey. Ash Wednesday and the season of Lent have
often been referred to as the Christian “Yom Kippur”
or time for atonement. (Some say “at-one-ment). The
liturgical colors for Lent are purple or the natural color
of unbleached linen. The observation of Lent dates
from the fourth century. Our Ash Wednesday liturgy
recounts that in the early church Lent was a time when
new Christian converts were prepared for baptism. It
was also a time when those separated from the body of
Christ were prepared for restoration into the fellowship
of the church.
In the book Dictionary for Episcopalians, Lent is
referred to as “the season of the Church year that runs
for forty weekdays between Ash Wednesday and Easter and is a special season of preparation for Easter.” It
is associated with the forty days that Jesus spent in the
desert/wilderness resisting the temptations of Satan. It
also has undertones of the 40 years the Israelites wandered in the desert before reaching the Promised Land.

Lent is a time of “self denial," and of “reading and
meditating on God’s Holy word” (BCP 265). It is a
season to revisit our values and priorities. It is an occasion to check our spiritual pulse and see if we are truly
loving God with all of our being and our neighbors as
ourselves. Many people observe Lent by undertaking
special programs of study, and practice self-denial in
order to make correctives where necessary.
Therefore, Lent is also a season of renewal. It is a
time to prepare with joy for the Pascal feast of Easter. Joy, love and renewal are as much a part of Lent as
penance. It is a preparation for the “feast of feasts”:
Easter.
I will close with a meditation from the Presbyterian
minister and author, Frederick Buechner. He wrote in
part, “To repent is to come to your senses…that true
repentance is not a measure of your worth but a chance
for a new start….that true repentance spends less time
looking at the past and saying “I am sorry’, than to the
future and saying ‘WOW!’
God bless you and us all,
The Rev. Louanne Loch

SPBTS WELCOMES BISHOP HOWARD ON MAUNDY THURSDAY
So, other than it being the day before Good Friday,
what exactly is Maundy Thursday? A bit of background information may be helpful to those new to the
church and a reminder for others.
The word Maundy comes from
the Latin mandatum novum, which
means new mandate or new commandment. In John 13:34, after Jesus washes the feet of his disciples,
he tells them, “I give you a new
commandment, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved you,
you also should love one another.”
For Christians, Maundy Thursday is a very sacred day. It is sacred
because of the acts associated with
it: Holy Communion, our Lord’s passion (the redemptive suffering of Jesus in the events surrounding his
death), and foot washing. Maundy Thursday also inau-

gurates the Triduum (try-do-um), the three holy days
of Christ’s passion: Maundy Thursday, Good Friday
and Holy Saturday.
The prayer book liturgy for Maundy Thursday provides for celebration of the Eucharist and a ceremony of the washing
of feet. At the end of the ceremony,
the altar is stripped.
This year we are pleased to
welcome our Bishop, The Rt. Rev.
Samuel Johnson Howard, to our
Maundy Thursday observance.
Following the service, and in
response to Jesus’ questioning of
his disciples, “Could you not stay
awake with me one hour?”, we will
have a night-long watch before the altar. Spend a holy
hour in prayer; a sign up sheet for the watch is located
in the Christopher Lobby.
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From the Senior Warden... by Wendy Wolfe

From the rising of the sun to its going down, the LORD’s name is to be praised.~ Psalm 113:3
I think one of the most absolute facts I’ve
learned in my years of vestry and Senior Warden, is
that it NEVER slows down around here. From the
rising of the sun, until its going down, we continually seek, find, pray, praise, nurture, and guide. All
the while praising God’s holy name! Last month we
held our annual meeting, and my many thanks go to
all who attended and participated. As a part of that
meeting we also held elections for foundation, vestry, and convention delegate and alternate. I believe
the election recaps were published in last month’s
Tidings, but it is worth printing here again so everyone has reference to those elected. Newly elected to
the Foundation were Rick Hightower, Ken Nimmich, and Drew Peterson. Ken was elected by the
Foundation members to be the Chair; Drew was
elected as Vice Chair; Martha Milton will assume
the Secretary office; Dwin Ford remains Treasurer.
Newly elected members of the vestry are Charlotte
Crouse, Steve Peck-Headley, and Jeane Richards.
Wendy Wolfe was appointed Senior Warden, and
Alan Ennis was elected by the vestry as Junior Warden. Eileen Nimmich was elected convention delegate, and Richard Byers as alternate delegate. Many
thanks to all that serve on our foundation and vestry
and as Convention Delegates.
In as much, we should all thank, and be thankful
for, those whose leadership terms completed (for

now anyway!). I had the great pleasure of working
with Steve Cuff, Gretchen Henson, and Ken Nimmich for the past three years on vestry. Each
brought special talents and a unique voice to the vestry. They worked tirelessly for our parish, and we
are all better for it – please tell them thank you when
you see them. Same sentiments for the Foundation
members that rolled off (so to speak). Jim Stuck
served as Foundation Chair for three years. His dedication to the Foundation, and to SPBTS is evident
in the many things the Foundation has accomplished
during his tenure. John Fears and Danielle Rodak
also completed their three year terms and their input
and counsel were so valuable.
The vestry and foundation are eager to get to
work! We share a vision with Rev. Loch, and are set
and able to begin new and fabulous things around
here. I encourage your participation in things you
love doing, and every now and then, try something
new. With each of us working toward goals and
missives received from God, there really isn’t any
better place to be than SPBTS.
As we move from Lent into Easter, I pray that
you all are spiritually fed, intellectually challenged,
and ready to participate in the many, many ministry
opportunities we have, and will continue to build on,
in our immediate future! Peace.

Palm Sunday Crosses

Join us in the Parish Hall on Saturday,
April 8th, at 9:00am to make palm
crosses for Palm Sunday. Bring a friend or
the whole family. We will teach you how;
it’s easy!

Milestones

Death: Delavan Baldwin, March 18
Jud Rigby, March 24

April 12, 6pm ~ Seder Dinner
(reservation required)
April 13, 6pm ~ Maundy Thursday Service*
followed by the Maundy Thursday Watch
April 14, 12pm & 6pm ~ Good Friday Service
April 16, Easter Day
6:30am ~ The Easter Vigil*
8:15am ~ Festival Breakfast
10am ~ The Festival Eucharist*
11:30am ~ Egg Hunt
*Child care available
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coming up, the
members of SPY
have stayed busy!
We have continued our weekly
meetings
on
Wednesday and
Sunday evenings.
In collaboration
with St. Marks
and St. Peter’s Episcopal Youth Groups, we visited Velocity Air Sports for some fun on the
trampolines. We enjoyed spending time with
our brothers and sisters in Christ! We have also
started to fundraise for our summer mission
trips. Our high school group will be traveling to
Atlanta, GA for a week of mission in July and our middle school students will be doing a week of mission in Jacksonville. If you would like to make a donation to help us raise money for both trips, contact the church office! All
support is greatly appreciated! In the next few weeks we will be very busy with Holy Week, Easter and Happening
#134! We meet on Wednesday’s for dinner and Bible study from 6-7pm. On Sunday nights, middle school meets
from 4-6pm and high school meets from 5:30-8pm. I sincerely hope that you will join us whenever you can for
food, fun and fellowship!

Easter Flowers

Purchase your TPC tickets
from a SPY member and support their summer mission
trip. SPY receives $25 of each
$50 Stadium Pass ticket.
SPY members will be in the
Lobby during Coffee Hour.
Or you can buy tickets at
www.chipinforyouth.com and
use the code:
STPAULBYTHESEA.

If you would like to provide Easter flowers in memory of,
or in thanksgiving for, a special someone look for the insert in Sunday’s worship bulletins. Your donations will
support the Flower Guild and will bring special music to
our Sunday worship services.

Lay Weeder News
We need helping hands to spruce up the church
grounds for Palm Sunday and Easter Day. Bring
your garden tools and join us on April 1 and 8 from
9am-12pm to prune, plant, and tidy up our gardens.

Incredible Edibles Crafters and More
Thursday morning crafting will start up again at 9:30 on April 27 in the Christopher Lobby. This group works on
various art and crafts projects to sell at Incredible Edibles in November. Everyone is invited to participate, whether you are crafty or not! Watch for something new this year – guest crafters who will show and tell how!
Evie Gabrielle is collecting empty mayonnaise jars which will be filled with delicious soups and sauces for sale on
our big day. Call Virginia Wood 246-4007 if you are donating a large item for the collectible department. Storage
is at a premium and arrangements will have to be made. If you have any space in your attic or garage, please store
your donated items for as long as possible.
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Recycling for Incredible Edibles

Wanted: 8 & 4 ounce Ball, Mason, or Kerr canning jars. Charlotte Crouse would like to keep the cost of
making her jams and preserves down, so she can pass those savings on to you at the next Incredible Edibles. Please place your clean, empty jelly jars in the labeled basket under the table in the reception area
of the parish office.

EXPERIENCE ICON WRITING
This workshop will take you from a plain white board to a finished icon with gold
leaf. Icon means "image" and tells a story with paint and brush rather than pen and
ink. These "windows to heaven" are created in a prayerful, quiet atmosphere with
Gregorian chant playing. No artistic experience is necessary, only an openness to
God’s working through you to create this form of prayer. Several different icons will
be available from which to choose. The class will be held from Monday, April 24th
to Friday, April 28th, 8:30am to 4pm, in the Christopher Conference Room. The cost
is $200 and includes all supplies. Call Ann Brodt, 221-5638, for more information or
to sign up.

Seder Dinner
Let us celebrate the Exodus from Egypt,
God's redemptive liberation of Israel from
slavery and spiritual misery. The purpose of
this Seder is to re-call the dramatic and miraculous events that led to the exodus from
an ancient land of slavery. The Old Testament instructs us to meet when it declares,
"And you shall tell your children on that day,
saying: It is because of what the Lord did for
me when I came out of Egypt." Exodus 12:14
Join us for a Seder Dinner in Stormes Hall
on Wednesday, April 12th, at 6pm. The ceremonial food plus a delicious lamb dinner
(chicken, if you are adverse to lamb) will be
provided for $15 per adult / $3 for children
to age 12. Families are encouraged to attend.
The evening is limited to 125 people, and
reservations must be prepaid. Proceeds will
benefit the youth’s summer mission trips.

Calling Good Shepherds!
by Kelley Letellier
Last year our search committee took our parish survey very seriously. Amongst other things, they focused on finding a Rector who would concentrate on, and facilitate growth. Since
Rev. Loch’s installment, she has done just that. One of the new
ministries she has formed, is the Good Shepherd’s Ministry of
St. Paul’s by-the-Sea. Our purpose is to welcome newcomers
to our church, introduce them to our ministries and to support
our church, by increasing both memberships and involvement
in the many opportunities at SPBTS. Although it has gotten off
to a slow start, the participants that have been involved in these
early stages have had some great experiences and feedback.
We’ve even already attracted new members! Some of the duties of a Good Shepard are to identify and greet visitors and
newcomers, ensure they have signed in at the welcome station,
sit near them if they require help during the service and invite
and escort them to coffee hour. The committee is looking for
additional volunteers to fulfill this role. The anticipated commitment would likely be once per month. If you are so called to
this ministry, please contact Kelley Letellier, at kelley.letellier@jax.ufl.edu or 904-651-6914. Thank you!
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A Report on the 174th Convention
of the Diocese of Florida by Jane White
The 174th Convention of the Diocese
of Florida was held March 23-25,
2017, at St. John's Cathedral, the
Episcopal School of Jacksonville,
and the Jacksonville Marriott. On
Friday, everyone in the diocese was
invited to share in conversation about
"A New Day!" of evangelism and
growth. The Right Reverend and Right Honorable
Dr. Richard Chartres, Bishop of London, was our special invited guest preacher and keynote speaker for the
weekend. Bishop Chartres has led a successful church
growth movement in London and shared with us the
milestones of this movement and engaged us in our
conversation about our own "New Day!" St. Paul's by
-the-Sea was represented by our delegates, Betty
Digges, Sara Rich, Jane White, and of course, our
Rector, The Rev. Louanne Loch.

Church Chuckles
At the first supper...

During a family service, the Rector asked,
“What is grey, has a bushy tail, and gathers nuts in
the fall?” One five year old raised her hand. “I
know the answer should be Jesus,” she began, “but
it sounds like a squirrel to me.”
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Conversations That Matter
9am, Sundays in the Stormes Hall Library

In March, we reflected on Jesus’ act of servanthood when he washed his disciples feet. We contemplated
the Last Supper and the betrayal and arrest of Jesus. On April 2nd, Conversations That Matter wraps up
their Lenten journey with John August Swanson’s What Wondrous Love. We will use the following discussion questions to examine the Gospel of Mark’s account of the crucifixion of Jesus.
1. Dr. Carl Halladay indicates that the Gospel of Mark is remarkable for its starkness and spare detail. Read again the story of Jesus’ crucifixion in Mark, naming places where you see evidence of
this spare and stark style.
2. A powerful and terrible scene in this story comes when Jesus cries, “My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?” Dr. Stephen Kraftchick comments, “If it’s the case that the child of God can
feel abandoned, then it’s possible for the rest of us.” Where today do you see such experiences of
feeling forsaken by God? What do you think this story has to say to such experiences?
3. In the early chapters of Mark, the story of Jesus moves at a rapid clip. Mark often uses the word
“immediately” to describe an action in the narrative and to emphasize how quickly events are
moving. But in this story events slow down. An unusual feature of this story is the way Mark
names the slow passing of time and makes the reader feel the hours crawl by—9 o’clock, noon, 3
o’clock. Why do you think Mark does this? What effect does it have on the story?
4. Dr. Andrea White comments that sometimes Christians focus on the cross of Jesus at the expense of
other aspects of Jesus’ life. The result can sometimes be an unhealthy focus on suffering and pain as
positive marks of the faithful life. Do you see this happening among some Christians today?
5. John August Swanson described the difficulty he experienced in portraying the crucifixion, saying
that he finally decided to respond to this story “from my own heart and emotions.” Describe how
you see this story speaking to our heart and emotions.
April 9&16 - No Conversations That Matter will be held on Palm Sunday or Easter.
April 23 - Bev Stuck will review Barbara Crafton’s Courage to Grow Old.
April 30 - Deacon Bill Carroll will discuss his work with prison ministries at Operation New Hope.

Discover the Bible meets every Sunday in
the Christopher Conference Room at 9am
to discuss the day’s Revised Common
Lectionary lessons. Discussions are led
by lay leaders on a rotating basis, using
Synthesis CE, which is made available
each month to participants. We invite
you to come and gain a clearer understanding of the readings you will hear
from the lectern at the worship service.
Please join us as Lent ends and the Easter
season begins. The facilitators and lessons
for April are listed here:

Date & Facilitator
th

Scripture Readings

Apr 2 - 5 Sunday in Lent
Marie Bingham

Ezekiel 37:1-14; Romans 8:6-11
Psalm 130; John 11:1-45

April 9 - Palm Sunday
Mary Gayhart
April 16 - Easter Day
NO CLASS
April 23 - 2nd Sunday of Easter
Victoria Freeman
April 30 - 3rd Sunday of Easter
Harry Feuerherm

Isaiah 50:4-9a; Philippians 2:5-11
Psalm 31:9-16; Matthew 26:14-27:66
Acts 10:34-43; Colossians 3:1-4
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; John 20:1-18
Acts 2:14a,22-32; 1 Peter 1:3-9
Psalm 16; John 20:19-31
Acts 2:14a,36-41; 1 Peter 1:17-23
Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17; Luke 24:13-35
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Beaches Fine Arts Series by Kathy Wallis
As Beaches Fine Arts Series closes out its 44th
season of free concerts, we hope to see you on
April 30, when we present the renowned French
concert pianist, Alexandre Tharaud, at St. Pauls by
-the-Sea. Alexandre’s varied program will include
works by Scarlatti, Rachmaninov, Mahler, and
Ravel. Doors open at 3:15pm for this
April 30 concert.
For organ music lovers, we have a
summer concert at the St. Augustine
Basilica featuring International Spanish
organist Raul Prieto Ramirez, who is
appearing as a feature of the American
Guild of Organists’ Regional Conference on June
13. Beaches Fine Arts will co-sponsor this event.
As always, BFAS needs your support! We welcome tax deductible donations. If you own a business, we would love to discuss a sponsorship of

Habitat Build, May 6
There will be a Habitat Build
on Saturday, May 6.
Interested in helping?
Please contact Dylan Morgan,
dylan_morgan@comcast.net
or 904-654-6584.

Lunchtime
Foyer Group
Invitation

Attention lunch foyer group! Our
group normally meets on the second Friday of the month at Ellen’s
Kitchen in Neptune Beach. Since
our April meeting would fall on
Good Friday, we will meet instead
on the first Friday, April 7, at
11:30am.
In May our normal
schedule will resume. All are welcome to participate in this group,
whether you signed up or not. Just
come when you can and bring a
friend! For more information, call
Sally Roberts at 221-4463.

one of our concerts, our educational outreach programs, our BFAST triathlon fundraiser in July, or
our First Coast Dancing with the Stars event in
September. If you would like to become a BFAS
volunteer, please contact our office. We need volunteers for BFAST as well as for DWTS.
If you would like to be added to our
mailing list or to our e-blast list, so that
you receive notice of our concerts,
please contact us! Send an email to
Kathy@beachesfinearts.org or leave a
message on our answering machine at
904-270-1771.
The announcement of our 45th Annual Season
of free concerts will be in your next Tidings! We
look forward to sharing this special season with all
of you.

Outreach Committee
Jesus calls us to serve others. We can do this by volunteering with
the many outreach ministries at SPBTS. Helping others is a great
way to share God’s love for us. You can find opportunities to participate in outreach activities here in Tidings, in the weekly eblast, and in the Sunday bulletin. SPBTS has many outreach opportunities! Here are a few that are coming soon. If you are interested, the contact person is provided – you can find their contact
information in the church directory.
• Beaches Habitat House Building – May 6, Contact Dylan
Morgan
• Pablo Towers Music at the Towers Concert & Reception—April 19, Contact Jim Stuck.
• Pablo Towers Daily Dining Room Servers, Contact Jim
Stuck.
• Meals on Wheels – monthly, Contact Ken Nimmich
• Mission House Meals – monthly, Contact Anne Wiggins
or Elle Thornton. Occasional volunteers needed.
• DignityUWear Undies Campaign – ongoing to April 23,
Contact Jeane Richards. Need new underwear for men,
women, and children (including socks). Collection box is
in the Christopher Lobby or checks can be made out to
SPBTS—write “undies campaign” in the memo section.
We encourage you to share yourself and
God’s love with others by volunteering!
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LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING AT BEACHES EPISCOPAL SCHOOL !

Register Online for BES Summer Camp!

Mark your calendars and make plans now for your children to attend the 2017 BES Summer
Camp. Go to our school website,
www.BeachesEpiscopalSchool.org
to register your students online for
this year’s camp program. The camp
will run during the following weeks:
June 12-16, June 19-23, July 10-14, and July 17-21. Camp
is open to students entering prek-4 through 6th grade. You
can fine out more about this year’s camp from Dallas Skornia, Director of Communications at 246-2466 x121 or
dskornia@beachesepiscopalschool.org.
All programs are facilitated by adult educators who are
associated with Beaches Episcopal School.

Upcoming Events at BES
6th Grade Showcase and Band Concert
Thursday, May 18th at 6:30pm in the church
Awards Assembly
Wednesday, May 24th at 8:10am in the church
Graduation Ceremony
Friday, May 26th at 10am in the church

Enrollment
Heating Up!

We are currently accepting applications for
the 2017-2018 academic year. If you know
of families who are looking for an exceptional education for their child, they can
contact Admissions Director, Ashley Davis,
adavis@beachesepiscopalschool.org or 246
-2466 ext. 137. Word of mouth is our greatest source of marketing. You are our most
dedicated advocates, and we truly appreciate your support.
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April
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
7:30a Women’s
Retreat
8a B’hood of
St Andrew
9a Lay
Weeders

2
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast , PH
9a Conversations
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s SS
11:30a Youth Comm
4-8p SPY

5
7a Eucharist
8:10a BES
Eucharist
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Yoga
6p Taize
6p SPY Bible Study
6p Lenten Program

6
7:30a BES Ex Bd
6p EFM , CCR

9
10
11
7:30a Eucharist
8:10a BES
8p AA Meeting
8:15a Breakfast , PH Chapel
7p Chancel Choir
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
Wednesday Music Rehearsals
10a Children’s SS
3:30p Children’s Choir
11:30a Youth Comm
4:30p SPY Choir
4-8p SPY
5p Bell Choir
Chancel Choir is on Tuesday

12
7a Eucharist
8:10a BES Chapel
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11a St. Monica’s
11:30a Yoga
6p Seder Dinner
6p SPY Bible Study

13
MAUNDY THURS
6p EFM canceled
6p Maundy Thurs
Svc w/Bishop
Howard
7p Maundy Thurs
Watch

14
GOOD FRIDAY
BES—no class
12p Good Friday
Service
6p Good Friday
Service

15
HOLY SAT
8a B’hood of St.
Andrew
8a DOK

16
EASTER
6:30a Easter Vigil
8:15a Breakfast
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s SS
11:30a Egg Hunt

17
SPBTS & BES
CLOSED
7p Guild of the
Christ Child

18
11:30a Finance
Meeting
4p UNF Concert
8p AA Meeting

19
7a Eucharist
8:10a BES Chapel
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Yoga
6p SPY Bible Study

20
6p EFM

21

22
11a Tracy
Morris recital

23
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Conversations
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s SS
11:30a Youth Comm
4-8p SPY

24
8:10a BES
Chapel
8:30a Icon Wksp
6:30p Vestry Mtg

25
8:30a Icon Wksp
8p AA Meeting

26
7a Eucharist
8:10a BES Chapel
8:30a Icon Wksp
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Yoga
6p SPY Bible Study
6p Mission House
Meal

27

28
29
8:30a Icon Wksp

30
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Conversations
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s SS
11:30a Youth Comm
4-8p SPY

3
8:10a BES
Chapel
7p Guild of the
Christ Child

4
8a SPY B’fast
8p AA Meeting

Wednesday Music Rehearsals
3:30p Children’s Choir
4:30p SPY Choir
5p Bell Choir
Chancel Choir is on Tuesday
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Wednesday Music Rehearsals
3:30p Children’s Choir
4:30p SPY Choir
5p Bell Choir
7p Adult Choir

8:30a Icon Wksp
9:30a Crafters
6p EFM

8
8a BRASS Ring
9a Palm Cross
Party
9am Lay
Weeders

HAPPENING WEEKEND

UPCOMING EVENTS
May 7—Sandals, Shorts, and Steel Drum service begins, 11:30am
May 14—Mother’s Day
May 25—Office Volunteer Luncheon
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from

Please email your articles to
Jerri at jmoats@spbts.net.

