
LETTER FROM OUR RECTOR 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 Thank you for making our New Ministry Institution service a joyful event!!! The liturgy, sermon, music and re-
ception were beautifully done to God’s glory. I also appreciate the participation by so many of our SPBTS ministry 
groups!! I am honored to be your new rector. 
 By the time you receive this newsletter, we will have celebrated All Saints Sunday as well as stewardship com-
mitment Sunday, where we pledged our gifts. As most of you know, All Saints Sunday and pledge commitment Sun-
day are occasions to give thanks to God, and remember the lives of those who have gone before us, and the Saints still 
toiling in the vineyard.   
 We at St. Paul’s by-the-Sea have so much for which to be thankful.  As your new rector, I am thankful for having 
the pleasure to lead such a loving, strong, and generous congregation. You all give generously of your time, talent, 
and treasure for the furtherance of God’s Kingdom & our mission at St. Paul’s by-the-Sea. I hope each of you will 
consider increasing your pledge, if you have not already done so, so that we can continue funding our current pro-
grams and support our new programs and ministries. 
 Please thank Evie and her team of crafters, cooks, and helpers who, once again, made Incredible Edibles a big 
success; also, thank Martha, our headmaster, and the BES parents and students for the wonderful spaghetti supper 
fundraiser. 
 When you receive this newsletter we will be in Advent I. Each year at Advent, we change our three-year lection-
ary cycle of scriptural lessons. This year we move from lectionary year C, to the readings for year A, (page 889 in the 
Book of Common Prayer). 

 In Advent, we are called to prepare our hearts for the coming of 
Christ in power and great glory and for his coming as the word made 
flesh as a baby on Christmas day. It is important we observe this Advent 
with prayers and spiritual discipline. 
 The season of Advent allows us to catch our breath and renew our 
soul for the coming of Christ. It competes with the commercialization 
and rush of the season. Advent calls us to wait and pray and clear the 
clutter in our hearts for Christ’s coming into the world.  Rituals are help-
ful to keep us focused on the meaning of Christ’s coming into the world. 
 One of the Advent rituals is using an Advent wreath. I asked 
Brooks Slater, our director of children and youth formation, to prepare 
an intergenerational Advent activity in which the youth help us make 
Advent wreaths with candles. Our talented Anne Wiggins assisted 
Brooks and the youth. Along with the wreaths, we were given prayers to 
say with our families in order to prepare our hearts in the midst of the 
rush of the holiday season.   
 During Advent we are also beginning Wellness Wednesdays. In 
addition to our two Holy Eucharist services and Bible study, we will of-
fer a chair Yoga class at 11:30am, led by Monica MacKenzie in the 
nursery. At 6pm, we will have a dinner and a book discussion on Richard 
Rohr's book Breathing Underwater.  See page 2 for more information on 
this book.  
 May God bless each and every one of you for the gifts you bring to 
ministry at St. Paul’s by-the-Sea, as we work for the furtherance of God’s 
Kingdom. Eric and I wish you ALL blessed Holy-days, and I thank you 
for what you, as God’s saints are doing in this community through the 
many ministries of St. Paul’s by-the-Sea and our Beaches school. 
    God bless you and us all, 
    Rev. Louanne+ 
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BREATHING UNDERWATER 
 

 
 
 

Our Wednesday night Advent dinner and discus-
sion group begins November 30 at 6pm in the 
Parish Hall. Written by Franciscan priest Rich-
ard Rohr, Breathing Underwater uses the 12 
steps to spirituality to prepare for Christ’s com-
ing in Advent through the season of Lent. No 
knowledge of any 12-step program is necessary. 
Books ($12) are available now in the parish of-
fice. Scholarships available.  

 

OUR NEW RECTOR WANTS 

TO GET TO KNOW YOU! 
 

 
 
 

There are still opportunities to sign up to at-
tend one of the gatherings, hosted by fellow 
parishioners, to give our Rector, Louanne 
Loch, an opportunity to get to know us. (And 
for us to get to know her!) See the poster in 
the Christopher Lobby. Gatherings are sched-
uled for December and January.   

 
 

 November was another jam-packed month for St. Paul’s Youth! We 
continued our weekly meetings on Sunday and Wednesday evenings, provid-
ed BEAM with Thanksgiving Baskets for those in need, and decorated our 
wonderful Youth House for Christmas. We sincerely hope that everyone had a 
wonderful Thanksgiving.  
 Looking ahead, December will bring a lot of activities available to the 
youth as well! 
On December 
2nd, we will 
be volunteer-
ing with 
Feeding NE 
Florida to 

help them sort food at their distribution 
center. A few weeks later, we will be 
throwing a SPY Christmas Party complete 
with festive sweaters, Christmas cookies 
and anything else you can think of! Final-
ly, we will end our first semester of SPY 
Sunday meetings by going ice skating af-
ter church on December 18th.  
     We’ll start the new year with a Hap-
pening weekend for our High schoolers 
and another trip to Feeding NE Florida! 
Our Sunday meetings and Bible studies 
will start back up on January 8th. Thank 
you all for your constant support of the 
Youth of St. Paul’s by-the-Sea; I’m so 
excited to start another great year of fel-
lowship and fun! 

 

January 8 is our next Baptism 
Sunday. Please contact Jerri or 
Rev. Louanne at 249-4091 to 

inquire about baptism. 
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A  
giant  

thank you  
goes out to  

everyone who  
volunteered and  

 donated to support  
our  

special event!  

2016 CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS STILL AVAILABLE 
In case you didn’t order your Christian symbol ornaments at Incredible Edibles, there 
is still time!  This year’s ornaments are the Fish (symbolizing Christianity), the Shell 
(symbolizing baptism), and the Cross and Orb (symbolizing Christ in our world).  
These special ornaments were handmade by the Incredible Edible Crafters and have 
been blessed by Rev Louanne. If you would like one or more, call Sally Roberts or 
Betty Digges or see one of us at church.  A donation of $12 is suggested for each or-
nament.  
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Beaches Fine Arts Series by Kathy Wallis 

 Our December concert will feature interna-
tionally renowned flautist, Eugenia Zukerman, 
with the award-winning Manhattan Piano Trio 
(piano, ‘cello, and violin) in a program that in-
cludes Bach’s beautiful Trio Sonata 
in C Major—a wonderful way to 
begin the Advent season.  The con-
cert will be held on Friday, Decem-
ber 2 at 7:30pm; doors open at 6:45 
pm. This concert will be recorded 
for National broadcast on Perfor-
mance Today.  Ms. Zukerman will 
be performing a master class at UNF in the Recital 
Hall on Thursday, December 1 at 2pm PM. Please 
call the office for details if you would like to at-
tend.  The Manhattan Trio will be presenting an 
outreach for elementary schools at St. Paul’s by-
the-Sea on Friday morning, December 2, at 
10:30am. 

 Looking ahead to our January concert, we 
will bring Brandon Ridenour, winner of the 2014 
Concert Artists Guild’s competition, in a fabulous 
concert featuring his great trumpet skills.  This 

virtuoso trumpeter was the youngest 
member (at the age of 20) ever to 
join the iconic Canadian Brass, 
where he performed for seven 
years. This concert will be held on 
Sunday, January 22 at 4pm, with 
doors opening at 3:15pm. 
 We look forward to greeting 

you at our concerts! If you would like to be added 
to our mailing list, you can sign up at www. 
beachesfinearts.org. BFAS sends an announce-
ment to our mailing list prior to each concert.  
 Wishing all of you a blessed Advent and 
Christmas season!   

by Melissa Nelson 

Our most generous and committed Lay Weeders group looks forward to a bit of respite 
these next winter months, even though here in Florida, weeding never ends. There will be 
no major projects until Spring and we look forward to communicating with our very wel-
come new spiritual leader, Louanne Loch, about her perspectives on our garden as it is a 
very public part of St Paul's by-the-Sea. We were blessed not to have much storm damage, 
and frankly we lost a small tree that was high maintenance. Many thanks and holiday 
blessings to those who have given so generously of their time and treasure these past 
months to help make our gardens a showplace. May the blessings of this Advent period grace you and your family.  

BES Families Provide Twenty 

Thanksgiving Meals  
Beaches Episcopal School families collected enough food and 
turkey money for 20 beautiful Thanksgiving bags! The students 
assembled the baskets the week before Thanksgiving, in time to 
deliver them to a few parish families, St. Andrew’s AME, and 
Beaches Emergency Assistance Ministry (BEAM). Thank you 
BES families!!! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOaCkdXR5sgCFcY8HgodUC8CVg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartzebraz.com%2Fcliparts%2Fgardening-clip-art%2F&bvm=bv.106130839,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNFH_WMARSG7dKm1fHIi45tmEJqX
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Baptisms:  Duke Thomas Snyder & Michael Rady, III, Nov. 6 
Marriage:  Ann Brodt & George Burridge, Nov.12 

Death: Walt Pfeil, November 26 

Milestones 

Christmas Service Times and Holiday Office Hours 
We will celebrate the birth of Jesus at two worship services on  

Christmas Eve at 5pm and 10pm, and one on Christmas Day at 10am. 
 
 
 

The parish office will be closed Monday, December 26th, Friday, December 30th, & Monday, January 2nd. 
We wish all of you a happy, healthy, and holy Christmas!  

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew Invites You  
         to the Best Shrimp Dinner at the Beaches! 

 

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew will host the Annual Shrimp dinner on Saturday, February 25th in 
the Parish Hall from 5:30 to 8:30pm. For those with allergies, an alternative will be available.  The 
Sassy Tappers will provide the entertainment. This is an adult night out event: child care will be 
available. Prepaid reservations are required and cost $15 per person. Proceeds from this event go toward the 
Brotherhood’s outreach efforts, international, national, and local. Save the date. You won’t want to miss this!  Eat, 
drink, and be happy, for Lent begins the next Wednesday !  

Brotherhood of St. Andrew’s  
5th Annual Raffle Fundraiser 

The Brotherhood of St Andrew’s annual Raffle Tickets are on sale 
now!  To support the Brotherhood’s many ministries of outreach 
and a chance to win one of the following, see any member of the 
Brotherhood: 
 $300 Town Center Gift Cards 
 $300 Gas Card 
 $300 Grocery Card 
 40” Smart TV  
 A Day at the Ponte Vedra Inn Day Spa   
 

1 ticket: $5 / 5 tickets: $10 / 10 tickets: $20 
Winners will be drawn on December 18st during Coffee Hour. 

 
 

 

 

 

CONVERSATIONS 

THAT MATTER 
 

 
 
 

Conversations That Matter will wrap up 
their study of Embracing Emergence 
Christianity, by Phyllis Tickle on De-
cember 4th. They will take a break until 
the first of the year. Watch your Sunday 
bulletins for information on their next 
topic. Join the conversation Sunday 
mornings at 9am in the Common 
Room. 

We, the family of Elsa Jones Hjelm Cruz,  
give thanks for her church family  

at St. Paul’s by-the-Sea. Your love and 
support has been our strength, to move 
forward in our lives with her light and 

love shining in our hearts. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMbClMHImMkCFUM7JgodS-4Ocw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamstime.com%2Fillustration%2Fshrimp.html&bvm=bv.107763241,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGwVGpIWO2Cn1w1-9Hh78LnGuq1gQ&us
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjOhq2wvKXJAhXB4iYKHRYkDV8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fkudoskido.net%2Fchristian-christmas-clipart%2F&bvm=bv.108194040,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNFmyCvz5FS5BQ7ZnJwGSAg-QU_AdQ&ust
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LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING AT BEACHES EPISCOPAL SCHOOL ! 

 

Upcoming Events  
 

Event   Date  
Lessons and Carols  Wednesday, December 14th, 8:30am 
Christmas Break December 19th - January 2nd   
Admissions Open House January 12th   

BES Social and Silent Auction February 24th 

 
 
 

Students Design  
BES Deck the Chairs Entry 
For Winter Lights Festival 

We are delighted to announce that BES has once again 
placed a chair in the Deck the Chairs event as part of this 
December’s Jacksonville Beaches Winter Light Festival.  
BES students designed the layout of the decorations and 
created the items to be placed on the chair in our IDEA Stu-
dio.  We hope you will look for our entry during the event 
this year and witness the creativity and resourcefulness of 
our students as they celebrate the season through this fun 
community event. 

Admission News ~ January Open House  
We invite you to attend the Admissions Open House on Thursday, January 12, 2017. Learn 
about the educational opportunities that BES students experience that will not only pre-
pare them to be successful for the next stage, but also set them on a trajectory toward 
living remarkable lives. Join us at 9am for a personal tour of the campus, refreshments, 
and a question and answer session with BES administration and parents.  Prospective 
parents should contact Ashley Davis, Admissions Director, 246-2466 ext 137 or ada-
vis@beachesepiscopalschool.org for more information or to schedule an individual school tour. 

 
 
 
 

Lessons and Carols 
BES students will celebrate the Christmas sea-
son with the annual Lessons and Carols pro-
gram on Wednesday, December 14th at 8:30am 
in the church.  Christmas hymns will be sung, 
and 6th graders will perform a nativity play. 
SPBTS members are invited to attend. 
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DECEMBER 
  

Sunday 
  

  

Monday 

  

Tuesday 

  

Wednesday 

  

Thursday 

  

Friday 

  

Saturday 

        1 
6p EFM,C Lobby 

2 
7:30p BFAS 
   Manhattan Trio 
  

3 
8a B’hood of   
   St. Andrew 

4   2nd Advent 
7:30a Eucharist 
8:15a Breakfast 
9a  Conversations  
9a Disc the Bible 
10a  Eucharist 
10a Children’s  
   Sunday School 
4-8p SPY 
 

5 
8:10a BES  
   Chapel 
4-6p SPY Open  
   Door  
7p Guild of the  
   Christ Child 
  

6 
8:00a SPY  
   Breakfast 
10a Staff Mtg. 
5:30p Rector  
   Meeting,  
   Bonds’ home 
8p AA meeting  
 

7 
7a Eucharist 
8:10 BES Eucharist 
9a Bible Study 
10:30a Eucharist 
3:30p Child. Choir 
4p SPY Open Door 
4:45p SPY Choir 
5:30 Bell Choir 
6p Advent Program 
6p SPY Bible Study 
7p Adult Choir 

8 
7:30a BES Exec 
   Meeting 
6p EFM, CCR 
7p BFAS Board,  
   C. Lobby 
  
  

9 10 
  

11 3rd Advent 
7:30a Eucharist 
8:15a Breakfast 
9a Disc the Bible 
10a  Eucharist 
10a Children’s  
   Sunday School 
4-8p SPY 

12 
9a BES  
   Chapel 
10am Rector 
   Meeting, 
   MacKenzie’s 
4-6p SPY Open  
   Door    
  
  

13 
10a Staff Mtg. 
8p AA Meeting 

14  
7a Eucharist 
8:30 BES Lessons  
   & Carols  
9a Bible Study 
10:30a Eucharist 
11:30 St. Monica’s 
3:30p Child. Choir 
4p Open Door SPY 
4:45p SPY Choir 
5:30 Bell Choir 
6 SPY Bible Study 
7p Adult Choir 

15 
6p EFM, CCR 
  

16 
 BES 11:30  
   Dismissal 

17 
8a B’hood Mtg 
8a Daughters of  
   the King 

18   4 Advent 
7:30a Eucharist 
8:15a Breakfast 
9a Disc the Bible 
10a  Eucharist 
10a Children’s  
   Sunday School 
4-8p SPY 

19  
7p Guild of the  
   Christ Child 

20 
10a Staff Mtg. 
11:30Finance  
   Mtg. 
8p AA Meeting 

21   
7a Eucharist 
8:10 BES Eucharist 
9a Bible Study 
10:30a Eucharist 
3:30p Child. Choir 
4:45p SPY Choir 
5:30 Bell Choir 
6p Advent Program 
7p Adult Choir 

22   
 
  

23 
  

24 
5pm Family  
   Eucharist w/ 
   Children’s  
   Pageant 
10p Festival  
   Eucharist 

25 Christmas Day 
10a Holy Eucharist 

26   

Parish Office  
   Closed 

27 
10a Staff Mtg. 
 8p AA Meeting 

28    
7a Eucharist 
8:10 BES Chapel 
9a Bible Study 
10:30a Eucharist 
6p Mission Meal 
 

29   

  
  
 

30 
Parish Office  
   Closed 

31 
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Tidings  
from  

St. Paul’s by-the-Sea 
  
  

The deadline for articles to 
appear in Tidings is the 15th 

of the month. 
  

Please email your articles to 
Jerri at jmoats@spbts.net. SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

7:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST 

9:00 AM—CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

10:00 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST 
  

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

7:00 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST 

10:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST 

6:00 PM - TAIZE SERVICE (during Lent) 

St. Paul’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church 
  

First Church of the Beaches, Est. 1886 

  

465 Eleventh Avenue N · Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 ·  

Phone: 904-249-4091 / Fax: 904-249-0409 

  

Website: www.spbts.net  
  

St. Paul’s by-the-Sea is committed to renewal based on powerful 

worship, unconditional welcome for the seeker, 

 and passionate service to the community.  
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