November/December

A MESSAGE FROM OUR RECTOR
Dear Loved Ones,
St. Paul’s by the Sea has so much for which to be
thankful. As your rector, I too have so much to be
thankful for in having an amazing husband in Eric and
such a loving, strong and generous congregation.
November is a month of thanksgiving and celebration! On November 14th, we will be giving God
thanks again for our blessings at that service, and asking
Him to bless our Pledge cards, and our pledges made
electronically on Realm. As we are all aware, we are
also in the midst of our stewardship appeal. Stewardship
is a year-round celebration of giving to God our time,
talent and treasure. Pledge cards have gone out, and I ask
us all to prayerfully consider our blessings and return to
God from what God has generously given to each of us.
“All things come of thee O Lord, and of thine own have
we given thee.” May God bless each and everyone of
you for the gifts you bring to the ministries at St. Paul’s
by-the-Sea parish as we work together for the furtherance of God’s Kingdom.
We are all so excited that our Holiday bazaar is
back! Please mark your calendar and remind your
friends to join us on Saturday, Nov. 20th! Scroll down to
page 2 for more info.
The day after the bazaar, Sunday, November 21st,
St. Paul’s by- the -Sea will again celebrate the feast day of
St. Andrew. On this day we will install officers of the
Brotherhood of St. Andrew. We will have pipes and banners of many Scottish clans for the “kirking,” or blessing,
of the tartans. Many thanks to Lou Henningsen and Christine Verdin at The St. Andrews Society for arranging for
us to have the piper and tartan banners. November is truly
a month of thanksgiving and celebration!
It is hard to believe that we will soon be moving
into our liturgical New Year, on November 28, when we
celebrate the first Sunday in Advent. In Advent we are
called to prepare our hearts for the incarnation of God in
Christ on Christmas.
It is important that we mark this Advent season
with prayers and spiritual discipline. Some of us light

advent wreath candles and pray the weekly advent prayer with our families. Others count down the days with
Advent calendars. While you may have prayers of your
own, I am including a link with a few that I have found
helpful while lighting the Advent candles and praying as
a family. Please mark your calendar for our Christmas
Eve services at 5 and 7pm.
Like many of you, Eric and I have waited to take
time away until we felt safe enough to travel. From Nov.
15 - Dec.12 2021, we will be combining 2 weeks’ vacation and 2 weeks’ continuing education to study and then
take a pilgrimage to holy sites in England. We plan to visit Canterbury Cathedral, the holy Island of Lindisfarne,
and other holy sites. Please keep us in your prayers.

Thank you for what you as God’s saints are
doing through St. Paul’s by-the Sea and for our family
here and our Beaches community.

God bless you and us all.
The Rev. Louanne Loch +

Lighting the Advent Candles
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Stewardship– Giving Intent (Pledge) Cards
Please prayerfully consider your 2022 contributions and bring your pledge card to church on
November 14 to be blessed. Cards are available in the pew racks. We will also have a list of those
who made their 2022 commitment online, and these will be blessed also.

Incredible Edibles Crafters
The Incredible Edibles’ crafters are
busy sewing, knitting, gluing, and
glittering all kinds of holiday gifts
and decorations. Crafters are finishing up their items to sell at Incredible
Edibles on November 20! They meet
each Thursday morning at 9:30 until
the big day.
The crafters welcome anyone who
would like to help – whether you are
crafty or not! There are things that
anyone can do: no artistic talent
needed!
Their room is easy to find. Enter
Stormes Hall at the playground end
through the white gate. The Craft
Room is the third red door on the
right. If you get lost, someone in the
church office will be happy to point
you in the right direction!

Incredible Edibles ~ November 20

Incredible Edibles is the largest single fund-raiser at St.
Paul’s by-the-Sea. All proceeds are spent on the enhancement
of our church. Your participation is not only very much appreciated, but very important to the success of the fund-raiser.
Committee members will be on hand Friday, November
19 from 7:30am until 3pm to receive your donations. Please
wrap and label all foods securely. Team members will help you
with the pricing. As in years past, this event will feature delicious homemade holiday foods, including frozen soups and
casseroles, jams, jellies, cookies, cakes, pies, bread and much
more. There will also be the famous French Café serving coffee
and beignets in the morning and a light lunch to eat in or take
out. In addition, there will be collectibles of every description
as well as arts and crafts and decorations. Themed gift baskets
will be featured once again. The doors will open
Saturday morning at 8am and the fun continues
until 2pm.
Come early; bring your friends.

Advent begins on Sunday, November 28, and we will start an exciting new Advent program,
The Wonder of Christmas. This program explores four elements of the Christmas story that
teach us about the wonder of God’s great love for us: a star, a name, a manger, a promise. As
we look to these wonder-filled aspects of the Christmas story, we will rediscover that the true
wonder of Christmas is found in the love of Christ and made real in our hearts when we share
that love with others. The program will be on Wednesdays, December 1, 8, 15, and 22 from
6:00 – 7:30 in Stormes Hall. A light supper will be provided. Child care will be offered,
please contact the church office if you will need this service. Join us this Advent as we embrace and celebrate the true wonder of Christmas, believing that because of God’s great love
and light in Jesus Christ, anything is possible!

THE JOY OF ICON WRITING
Icon Writing is a great way to prepare for Christmas. Ann Brodt will lead a class
this Advent, December 7th - 11th from 8:30am to 4pm. No artistic ability is required! The cost is $200 and includes all supplies. For more info or to sign up,
contact Ann Brodt, 904-510-7451.
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Wonderful Wednesday Bible Study
& Donut Devotion!

Discover the Bible, Adult Sunday School @ 9:00 AM, Christopher
Conference Room

It can’t get better than that! Join us
Wednesday mornings at 9am in the
Christopher Conference Room. We look
forward to your company!

Biscuits and Bible class

Classes continue each Sunday, at 9:00am in
the Common Room of Stormes Hall, which
is across the street from the front entrance to
the church. We are studying the book of Isaiah. Each
class is self contained, so please please come to one, or
all. All are welcome - biscuits will be provided!

The Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) is a set of readings
from the Bible for use in Christian worship, making provision
for the liturgical 3-year cycle with its pattern of observances.
Understanding the RCL and how the readings relate to the days
worship as well as Biblical understanding is very important to
understanding the Worship of the day. Our class reviews the
readings and tries to understand both the individual readings as
well as how they relate to each other. The discussions are led by
one of the members of the group on a rotating basis which
brings many views of the Biblical readings a new perspective.
Prior to the meeting, a review of the readings (Bible Study
Guides) is provided, these form a basis on which to start the discussion. These are made available each month to all participants. We are currently in Year B.
~ Harry Feuerherm

November:
2021 Angel Tree

Every year we have our tradition of the Angel Tree, and this year is no exception. The
BIG exception to other years is the toll that Covid-19 has taken on families. Please consider taking this opportunity to give a child gifts who may otherwise not have much for
Christmas Day. Soon, there will be an “Angel Tree” in the Christopher Lobby with an individual’s name, age, gender, clothing sizes, and wish list items hanging from a branch. You may take as many names as you’d like to sponsor.
If you wish to participate, please select a name(s) and print your name next to the child's name on the sheet next to
the tree. Any questions, please call Ed O’Brien, (214)762-3458.

Adventures in God’s Creations

Provide a side dish for the Thanksgiving dinner at the Adventure in God’s Creations mission at the Sea Walk
Hotel for the residents and other locals who need a meal on Thanksgiving. Suggested side dishes are green bean
casserole, sweet potatoes, stuffing casseroles, salads, macaroni & cheese and mashed potatoes. Deliver dishes to
the Christopher Lobby on Thanksgiving morning between 10:30 - 11:00am. Casseroles need to be cooked, hot
and in a disposable container.

December:

Christmas Caroling for SPBTS members

On December 19, 4:00 - 6:00pm, we will serenade members of SPBTS with the sounds of the season.

Cold Night Shelter

It is time to plan for our local cold night shelter commitment. Donations of chili are needed when we are asked
by Mission House to host a cold night shelter. We host 30-50 people in the Parish Hall when temperatures drop
below 35 degrees. Thank you so much for your help in this important ministry! If you have any questions, please
call Ed O’Brien, (214) 762-3458.

In Memoriam

John Banks III, 08/18/21
Sarah Ratterree Champagne, 8/23/21
Cynthia Evans Neal, 9/9/21
Barbara Farmer, 09/12/21
James Shannon, Jr., 10/7/21
Benny Davis, 10/11/21

Next Baptism Sunday

The next available baptism date is January 9, the Baptism of Our
Lord. Please contact Anita, 249-4091 or ashepherd@spbts.net, no
later than Thursday, Dec. 23, to schedule a baptism.

Save the Date - February 26

Brotherhood of St. Andrew Shrimp Dinner!

-4-

9/11 Service for Unity and Remembrance
More than 100 people joined various clergy, first responders, and community leaders on Saturday, 9/11/21, to
commemorate the 20th anniversary of the terrorist attacks in New York and Washington DC. Along with our
SPBTS clergy, were representatives
from The Temple Jacksonville, Christ
Episcopal Church, Greater Payne Chapel AME Church, Sikh Society of NE
Florida, First Baptist Church of Oakland, St. Paul’s Catholic Church, and the
City of Jacksonville Beach, City of Neptune Beach, and the City of Atlantic
Beach.

Remember
September

11

Our blessing of the pets on October
10 was a wonderful time spent with
God’s creatures. Thank you to
veterinarian Janet Darnall for
providing pet treats!

Christmas Service Times
& Holiday Office Hours

Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans
November 21

Join us on November 21 at the 10am service to celebrate
St. Andrew’s Day with bagpipes and tartans. Be sure to
wear your family’s (or your adopted) tartan!

We will celebrate the birth of our
Savior on Christmas Eve at two
worship services:
Family Service at 5pm
Candlelight Eucharist at 7pm.
The parish office will be closed
Dec. 24, and at noon on Dec. 31.
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SPBTS
YOUTH GROUP

St. Paul’s by-the-Sea Youth Group meets every Sunday from 4-6pm.
We have a monthly outing to fun places all around Jacksonville. New
youth and volunteers are always welcome. Hope you will join us!
Medicines and masks donated
by SPBTS parishioners for the
next shipment to San Pablo.

While our brothers and sisters in Cuba have suffered as we
have, through the same pandemic, in many ways it’s a familiar way of life for them. They are accustomed to things like
stores having very little on the shelves, a lack of workers or
materials to do a job and being isolated. Things we’ve had
to get used to are just the way things are in Cuba. The churches in Cuba stopped holding services and only recently started back. San Pablo held their
first service for limited seating, only two people allowed in each 7 foot pew, on October 3rd
since the beginning of Covid. They celebrated the feast of St. Francis, as we did, but with a
joyful reunion of those who have not stepped into the church to worship in a very long time.
Isolation was a major problem for our friends as government mandates kept people in their
homes unless obtaining food or water or for medical visits. Stores were open on a very limited basis and electrical outages during the hottest time of the year were a daily occurrence,
sometimes lasting several days. Schools closed and classes were delivered on television to
students unable to leave their homes. One of the biggest issues is their lack of medicine
since we have not been able to travel to Cuba these past two years. We regularly
take over the counter medicines, as well as supplies, on every visit and kept them
well supplied over the many years of our companion relationship, that is until
Covid. With the help of our faithful travel agent, Magaly Fernandez, we recently found a way to send medicines directly to our companion church, San Pablo in
Cienfuegos. Magaly made all our travel arrangements when we traveled to Cuba
on religious visas, still has family in Cuba and recommended a company she uses for sending packages to her family. She is from Cienfuegos and willingly offered to make sure the medicines were personally delivered to the company shipping them to Cuba. Two boxes, weighing about 20 pounds each, were shipped
to Magaly in early September. She delivered them to the company and provided
a tracking number when it was available. Since then it’s been a waiting game as
there are many people currently sending packages to Cuba. In addition a shortage of workers ensures delays are inevitable. As of this writing the first package
Services begin again at San Pablo after a long
arrived in Cienfuegos and is being picked up by Rev. Junco. He has the tracking
time due to COVID.
information on the second package and is checking daily for it's arrival. Another
set of packages will be sent in early November containing the donated OTC medicines you provided during our October
medicine drive. Please know they are very much appreciated and we are hopeful the next time we will be able to deliver the
medicines in person.
by Anne Wiggins
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Advent Wreaths

Advent wreath traditions date back to the 1830s and are still used
today to count down to the celebration of Christ’s birth.
Join us on Sunday, November 21, in the Christopher Lobby during
Coffee Hour (after the 10am service) to make Advent wreaths.

Mission/Vision Survey Progress Report

The report from our Agile Church consultants suggested we create updated vison and mission statements
so that we can have a strong guide for what we feel God is calling us to be and do. In September, a survey
was offered to all members of St. Paul’s by-the-Sea to get input for what you think we, as a church, should
be and do moving forward in the years to come. A total of 45 surveys were completed by 51 people (some
couples completed the survey together). Each individual response was collected and analyzed to create
summary statements for each question. Five Listening Sessions, offered at various dates and times, were
held to share the responses and validate the summary statements. Some of the statements were revised
based on feedback from the Listening Sessions. Here are those 8 summary statements:
1. St. Paul’s by-the-Sea is at its best worshiping together, especially during festival services, caring for
others, and listening respectfully to each other.
2. St. Paul’s by-the-Sea is a friendly, engaged Episcopal church community who loves God and accepts
everyone with welcoming concern.
3. St. Paul’s by-the-Sea offers inspiring Christ-centered worship which is open to all walks of life and
reaches outside its church walls to care for others in our community while continuing to care for
each other.
4. St. Paul’s by-the-Sea should offer diverse worship opportunities that involves and attracts families
and are shared more effectively on social media.
5. In the next 3 years St. Paul’s by-the-Sea needs to grow its membership by attracting families and
young adults through a focus on youth ministries, a “makeover” of Stormes Hall and former school
buildings, and effective communication about our vibrant worship, fellowship, and outreach opportunities.
6. The big goal for St. Paul’s by-the-Sea is to GROW – grow families, grow worship, grow diversity,
grow communication strategies, grow small group/fellowship, grow education and outreach opportunities, and grow our parish hall to be a more modern worship/gathering center. This would occur
through adequate fiscal and human resources and an effective, active presence in the community
and on social media.
7. If St. Paul’s by-the-Sea had all the resources it needed it would look the same … EXCEPT we’d be
vibrant with a larger more diverse congregation, an active youth program, on a church campus with
a state-of-the-art, multi-use parish life/educational building in which people gather for worship, education, wellness programs, fellowship, and community service.
8. If St. Paul’s-by-the-Sea were on the front of a magazine cover in 10 years, the article would be about
how, through service to the community, we grew into a diverse, inclusive, and active parish that expresses its love of God by encouraging all people to make a difference in their world.
The next step in this process is to use these statements to determine what we value above all else as we
continue to be the church God calls us to be in our community and to develop value statements. A group of
parishioners will be undertaking this next phase – look for a report in November. If you would like to be a
part of the values development process, please contact Diana Haramboure, Senior Warden.
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LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING AT BEACHES ESJ!
Blessing of the Pets

Beaches Campus celebrated its annual Blessing of the Pets on October 1 on
the lawn of St. Paul’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church as part of the Feast of St.
Francis of Assisi. St. Paul’s by-the-Sea clergy blessed many types of
animals, including dogs, bearded dragons, hamsters, and even stuffed
animals. St. Francis cared for the poor and sick, he preached sermons to
animals and praised all creatures as brothers and sisters under God. The
campus was excited to welcome this tradition back this year after its virtual
event the previous year.

2022-2023 School Year Applications Now Open!

Now is the time to apply for the 2022-23 school year at all ESJ Campuses! Episcopal families interested in
enrolling at the Beaches Campus (grades Pre-K 3 – 5) or the Munnerlyn Campus (grades 6 – 12) should follow
the Admission Checklist for each campus. Siblings receive priority, but space is limited, so be sure to complete
the application process early to secure your spot for the 2022-2023 school year.
Questions? Contact the campus Admission Directors:
Beaches: Missy Melba, melbam@esj.org
Munnerlyn – Middle School: Amy Gay, gaya@esj.org
Munnerlyn– Upper School: Marcus Wells, wellsm@esj.org

Innovation Lab Sparks Creativity
and Collaboration

The Innovation Lab on the Beaches Campus is a collaborative learning environment where students explore
engineering and team building. Recently, Ms. Wilson’s Grade 4 students collaborated in groups to build houses
out of cardboard that will have electricity. Each student in the group is responsible for creating a room,
designing the space and installing a light source. The Grade 3 students in Ms. McGehee class also participated in
a group engineering project that involved ecosystems and animal adaptations. “It is exciting to see the
collaborative and hands-on approach our students are taking with the lab and learning the engineering design
process. Students build their problem-solving skills that transfer to other disciplines, including math and
science,” said Shannon Johnson, Beaches Campus Science Instructor. The Innovation Lab has been a wonderful
addition to the STEAM program and we are excited to see what our Eagles will create!

Beaches Fine Arts
BFAS kicked off the fall season on October 10 with the wonderful Rastrelli Cello Quartet, and October 29
with Voces8, here at SPBTS!
BEACHES FINE A R T S SERIES PRESENTS
TOMÁSEEN FOLEY’S
A CELTIC CHRISTMAS
Friday, December 10 • 7:30 P M at SPBTS
Reception following the concert.
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November
Sunday

Monday
1
6p Centering
Prayer
6:30p Sewing Grp
7:30p Guild of the
Christ Child

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2
10a Staff Mtg
8p AA meeting

3
8:10a ESJ Chapel
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Zoom Yoga
5:30p Handbells
7p Choir Practice
7:30p AA Mtg

4
9:30a Crafters
6p EFM, CCR

5
7:30a AA
Meeting
6:30p AA
Meeting

6
8a B’hood of
St. Andrew
8:45a AA Meeting

7 Celebrating
8
Veterans’ Day 8:10a ESJ Chapel
9a Disc the Bible
6p Centering
9a Biscuits & Bible
Prayer
10a Eucharist
11:30a Steel Drum
Eucharist
4p Youth Group
6p Youth Confirmation Class

9
10a Staff Mtg
5:15p Outreach
Mtg. on Zoom
6p Foundation Bd
Mtg, C. Lobby
8p AA Meeting.

10
8:10a ESJ Chapel
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Zoom Yoga
5:30p Handbells
7p Choir Practice
7:30p AA Mtg

11
9:30a Crafters
6p EFM, CCR

12
7:30a AA
Meeting
6:30p AA
Meeting
7:30p Prayer
Bath P. Hall
Youth Lock-In

13
8:45a AA Meeting

14 9a Disc the
Bible
9a Biscuits & Bible
10a Eucharist
11:30a Steel Drum
Eucharist
4p Youth Group

16
10a Staff Mtg
11:30a Finance
8p AA Meeting

17

18
9:30a Crafters
6p EFM, CCR
6:30p BFAS Mtg

19
7:30a AA
Meeting
8a Incredible
Edibles Set-up
6:30p AA
Meeting

20
8a Incredible
Edibles
8a BoSA- Lobby
8:30a DoK- CCR
8:45a AA Meeting

21 St Andrew’s Day 22
9a Disc the Bible
ESJ Thanksgiving
9a Biscuits & Bible
Break Begins
10a Eucharist
6p Centering
11:30a Steel Drum
Prayer
Eucharist
4p Youth Group
6p Youth Confirmation Class

23
10a Staff Mtg.
6:30p Vestry Mtg
8p AA Meeting

24
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
Parish Office
closes at noon
7:30p AA Meeting

25
Thanksgiving
Day

26
Parish Office
Closed
6:30p AA
Meeting

27
8:45a AA Meeting

28 1st Sunday of 29
Advent
6p Centering
9a Disc the Bible
Prayer
9a Biscuits & Bible
10a Eucharist
11:30a Steel Drum
Eucharist
4p Youth Group

30
10a Staff Mtg
8p AA Meeting

15
8:10a ESJ Chapel
6p Centering
Prayer
7:30p Guild of the
Christ Child

8:10a ESJ Chapel
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Zoom Yoga
5:30p Handbells
7p Choir Practice
7:30p AA Mtg

UPCOMING EVENTS

December 12 ~ Confirmation Sunday with Bishop Howard
December 19 ~ Lessons & Carols, 10am; Christmas Caroling, 4-6pm
December 24 ~ Family Christmas Service, 5pm ~ Candlelight Eucharist, 7pm

