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LETTER FROM THE RECTOR
In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. ~I Thessalonians 5:18
Dear Beloved in Christ,

dained leadership, you have developed a reputation in
this diocese of being a solid and healthy parish.

First, I am thankful that our parish church and most of
you were spared what could have been major damage
by hurricane Matthew. I spoke with our staff and wardens before and after the hurricane. I also stayed in
communication with your capable Senior Warden, Wendy Wolfe, as the storm passed through.

When I arrived at the church for a short visit before
evacuation, I received a warm welcome and the help of
our sexton Catherine Crose. Several of you prepared
and delivered one of the best Italian meals we have ever eaten.

We understand that the church is her people, and not the
building structure. However, those who designed and
gave generously to build our church and school had the
foresight to build structures meant to withstand strong
wind and rain. Also, I learned that our vestry, staff,
headmaster and school board have a solid disaster plan.
Our capable staff is also prepared to jump into action to
help keep our buildings safe.
Please phone the church office and let us know if any
of you lost items and need help so we can put out a
plea for needed items or assistance.

Eric and I are thrilled to have been called to join you at
St. Paul’s by-the-Sea! Due to your fine lay and or-

Eric and I slipped in to meet many of you at the Oktoberfest on Saturday, October 15th while we were in
Jax Beach unpacking boxes. We both sensed your love
and warmth. I even learned to do the “chicken dance”
and ate wonderful German food. Next year I’ll ask Eric
to buy leiderhausen to honor his German roots!
I look forward to meeting many others on Sunday October 23rd. My first official Sunday will be October
30th. Eric and I are still in the process of our move and
getting our Gainesville home prepared to put on the
market for sale. We plan to have most of the work done
by my start date on Monday October 24th, with just a
few back and forth trips to tie up loose ends. Thank you
for your continued prayers.
Last month, I shared with the Senior Warden that I
would like for us to have several “Rector Wants to
Know You” events in order to meet as many of you as
possible in smaller groups. It is my hope to have two or
three before and four more after the New Year. I would
also like to have a meet and greet with parents and children at the school.
You may be interested in hosting an event in which 2025 people can gather in your home or back yard for
wine and cheese and alternate beverages. If you would
like to host an event, on a Monday or Tuesday, please
contact our parish administrator, Jerri Moats or our
chair of evangelism, Ken Nimmich at knimmich@comcast.net. I look forward to meeting each of
you and begin putting names with faces.

Rev. Louanne Loch greets the children from
Beaches Episcopal School at Wednesday’s chapel.

My thoughts for moving forward: When I read your
parish profile, three challenges were identified. They
continued on page 2

-2were church growth
and attendance (especially families and young people). Another was a desire for more educational opportunities. Also listed was the creation of a fresh
vision for the future.
I look forward to working closely with our headmaster Martha and our children and youth director
Brooks as well as our vestry and committee chairs
to create a fresh vision for our parish. I also have
some ideas to create more opportunities for fellowship, education, and a plan for church growth.
On November 6th, we will celebrate the saints of the
church and baptize two new saints. This is one of
the church’s high holy days. Most of you know All
Saints’ Sunday is a time to give thanks to God, and
to celebrate and remember the lives of those who
have gone before us. It is also a time to celebrate the
lives of the Saints still toiling in the vineyard.

who have died in the past year and those for whom
prayers have been requested. Please let the church
office know the names and spelling of your loved
ones to be remembered.
As we are all aware, we are also in the midst of our
stewardship season. Stewardship is a year-round celebration of giving to God our time talent and treasure. Pledge cards have gone out, and I ask us all to
prayerfully consider our blessings and return to God
from what God has generously given to each of us.
“All things come of thee O Lord, and of thine own
have we given thee.”
May God bless each and every one of you for the
gifts you bring to ministry at St. Paul’s by-the-Sea
Episcopal parish as we work for the furtherance of
God’s Kingdom here in the beaches community.
Thank you all for your warm welcome and support
of me as your new Rector.

In remembrance of those saints who have gone before us, we will pray for those in our parish family

Incredible Edibles~November 19th

Incredible Edibles is the largest single fund raiser at St. Paul’s bythe-Sea. All proceeds are spent on the
enhancement of our church. Your participation is not only very much appreciated, but very important.
Committee members will be on hand
Friday, November 18th from 7:30am
until 3pm to receive your donations.
Please wrap and label all foods securely. Team members will help you with
the pricing. As in years past, this event
will feature delicious homemade holiday foods, including frozen soups and casseroles, jams, jellies,
cookies, cakes, pies, bread and much more. There will also be the
famous French Café serving coffee and beignets in the morning
and a light lunch to eat in or take out. In addition, there will be collectibles of every description as well as arts and crafts and decorations. Themed gift baskets will be featured once again. The doors
will open Saturday morning at 8am and the fun continues until
2pm. Come early; bring your friends. We’ve got something for
everyone!

The Rev. Louanne Loch+
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by Wendy Wolfe
November at SPBTS usually means two
things to me – Stewardship Campaign and Incredible Edibles. I, personally, especially enjoy the
‘edibles’ part!! For some, it’s also a little lull time
to get ready for the holiday season, but not around
here! November will be full of programs, events,
and worship.
Our Stewardship Campaign, “Living Generously” has begun and will conclude with blessing
our pledges on November 20th. I hope you will
prayerfully consider the good works of our church
and the impact we have here for our spiritual
growth and to our community. We have seen
many positive additions to our ministries this year,
and we will continue to grow and add to them in
the coming months and years.
We celebrated a great Oktoberfest, thanks to
Ann Brodt and crew; as always it was a fun event
with wonderful food, music, dancing, and fellowship. We also celebrated the ministry of Reed and
Nancy with a great potluck lunch.
The Freemans’ presence at SPBTS over the
past 15 months was truly a blessing to us all, and
we wish them the very best in their new venture.
Many thanks to Anne Wiggins and her army for
coordinating the event.
Brooks Slater and our youth are constantly
busy with events, Bible study, service and just
plain fun; we encourage and support activities that
give our kids a opportunities to grow spiritually.
We joyously welcome our new Rector, Rev.
Louanne Loch and her husband Eric to our SPBTS
family. I know that Rev. Loch has hit the ground

running, and I am so excited to see her vision become ours. Rev. Loch started with us on October
24th and we are now moving from our ‘transitional
time’ into a new chapter at SPBTS. Our parish
survey indicated many areas that we, as a congregation, believe we can grow, motivate, nurture,
serve, and live our lives in Christ together. We
have so many opportunities here; let’s get started!!
Our campus, and our BES campus, survived
Hurricane Matthew with only minor damages. A
few trees, a few limbs, and some water intrusion
into the Christopher Building office area were
identified and cleaned up as soon as it was safe to
be back home. We did need to cancel our regular
Sunday services, and did so out of regard for the
safety of our congregation, our supply priest, and
our facilities. Many thanks to the staff for their
efforts before and after the storm. We especially
thank Catherine Crose, our sexton, and Ken Nimmich, our Junior Warden, for the preparation and
post storm efforts.
As always, my thanks go out to the BES and
SPBTS staff, and all of our volunteers, they do
such a tremendous job, and we are so blessed to
have them all.
In everything give thanks; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you.
~1 Thessalonians 5:18

ALL SAINTS’ DAY
We will celebrate All Saints’ Day on November
6. The 10am service begins outside in the Memorial Garden. Call the parish office, 249-4091, with
names of people you would like remembered.

Rev. Louanne is forming a spiritual growth group based on the works of
internationally known spiritual author and Franciscan priest and friar Richard Rohr.
Please join us for a new and exciting Spiritual growth and development book group in Advent to explore Richard Rohr's book Breathing Underwater. This book group will be using the 12 steps of spirituality (based on the 12 step program) as we seek to prepare ourselves for Christ's coming in Advent through the season of Lent. No previous knowledge of the 12 steps to spirituality or any 12 step programs are necessary. Together, we will take a spiritual journey to spiritual recovery and enlightenment. Join us on
Wednesdays in Advent, starting on November 30th at 5:30pm for a light meal and discussion.
More details coming soon.
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individuals from the Episcopal Children’s Services Early Head Start
program. This is an opportunity to provide assistance to children and
families who are living in poverty, have been victims of domestic violence, or face other circumstances, which place them in critical need.
On Sunday, November 13th, you will find an “Angel Tree” in the
by Martha Milton Christopher Lobby with an individual’s name, age, gender, clothing
sizes, and wish list items hanging from a branch. You may take as
many names as you’d like to sponsor. Fill in the log at the base of the tree so that we have a record of the names
you collected. Thank you for your support!

Conversations That Matter
ST. PAUL’S BY-THE-SEA VESTRY
STEWARDSHIP STATEMENT

We are currently discussing the interesting topic of Emergence
Christianity, a global phenomenon. We are using the Embracing
Emerging Christianity DVDs by Phyllis Tickle. Join the Conversation - Sundays at 9am in the Common Room in Stormes
Hall. Come early, 8:15am, for breakfast in the Parish Hall.

We believe God is the source of all gifts,
spiritual and material. We are all called to
be faithful Stewards for God. Our faithful
response, in gratitude, is to be givers and
creators ourselves. We all are blessed with
God-given gifts of time, talent, and treasure and believe that these are to be shared with others.

While we strive to be good stewards of all God’s gifts to us, we also believe that the way we use our gifts and
our finances to support the church reflect the state of our spiritual lives and walk with Christ. Each one of us, as
a member of the Vestry, in prayerful witness to his or her faith, covenants to proportional giving of our money to
St. Paul’s-by-the-Sea and our ministries, to joyfully give our time and to purposefully share our talents to do
God’s work in the community.
Our experience is that joyful giving results in spiritual growth. We inCommitment Sunday
vite the parish to join us in this commitment to deepening our faith.
November 20
~Adopted: June 27, 2016

by Melissa Nelson
Fall has presented some challenges - but mostly blessings in the gardens.
The warm temperatures keep things growing and looking beautiful. However, Matthew brought some surprises! Several of us were using our Sunday without services after the storm to clean up debris at the church. Not
much, thank God. We were finished in a couple hours. We had to hire a
contractor to remove several tree limbs and one small tree. Thanks so much
for all the support, as usual.

Milestones
Deaths:
Harvey Roberts 10/1/16
Jim Wood, 10/16/16
Elsa Cruz, 10/19/16
John Horton, 10/26/16

We meet every Sunday in the Christopher Conference Room at 9am to discuss the day’s Revised Common Lectionary lessons. Discussions are led by lay
Date and Leader
Scripture Readings
leaders on a rotating basis, using Synthesis
CE, which is made available each month to 6 Celebrating All Saints Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18; Psalm 149;
Ephesians 1:11-23; Luke 6:20-31
participants. We invite you to come and gain Victoria Freeman
13
(Pentecost
Proper
28)
Isaiah 65:17-25; Canticle 9
a clearer understanding of the readings you
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19
will hear from the lectern at the worship ser- Susie Miller
20
(Pentecost
Proper
29)
Jeremiah 23:1-6; Canticle 16;
vice. November finishes the season after
Vandon
White
Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43
Pentecost and brings the beginning of AdIsaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122;
vent. The facilitators and lessons for Novem- 27 (1 Advent)
Bob Hall
Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44
ber are listed here:
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The Pablo Towers Senior Housing Community has been a ministry
of SPBTS since the mid 1960’s. The Pablo Towers mission has
been energized by the recent construction of new facilities and extensive remodeling of the existing structures. Our ministry at
Pablo Towers has gained a lot of momentum this year.
Administrative - Sandy Coston was recently elected Vice President, Jim Stuck joined the Board and Patty Bartleson continues as
a Past-President and principal guru to the Board of Directors of
Beaches Christian Services Corps, the not-for-profit owner of
Pablo Towers.
Concerts – The “Music at the Towers” concert series, sponsored by the Foundation in the name of SPBTS, held three concerts this summer: The First Coast Clarinet Society, The North
Florida Folk Network, and Let Freedom Sing. Upcoming concerts include a Haydn and Shostakovich performance by The
Florida Chamber Music Project at 3pm on November 16, and
the Annual Tree Lighting and Christmas Concert featuring
Singers by the Sea at 5pm on December 9. The concerts, held
in the beautiful community room, are open to the public and
SPBTS parishioners are especially welcome to attend.
Volunteer Activities – Many thanks to Mike Coston and Dave Rakowski who have joined Jim Stuck as volunteers
in the dining program. Their work is really appreciated, so much so that Mike and Dave have developed a following of fans among the residents. The new “Enriched Services Volunteer Program” was kicked off at the Pablo
Towers Annual Meeting in September. We are currently recruiting volunteers to help with events and activities at
Pablo Towers, and also to assist residents who may need a little extra help in the activities of everyday life. If you
want more information or have an interest in helping, call Jim Stuck at 992-3946.

Brotherhood of St. Andrew’s
4th Annual Raffle Fundraiser

The Brotherhood of St Andrew’s annual Raffle
Tickets are on sale now! To
support the Brotherhood’s many
ministries of outreach and a
chance to win one of the following $300 value prizes, see any
member of the Brotherhood.






St. John’s Town Center Gift
Card
Gas Card
Grocery Card
40” Flat Screen TV
Ponte Vedra Inn Day Spa

1 ticket = $5 / 5 tickets = $10 /
12 tickets = $20
Winners will be drawn during
Coffee Hour on December 18th.

The Brotherhood of St.
Andrew Invites You
to the Best Shrimp
Dinner at the Beaches!
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew will host
their annual shrimp dinner on Saturday,
February 25th in the Parish Hall from 5:30 to 8:30pm. For
those with shell-food allergies, an alternative will be
available. Paid reservations are required and will be on
sale in January. This is an adult night out event: child
care will be available. The proceeds from this event go
toward the Brotherhood’s Chapter outreach efforts, international, national, and local. Save the date. You won’t
want to miss the food, fun, and fellowship! Eat, drink,
and be happy, for Lent begins the following Wednesday !

-6October
has been a
busy month
for SPY! It’s
been filled
with fun, fellowship and
service work
with others.
Although the
storm threw
a wrench in some of our plans, I’m grateful everyone stayed safe and the church is
still in good shape.
We have been hosting a food drive for BEAM over the past month in an effort to fill their shelves; we spent
some time one Sunday evening collecting food to donate. They find their shelves a little low this time of year, so
we were glad to help in their time of need. We also worked with The Daughters of the King to volunteer at Church
Without Walls; we went downtown to worship and serve some of the homeless community in Jacksonville. I hope
that we can continue to work with this wonderful ministry in the future.
We are so excited to welcome our new rector Rev. Louanne Loch to St. Paul’s by-the-Sea! We are so excited
for her ministry to begin here at St. Paul’s.
November is also shaping up to be an eventful month with Thanksgiving just around the corner, and a plethora
of youth events and activities. Now that the weather is expected to cool down, be looking for details regarding
some work days at the Youth House to tidy up our wonderful space.
As always, any middle or high school aged youth are welcome to join us! We meet on Wednesday’s for dinner and Bible study from 6-7pm. On Sunday nights, middle school meets from 4-6pm, and high school meets
from 5:30-8pm. I sincerely hope you will join us whenever you can for food, fun and fellowship!

SPY
NEWS

Following their October 15th meeting, the Daughters of the King made 100 brown-bag lunches for the people who attend Church without Walls. The following day, SPY members joined
the Daughters to attend the worship service that meets in the parking lot by St. John's Cathedral. There was time to mingle with the attendees prior to the service, which begins at
1:30pm. Following the service the youth helped hand out the lunches and bottles of water. It
was a meaningful and worthwhile experience for all.
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Beaches Fine Arts Series by Kathy Wallis
November and December are busy months for all of
us, and Beaches Fine Arts is no exception! On Saturday, November 5, BFAS presents the
Paris-based ensemble Fuoco e Cenere
in a mini-fundraiser which will be a lot
of fun. The performance is a dramatic
comedy, complete with a French chef,
Denis LeRoy, who will actually be
cooking on stage at Taliaferro Hall!
The audience will be able to taste the
creations of the chef following the performance. Tickets are $25 and on sale at www.beachesfinearts.org.
Join us for this unusual and great performance, and support BFAS’ free concerts at the same time.
On November 6 at 4pm, we open our concert series
at St. Paul’s by-the-Sea with the same ensemble, Fuoco
e Cenere, in a tribute to the music of Louis XIV and
Versailles. This wonderful program will include unusual instruments and vocals. We are thankful to Pat and
Pete DeWitt for allowing us to borrow their beautiful
harpsichord for this concert. This concert has been
chosen by American Public Media to be recorded for

national broadcast on Performance Today. The postconcert reception will be hosted by the Board of Trustees of BFAS as well as the Choir and
Vestry of SPBTS. Doors open at
3:15pm for this concert, which is, of
course, free to all.
Looking ahead to December, we
have the internationally renowned flautist, Eugenia Zukerman, along with
The Manhattan Piano Trio, on tap.
This performance will be held on Friday, December 2
at 7:30pm, and doors open at 6:45pm. Their program
includes Bach’s beautiful Trio Sonata in C Major. As
always, a reception follows the concert, which is free
to all. This concert will also be recorded for national
broadcast on Performance Today.
We look forward to greeting you at our concerts
this year! If you would like to be added to our mailing
list, you can sign up on line. BFAS sends an announcement to our mailing list prior to each concert.
www.beachesfinearts.org
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LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING AT BEACHES EPISCOPAL SCHOOL !
Admissions Open House for Prospective Families on Tuesday, November 8th

We have had a great deal of interest for the 2017-2018 academic school year. If you know
of a neighbor or family member that is looking for an independent school with over 60 years
of academic excellence and a loving, Christian environment, please let them know that we
would enjoy getting to meet them at an Admissions Open House on Tuesday, November 8th
at 9am in Hope Hall. We will provide refreshments, a guided campus tour, a question and
answer session with our administration, faculty, and parents, and a packet of information to
take home. To RSVP to the event, contact Ashley Davis, Director of Admissions, at 2462466 ext. 137 or by email at adavis@beachesepiscopalschool.org.

Grandparents’ & Special Friends’
Day: An Event to Remember

On Monday, Sept. 26th, grandparents and special friends
gathered at BES to spend time with our students. They
were able to attend a delightful chapel service in the morning and then go into the students’ classrooms to meet the
teachers and see what exciting things their grandchildren
were working on this year. This event is always a unique
blessing for our grandparents, and we thank the church for
its partnership in making the event a success.

Upcoming
Events
Admissions Open House: Tues, Nov. 8, 9am
Spaghetti Dinner: Tues, Nov. 15, 5:30pm
Band Concert: Thurs, Nov 17, 2pm
Lessons and Carols: Wed, Dec 14, 8:30am

Sixth Grade Spaghetti Dinner
Coming Up November 15th

The annual Spaghetti Dinner (Tuesday, Nov. 15th at 5:30pm)
will be a unique occasion for families of the church and
school to be entertained and served by our very own sixth
graders. Please make plans to order your dinners by calling
the school office, 246-2466. Order forms are available at the
front desk at either Stormes or McCormick Hall.
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NOVEMBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 All Saints’
Day
8a SPY @ Col
Mustard’s
10a Staff Mtg.
8p AA meeting

2
7a Eucharist
8:10 BES Eucharist
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
3:30p Child. Choir
4p Open Door SPY
4:45p SPY Choir
5:30 Bell Choir
6 SPY Bible Study
7p Adult Choir

3
7:30a BES Exec
9:30a IE Crafters
6p EFM

4
5
New Beginnings New Beginnings
at Camp Weed at Camp Weed
8a B’hood Mtg
10a Elsa Cruz
service

6

Celebrating
All Saints’ Day
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Conversations
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist/Bapt.
10a Children’s
Sunday School
4-8p SPY
4p BFAS Concert

7
8:10a BES
Chapel
10:30 BFAS Ed
Outreach
4-6p Open Door
Youth House
6:30p BES Board
7p Guild of the
Christ Child

8
10a Staff Mtg.
6p EFM
8p AA meeting

9
7a Eucharist
8:10 BES Chapel
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30 St. Monica’s
3:30p Child. Choir
4p Open Door SPY
4:45p SPY Choir
5:30 Bell Choir
6 SPY Bible Study
7p Adult Choir

10
9:30a IE Crafters
6p Institution of a
New Ministry

11

12
8a Daughters of
the King

13 26 Pentecost
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Conversations
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s
Sunday School
4p Ultreya
4-8p SPY

14
8:10a BES
Chapel
4-6p Open Door
Youth House

15
10a Staff Mtg.
5:30p BES
Spaghetti
Dinner
8p AA Meeting

16
7a Eucharist
8:10 BES Chapel
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
3:30p Child. Choir
4p Open Door SPY
4:45p SPY Choir
5:30 Bell Choir
6 SPY Bible Study
7p Adult Choir

17
2p BES Band
Concert
6p EFM
7p BFAS Board

18
19
7:30-3 Incredible 8a B’hood Mtg
Edible Drop
8a-2p offs accepted
Incredible
Edibles

20 Christ the King
Stewardship Sunday
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Conversations
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s
Sunday School
11:30a Finance Mtg.
4-8p SPY

21
4-6p Open Door
Youth House
7p Guild of the
Christ Child

22
10a Staff Mtg.
5p Foundation
Meeting
8p AA Meeting

23
7a Eucharist
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
6p Mission House
Meal

24 Thanksgiving

25

27 1 Advent
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Conversations
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s
Sunday School
4-8p SPY

28
8:10a BES
4-6p Open Door
Youth House
6:30p Vestry
Meeting

29
10a Staff Mtg.
8p AA Meeting

30
7a Eucharist
8:10 BES Chapel
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
3:30p Child. Choir
4p Open Door SPY
4:45p SPY Choir
5:30 Bell Choir
6 SPY Bible Study
6p Mission Meal
7p Adult Choir

26

Upcoming Events

December 2nd: BFAS-Manhattan Trio 7:30pm
December 14: BES Lessons and Carols, 8:30am
December 25: Christmas Day
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