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REFLECTIONS FROM FR. REED
For [it is] the LORD your God . . . who executes justice for the orphan and the widow,
and who loves the strangers, providing them food and clothing. You shall also love
the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. You shall fear the LORD
your God; him alone you shall worship; to him you shall hold fast, and by his name
you shall swear.
(Deu 10:17-20)
Dear Friends:
It does not seem possible but the very first reflection I offered here at St. Paul’s by-the-Sea was the July
2015 issue of Tidings. How very much has happened
in our year together, and yet how much more will transpire in the months ahead! Bishop Henderson will be
with us on July 10 to celebr ate and preach; the summer will continue our pattern of regular and frequent
services of Holy Baptism; the summer months will see
young people heading to Vacation Bible School,
Kanuga, Camp Weed, Cuba, and the Royal School of
Church Music; and believe-it-or-not Beaches Episcopal
School will begin the 2016-2017 school year in midAugust.
Last year I reflected on the somewhat puzzling
choice of Mat 5:43-48 for Independence Day, and this
time around I am focusing on the OT reading for July 4
from the Book of Deuteronomy. Please recall that
much of Deuteronomy is written in the first person
with Moses as the one doing the speaking, even though
many scholars believe it postdates Moses by several
centuries. The important thing for our purposes is that
we can view it as the fifth and final book of the Law
and simultaneously as the first book of deuteronomic
history.
In ch. 10 the writer is asking the people of Israel to
consider the question, what is God requiring and expecting of you? The passage ahead of our lectionary
choice for July 4 indicates they should fear, love, and
serve the Lord even as they walk in God’s ways and
keep the commandments. God is looking for reverence
and love in the hearts of the people of Israel, and expecting their worship and obedience along the way.
God’s choice of the Jews as the chosen people should
in no way obscure the fact of God’s impartiality; divine

greatness demands the just treatment of orphans, widows, and strangers by the chosen people.
And so we come full circle to Independence Day
and this OT reading for our national holiday. Although
the plight of widows and orphans in 21st-c. developed
countries is improved over the situation in the ancient
Middle East, the point of caring for others is just as paramount as it ever was. And how about strangers? Read
‘immigrants’ or ‘refugees’ if you prefer. I do not pretend to have the political and economic answers to the
worldwide problems in accommodating thousands or
millions of immigrants and refugees as they try to make
their way across borders between countries or even continents. But I do know the difference between compassionate dialogue and bigoted posturing when I hear it.
Perhaps a good focus for us July 4 is to give thanks for
our freedom and to seek prayerfully how we might secure it for others.
Faithfully,
Fr. Reed+

Surf Shack!
Vacation Bible School
August 1–5, 9am–12pm

$30 registration
fee ($25 for
additional
siblings).
Register at
www.spbts.net or
call 249-4091.
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by Wendy Wolfe
Summer greetings, SPBTS! One of the very important items the vestry recognized from our parish
survey is our parish’s strong desire to grow our
families with younger and teen-aged children. As a
vestry, we heard you! The vestry recently approved the creation of a full time youth ministries
position, and Fr. Freeman has hired a young man
who will absolutely have an impact on us all. We,
as a parish, have repeatedly expressed a wish to
dedicate more resources to our kids. Gretchen
Howe Henson has done a great job with our kids
over the past few years, and we are thankful for her
and her army of volunteers!! It is time, however,
that we as a church put people in programs that will
give us a whole new focus on our children and
youth. Mr. Brooks Slater joins us on August 1st as
Director of Youth Ministries; he will bring our
youth ministries to a whole new level. In my twenty plus years at SPBTS, I do not think that we have
ever endeavored to commit to a full time DYM, and
as Senior Warden, I personally am thrilled with our
‘leap of faith’! I know that SPBTS will embrace
Brooks and the varied programs he will bring.

Mr. Slater’s resume is below, so I won’t duplicate it
here. But, please know that this young man has
come to us with the exact skill sets we need at the
exact time we need them. In addition to his education, Brooks has also been a camp counselor at
Camp Weed for a number of years. That he is familiar with, and has known, a number of our kids
for years is just icing on the cake. Of all the things
I’ve been involved with here, I think I am most excited about this. Let me be clear here, the annual
budget did not include this very important position,
and it will take the support of our entire congregation to make this wor k. As we go into the summer, which is typically a little slow on the giving
front, please keep this in mind. And, as we continue to consider our stewardship to our church, please
pray for Brooks and our ability to fully support him
and our kids in this new journey. As always, if you
have any questions or comments about this exciting
new venture, please do not hesitate to call me 904923-4271, or speak with any vestry member. I
wish you and yours a fantastic summer.

Get ready to welcome Brooks Slater to SPBTS effective August 1. Many of you met him during his May/
June visits to St. Paul's by-the-Sea. He is our new Director of Youth Ministries. Brooks comes to us most
recently from Florida State University, where he just
graduated with a degree in religious studies; from Advent-Tallahassee where he has been their youth director; and from Camp Weed where he has been working
with hundreds of summer campers including our own
from St. Paul’s by-the-Sea.
Our wardens, rector, and others have had an opportunity to meet with Brooks during the discernment
process that is bringing him to St. Paul's and all are
excited about the future promise for the ministries that
serve our young people.
Look for future announcements about welcoming events for Brooks occurring in early August.
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On Tuesday night, June 7, twenty-two SPBTS parishioners and friends met at the Feeding Northeast Florida
warehouse on Edgewood Ave for our volunteer night. We had a great time sorting food and packing Snack Pak
bags for about 3 hours. At the end of the night, we were told that we set a record for sorting the most food by a
Tuesday night group - 13,000 pounds! GO TEAM!!
We have collected donations totaling $1,265.00 for the Snack Pak program, surpassing our goal of
$1,250.00! Thanks so much to all the volunteers and all those who contributed to this wonderful ministry!
We will soon begin planning our next event at Feeding NE FL, so watch your Sunday bulletin and Tidings!

Save the date September 11, 2016
Our Rally Day is getting
a makeover!
SPBTS Ministry Fair Rally
will be held in the Parish Hall
Ministries, Food and Raffles
You have to be there!
More details coming soon!

The annual Back to School with
BEAM event is August 6th. BEAM has
already begun collecting donations of
school supplies, clothing, and other
items. This event can only be successful
with your support. Thanks to the support of local churches and donors, they
were able to help over 800 local beaches children last year.
Last year, BEAM gave each child a book to take home.
They would love to do this again. So, in addition to school supplies and clothing, they are collecting new or gently used books
suitable for children and young adults.
BEAM thanks you for taking part in helping the children
of our local community. If there is anyone interested in volunteering for the event, they are always looking for people to help
prior to the event with sorting supplies and clothing as well as
on the day of the event. For more information or drop-off sites,
call 241-7437 x112 or email shivani@jaxbeam.org.
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19th - 8 am until 2 pm
Crafty people are already at work every Thursday morning at 9:30 am in the Christopher Lobby, preparing for the
Arts and Crafts department of this year’s event. Your ideas and your help would be very welcome. Call Virginia
Wood, 246-4007, if you are donating a large item for the collectible department. Please hold on to your smaller
items as storage space is at a premium.
Evie Gabrielle is beginning the task of contacting each household in the congregation to find out what you are
planning to make, bake, or donate to our annual and largest single fund raising event. (Evie would welcome a call
from you to let her know what you plan to make.) Save your mayo jars for Evie to fill with her delicious soups
and sauces. You may leave your jars at the church office.

CAMP WEED HEROES
Congratulations to Operation New Hope founder and
CEO Kevin Gay for winning the highest honor that the
Florida Bar Foundation can
award to a non-lawyer.
Gay will receive the foundation’s 2016 Medal of Honor
Award for his work in leading
Operation New Hope, a local
nonprofit that has helped nearly
4,000 ex-offenders make transitions to becoming productive
members of society.
In 2003, Operation New Hope
was selected by President George W. Bush to be the national incubator for Ready4Work, a prisoner re-entry program that is now operating in several cities across the
country. And Gay’s work has also been lavishly praised
by President Barack Obama and former President Bill
Clinton.
“To be acknowledged by the Florida Bar in this way
really means a lot,” Gay said during a recent interview
with a member of the Times-Union’s editorial board. The
Florida Bar honor is just the latest award Gay has received for his admirable vision and selfless efforts.
Last month, Gay was also honored by OneJax during the
nonprofit’s Humanitarian of the Year awards ceremony.

On Thursday, June 9th Dan Nicholson, Dave
Rakowski, Marty Pfab, and Harry Feuerherm went
to Camp Weed. They, along with Terry Mathews
of St. George and Ed of Camp Weed, laid 670 sq.
ft. of 2 X 6 boards for a deck outside of the Children’s Cafeteria. The old deck had been removed
to allow the roof to be repaired.
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Senior session check in: Abigail Jarvis, Karah, Shelby Barrett, Sarah
Mairs, Jacob Hane, Chris Pantfoeder, Jessica Steigner, Sarah Younger,
Ireland Jarvis, Nick Lavender, Veance Pantfoeder, and Austin Younger.

Madeline Howe, Nicholas
Jarrett, Veance Pantfoeder,
Chris Pantfoeder, & Sarah
Mairs at the Bishop's Ball.

by Anne Wiggins

Cuba Clergy Sunday is July 31st in
the Diocese of
Florida. On this
day, all Cuban companion
churches
will collect donations to be distributed to clergy in
the Episcopal Diocese of Cuba. This money will
help our companion churches, St. Paul’s and St.
Mary’s, as well as many other churches in Cuba. Currently, a Cuban priest receives a salary of
approximately $30.00 a month. While the cost of
living is low in Cuba, that is still not much money
for daily living expenses. On July 31st any cash or
checks designated for Cuba clergy, in addition to
the loose plate offering, will go towards this diocesan-wide effort. Please consider giving generously
on this day and help, not only Rev. Gilberto Junco
of our companion churches, but many other members of the clergy in Cuba. Thank you.

Lay Weeder News by Melissa Nelson
Happy summer to all. The gardens are flourishing, maintenance is on schedule. I hope you'll appreciate that the refurbishment of the Memorial Garden is complete. The eastern
side of the church is under control and looking good. We
have a few projects scheduled for Fall, but for July and August it's just weed control. As always, your help both financial and physical is deeply appreciated.

Save the Date: October 4

th

SPBTS Foundation Night at the Alhambra
Tickets will go on sale in July. Contact
Ann Brodt, 221-5638, to reserve your table.

Milestones
Births: Jacob Peter Nickodem, Jan 3
Marietta Louise Stevens, April 29
Baptism: Quinn Elizabeth Vaughan, June 12
Deaths: Jean Reichmann
Cliff Rigsbee
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LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING AT BEACHES EPISCOPAL SCHOOL !
Go Online to Register for Summer Camp Registration
Mark your calendars and make plans now for your children to
attend the 2016 BES Summer Camp. Sign up your child for the
last week of camp on July 11-15. Camp is open to students entering prek4 through sixth grade. Camp registration is completely online this year, so click on this link:
www.beachesepiscopalschool.org/academics/summer-camp.
Quick Facts
Remaining Dates: J uly 11-15
Morning Only Program: Monday-Friday, 9am - 11:45am
Total Camp Program: Monday-Friday, 9am - 2:45pm
Grade ranges: Students enter ing Pr eK4 - 6th grade (must be 4 by July 15)
Contact for more information: Dallas Skornia, Director of Communications
Email: dskornia@beachesepiscopalschool.org or 246-2466 x121
All programs are facilitated by adult educators who are associated with
Beaches Episcopal School..

Enrollment Heating Up!
BES Accepting Applications
We are currently accepting applications for the 20162017 academic year for certain grade levels. If you
know of people looking for an exceptional education for
their child, they can contact Ashley Davis, 246-2466
ext. 137 or adavis@beachesepiscopalschool.org. Word
of mouth is our greatest source of marketing. You are
our most dedicated advocates, and we truly appreciate
your support.
We are full in PreK3 and nearly full in multiple grade
levels. Due to increased demand in PreK4 and 1st Grade, we have opened three new classes for the upcoming school year. Please encour age your fr iends to submit their applications now to secur e their spot. Go to
www.BeachesEpiscopalSchool.org, and click on the Admissions tab for more information about the application
process and how to apply online.

Upcoming
Events
EVENT
Summer camp, week 3
Orientation
First day of school

DATE
July 11 - 15
August 15
August 16
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JULY
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
8a B’hood Mtg

3 7 Pentecost
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s
Sunday School

4
Independence
Day
Parish Office
Closed
7p Guild of the
Christ Child

5
10a Staff Mtg.
8p AA meeting

6 John Hus
7a Eucharist
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
5p SPY

7
9:30 IE Crafters

8

9

10 8 Pentecost
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s
Sunday School

11

12
10a Staff Mtg.
8p AA Meeting

13 Conrad Weiser
7a Eucharist
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist

14
9:30 IE Crafters

15

16
8a B’hood Mtg
8a Daughters of
the King

17 9 Pentecost
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s
Sunday School

18
RSCM Camp
7p Guild of the
Christ Child

19
RSCM Camp
10a Staff Mtg.
8p AA Meeting

20 Stanton,
Bloomer, Truth,
& Tubman
RSCM Camp
7a Eucharist
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist

21
RSCM Camp
SPY Cuba
Camping Trip
9:30a IE Crafters

22
RSCM Camp
SPY Cuba
Camping Trip

23
RSCM Camp
SPY Cuba
Camping Trip

24 10 Pentecost
RSCM Camp
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s
Sunday School
SPY Cuba Trip

25
SPY Cuba
Camping Trip
6:30p Vestry
Meeting

26
SPY Cuba
Camping Trip
10a Staff Mtg.
5p Foundation
Meeting
8p AA Meeting

27 William Reed
Huntington
SPY Cuba
Camping Trip
7a Eucharist
9a Bible Study
10:30 Eucharist
6p Mission Meal

28
SPY Cuba
Camping Trip
9:30a IE Crafters

29

30
Pre-Baptismal
Instruction

31 11 Pentecost
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Disc the Bible
10a Baptism and
Eucharist
10a Children’s
Sunday School

UPCOMING EVENTS
August 1-5: Vacation Bible School
August 14: Finance Meeting
August 16: BES First Day of School
August 22: Vestry Meeting
August 23: Foundation Meeting
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St. Paul’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church
First Church of the Beaches, Est. 1886

465 Eleventh Avenue N · Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 ·
Phone: 904-249-4091 / Fax: 904-249-0409
Website: www.spbts.net
St. Paul’s by-the-Sea is committed to renewal based on powerful
worship, unconditional welcome for the seeker,
and passionate service to the community.
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
7:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
9:00 AM—CHRISTIAN FORMATION
10:00 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
7:00 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
10:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
6:00 PM - TAIZE SERVICE (during Lent)

Tidings
from

St. Paul’s by-the-Sea
The deadline for articles to
appear in Tidings is the 15th
of the month.
Please email your articles to
Jerri at jmoats@spbts.net.

