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REV. LOUANNE’S ANNUAL PARISH MEETING REPORT
The Gospel theme of vine and branches is assigned by the
lectionary for use at a church meeting. Jesus often used
agrarian analogies when he taught, as many of his listeners
were farmers. They would know that Jesus was referring to
a grape vine, and its leafy fruit-producing branches. In the
Middle East, grape vines were planted and cultivated by
almost everyone. The branches of the vines had to be
pruned periodically. This would enable the nutrients of the
vine to spread to the healthiest branches.
A grape vine was also an analogy used by the ancient
prophets for the people of God. Jesus says God is the vine
grower. He himself is the true vine. We, his followers, are
the branches. As branches, we are utterly dependent on the
vine of Christ. He is our source of spiritual sustenance. As
vine branches must abide in or be attached to the vine for
nourishment, we too are dependent on Christ for our spiritual health. If we become disconnected from the vine, we
become spiritually dry like the fruitless branches.
Judging from the level of anger and hate in our society these days, we seem to be disconnected from the vine…
the true vine which seeks to unite us. Families and communities are torn asunder over political and social disagreements. As branches of the vine, we are called to a ministry
of reconciliation. We have much healing work to do. Now,
more than ever, our country needs us, the body of Christ…
the church. The church is made up of people who are different from us. We have different personalities, different
ethnicities, different gender identifications, different political views, and different social values. However, we are one
body, attached to one vine.
Jesus Christ commands us to love one another regardless of our differences. That is what makes us, as Christians, different. We are different from the world in which
we live. We are to love and celebrate our differences. In
Christ there is no east or west. In Christ there is no Jew nor
Gentile. In Christ there is no red or blue. This sort of love
and acceptance can only come from our connection
to Christ, the true vine.
We are all united and nourished by the water of baptism. Through baptism we are grafted into one spiritual
family. We are all part of one body. Some of us are the
heart, some the brain, some the stomach and some the
hands. (Sometimes we can be the gall bladder.)
Someone once wrote: When God is central in our
lives, it shows in the fruit we bear - revenge changes to
support; hate turns to love; greed moves to sharing; apathy
turns to concern; and “me-first” becomes “after you.”
What about the vines that are pruned? Richard Rohr
wrote in part that a "cut-off branch" is a person who can

only see from their small position of "me." Their concern is
what meets "my" needs. Rohr bemoans the fact that our
society is largely populated by cut-off branches. These are
people who seek to fill only their own wants and needs.
Rohr states that contemporary society lacks a commitment
to the common good. This virtue has become a rarity. However, a branch that has remained lovingly, and consciously
connected to its source, God in Christ, strives for the common good. This can also be summed up by the words of
President John F. Kennedy, “Ask not what your country
can do for you. Ask what you can do for your country.”
If we are connected to the true vine, it shows in the
fruits we produce. What fruits have we as a parish family
produced? I think of all the fruit produced through the
vine branch of St. Paul’s by-the-Sea (with God’s help). It
amazed me to look back over the past year.
I want to begin by thanking our energetic and great
staff team. I also thank our wonderful office volunteers.
Many thanks to Jerri Moats for her 18 years as our beloved, bright, and multi-talented office administrator.
Most of you know Jerri and her husband Dennis have sold
their home. They are about to buy an RV to travel the
country. Their dream is about to be fulfilled. While we are
happy for them, and wish them well, our hearts will be
broken. Jerri has promised to be with her SPBTS family
until after Easter and maybe into May. She has also generously offered to help train our new parish secretary. I have
written a job description and will begin advertising. But
how do you replace Jerri Moats? Stay tuned for her appreciation celebration.
I want to quickly highlight just some of the many
wonderful events we again held at SPBTS according to
category.
Worship: We have a fabulous Altar Guild and Flower Guild. Some of our special services were the Kirkin’ of
the Tartans service in celebration of St. Andrew’s Day
and the celebration of St. Francis day at St. Paws by-theSea. Our 11:30 service has grown to 50 people. We have a
new steel drum player, Matthew Olsavsky. Lynne Radcliff and our amazing choir continues to take our music to
new levels. Lynne has recently added two interns. They
are a wonderful addition to our great choir.
Fellowship: We had the Brotherhood’s shrimp dinner
and the Shrove Tuesday Supper. The Foundation took up
the baton of Oktoberfest. We had our Rally Day: bring-afriend-to-church fish fry as well as a fantastic parish retreat at Hanna Park with our AME sister churches.
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Evangelism: We applied and received grant money to
sponsor a girls’ softball team with signs and t-shirts with our
name and logo. We mailed welcoming church postcards to
local zip codes and again hosted a newcomer dinner. This
past year we had one of the largest classes of those confirmed or received. The communications branch of Evangelism worked to keep our website and Facebook posts current. They also produced commercials and optimized (or
boosted) our posts to get more visibility for our parish.
Buildings and Grounds: Thanks to our wardens
and Incredible Edibles, we are pleased to report that we
have a large new exterior sign and campus signage to
help guide our new guests. We have a new lawn service.
Our Lay Weeders and new landscape team have our
grounds looking amazing!
Christian Formation: Last year we hired Josh Fordenbacher as our new Youth Director. VBS was successful. EFM is thriving. We also held several Kettering
Foundation programs on civil dialogue. We held several
dialogue sessions on same gender marriages, as well as
reserved time slots for private office meetings. We had
good participation in our Advent and Lent services. We
began a contemplative prayer group. We have one of the
strongest Daughters-of the-King and Brotherhood of St.
Andrew chapters in the diocese. Yoga class participation
continues to grow, and we now offer Tai Chi classes. In
four months, we will complete the merger of Beaches
Episcopal School and Episcopal School of Jacksonville.
This has been a three-year process through three senior

wardens and myself. It took a lot of our time and energy.
Thank you, wardens and vestry.
This year our stewardship campaign was more successful than ever. Thank you chairs and vestry, and all of
you who support this parish with your time, talent and
treasure. You made this possible.
Incredible Edibles continues to be a huge success and
blesses our parish with funds to purchase things not provided by the budget, like our new sign. Our Foundation Tree
of Life continues to grow for the future needs of our parish.
I will close with our vision for the future. Your vestry leaders and I have spent about two years formulating a
strategic plan for our parish. We have set goals and objectives for the following committees: evangelism, outreach,
spiritual formation, worship, stewardship, buildings and
grounds, fellowship and administration. By next Vestry
meeting, we hope to have all of the action steps in place
with the goal of implementing our plan beginning in
March. This is a very exciting time for us all.
We can do these things only through our union with
Christ the true vine. We are all one in Christ and it takes
ALL of us to do the ministry of this church. I am in awe
of the fruit we are producing.
A vital sign of the risen Christ of Easter is that we
branches are healthy and alive too. When it is evident that
we are alive and responding to the vine, then it is obvious
that it is an alive and thriving vine to which we are attached.
It is hard to believe I have been your rector for almost 3 ½ years. I end by thanking you for your ministry
to God and this community. I am so very, very proud to
be the rector of such a wonderful parish and such selfless
Christians. God bless you all and thank you. Amen.

Your newly elected vestry members are John Fears, Alice Pantfoeder, Pat Rakowski, and Stephen Wagner.
Elected to the Foundation Board are Alan Ennis, Betsy Schifanella, and Anne Simpson. Newly elected diocesan
convention delegate for 2021 and 2022 is Charlotte Crouse; convention alternate is Shelley Bassham. Gratitude to
all of the nominees for their willingness to serve!
Many thanks to our outgoing vestry members: Charlotte Crouse, Lucille Pendleton, Cori Peterson, and Jeane Richards; Foundation members: Rick Hightower, Ken Nimmich, and Drew Peterson; and Convention Delegate: Monica
MacKenzie.

2nd Friday Lunch Bunch December Finance Report
The Second Friday Lunch Bunch will meet
on March 13, 12:30, at Bacon in the Sun
Cafe, located at 798 3rd St. South. This group
is a spin off of the old daytime foyer group. No need to sign up
to belong - just show up to enjoy lunch and fellowship!

Year to Date Giving:
$600,898
Budget Year to Date:
$587,825
Year to Date Overbudget:
$13,073
Thank you for your generosity in 2019!
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Wednesday Nights in Lent
March 4-April 1
6:00-6:30pm Taizé Service / 6:30-7:30pm Light Supper & Program

Embracing Forgiveness

We are excited to present a 5-session program, Embracing Forgiveness, created by Barbara
Crafton. Rev. Crafton is an Episcopal priest, spiritual director, and author; she served as the Rector
of St. Clement's Church in the Manhattan theater district and as a chaplain on the waterfront of
NYC. This is a DVD-based course of study and discussion in the form of input and presentations
from Rev. Crafton, followed by filmed interactions with a small group of adults. The participant
guide then helps our small groups "join the discussion." Each participant will receive a course
workbook which includes, for each session, five reflective activities to help us prepare for some aspect of the session topic.

Next Available Baptism Dates
April 12, Easter Vigil
May 31, Pentecost
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Lenten Meditation Booklets

We give many thanks to Jeane Richards for
organizing our Lenten Meditation booklet, and
to all the contributors. If you would like to
receive the meditations electronically each
day, let Jerri, 249-4091 or jmoats@spbts.net
know. For those who prefer hard copies, they
are in the Christopher Lobby.

Lenten Dinners

Lenten Dinners follow the Taizé Service
on Wednesdays, March 4 through April
1, at 6:30 in the Parish Hall. All dinners
include soup, salad, bread fruit, cheese,
coffee (regular and decaf), and assorted
flavored waters. If you would like to
help with the dinners, please contact
Anne Wiggins, anne.wiggins@att.net or
616-7562.
A menu for each Wednesday dinner will
be listed in the preceding Sunday’s worship bulletin.

EXPERIENCE ICON WRITING
This workshop will take you from a plain white board to a finished icon with silver
leaf. Icon means "image" and tells a story with paint and brush rather than pen and
ink. These "windows to heaven" are created in a prayerful, quiet atmosphere with Gregorian chants playing. No artistic experience is necessary, only an openness to God’s working
through you to create this form of prayer. The class will be held from Monday, March 23 to
Friday, March 27, 8:30am to 4pm, in the Christopher Conference Room. The cost is $200
and includes all supplies. Contact Ann Brodt, 904-510-7451 or abrodt@live.com, for more
information or to sign up.
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Incredible Edibles

Crafters

The Incredible Edibles Crafters are preparing to
start to work again! Thursday, March 5, at
9:30, will be our last “coffee and goodies session.” If you might like to join this fun group,
stop in and get to know us. We meet in
Stormes Hall. Enter the south end of the building through the playground, and you’ll find us
inside the third door on the right. If you get
lost, just ask in the church office, and someone
will direct you to our room. March 12 will be
the beginning of our weekly work sessions,
each Thursday at 9:30. We welcome all newcomers to join our group!

Journeying Together in Love
Presiding Bishop Curry calls us to The Way of Love – to be
“committed to living the way of God’s unconditional, unselfish, sacrificial, and redemptive love” just as the first followers of Christ when the
Christian church began. He calls us to Turn – Learn – Pray – Worship –
Bless – Go – Rest. For more information, check out this website:
www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love.
As Christians, we can go into the world spreading God’s love, by
sharing our resources of time, talent, and treasure. In February, we hosted
the Pablo Towers residents’ birthday party. We fed around 70 residents
and 10 birthday honorees with punch, sandwiches, cookies, snacks, and a giant birthday cake. The event was led
by Kay Tullis, Susie & Mike Miller, Mari Branson, John McCallum, and Marie Bingham, with Sid Spurgin doing
double duty as the Punch Lady & Mistress of Ceremonies. Sid was joined on stage for an amazing musical performance by Erin Wagner which included a rousing version of Happy Birthday! Abraham Lincoln appeared celebrating his 211th birthday and presented a presidential citation & speech. Virginia Wood was also remembered
for starting this tradition with Pablo Towers & SPBTS thirty-three years ago. Lots of fun was had by all. February also saw another blood drive with 6 parishioners giving blood. Looking forward, in March our leftover chili
from Cold Night Shelter will be used to provide a meal for the Habitat Enrichment Program that supplies food
and after school supervision for children in need.
Please consider participating in one of the community outreach activities listed below – sign-up on the new
Outreach board in the Christopher Lobby. We encourage you to use the sign up list in the lobby as it helps the
Outreach Committee members keep track of the number of volunteers interested in helping.

March:

Habitat Enrichment Early Release Program, March 25 – Two volunteers are needed to prepare a meal for
the students who attend this program, which provides homework help and after school activities

April:

Beaches Community Kitchen Easter Bags – We are collecting household and cleaning supplies for those in
need. A list of items needed is on the Outreach board in the Christopher Lobby. Items are needed by April 10.
Pablo Hamlet Lend A Hand, April 18 – Please help Pablo Hamlet residents with cleaning and minor household jobs.

May:

Beaches Habitat Build – Larry Mairs memorial build is scheduled for May 2.
Habitat for Humanity Bike and Build – We will host these young adults who bikes across the country while
participating in Habitat builds along the way. Food is needed for meals and hosting dinner opportunities are
available.
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Beaches Fine Arts Series
Beaches Fine Arts Series continues its free concert season with our annual “Beach Meets West”
residency collaboration with the UNF Department
of Music and its Great American Jazz Series on
THURSDAY, March 5, at 7:30pm in Robinson
Theater at the UNF Fine Arts Center. This concert
will feature the great jazz trombonist Wycliffe
Gordon in “Hello Pops! A Tribute to Louis Armstrong”. Mr. Gordon will spend the week working
with the fabulous UNF Jazz Ensemble 1 to prepare
this great free concert for the community. I hope
you will join us. Don’t forget that this concert is on
THURSDAY, not our usual Friday night.
Looking ahead, we will bring the Russian ensemble, Rastrelli Cello Quartet, to SPBTS on Friday, April 3, for a marvelous concert featuring music of the ages, entitled “Brahms till Beatles”, with
something for everyone! Doors open at 6:45pm for
this concert in the beautiful sanctuary. An art exhibit featuring the wonderful work of Keith Doles
will follow the concert. Keith’s work won our an-

by Anne Wiggins

by Kathy Wallis
nual juried art show
and will be featured
prominently on our
programs, schedules, and website
for 2020-2021.
Finally, if you
or someone you
know supports the
work of BFAS, and
you would like to
learn to dance while
raising funds to
bring our free programs to the community, contact us about the possibility of becoming one of our STARS for the 2020 First Coast
Dancing with the Stars. This major fundraising
event will be held on September 12, 2020. Give us
a call, 904-270-1771 to discuss!
See you at the concerts!

Milestones
Deaths: Shirley Cook, February 3
Lois Ann Cuffe, February 17
Mary McIntosh, February 19

St. Mary’s Church Finds a Companion Church
SPBTS became the companion church for St.
Paul’s in Cienfuegos in 1988 when the program started, and continues the relationship today. About eight
years ago, we agreed to pick up St. Mary’s church in
Rodas as a second companion church since both
churches are served by Rev. Gilberto Junco. At the
time, St. Mary’s, a small church in a very small town,
was without a companion church, and had been so
since the beginning of the Diocese’s Cuban Companion Program. We felt, since there was a need to help
St. Mary’s, we would until their own companion
church could be found.
Just this past November their dream of their
own companion church was fulfilled. St. David’s
Episcopal Church in Radnor, Pennsylvania recently
agreed to become St. Mary’s companion parish, having
visited a number of churches during their visits to Cuba last year. They traveled to Rodas to install a water
system this past November, but their water system
along with two others intended for a clinic in Matan-

zas, were held up in customs in Havana. Despite this
setback, the team from St. David’s continued on to
Rodas and prepared the site for the water installation
and did some other church and garden maintenance
projects. Once the water system is out of customs, Rev.
Junco has a team ready to install it.
While we are happy St. Mary’s has their own
companion church, we will miss having them as our
companion church. We rejoice with them in their fortune of the water filter system as it benefits so many.
(As does the one installed in St. Paul’s several years
ago.) Part of the agreement that is made with the
churches where the water filter systems are installed is
that they are to open their building to members of the
community once or twice a week so people can come in
and fill their containers.
St. David’s posted a great video of their trip.
Most of it takes place in Havana and Rodas but a few
of the shots at the end are from Cienfuegos. Check it
out at https://youtu.be/6g6JaeFM7WU .
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Shrove Tuesday Dinner ~ Delish!!!

This year’s Shrove Tuesday Dinner was a great success! Rave reviews on the savory:
beans, rice, & greens, as well as the sweet: pancakes with all the fixings. Thank you to
the youth who served and to the adults: Felicia Boyd, Amanda Davis, Josh and Fawne
Fordenbacher, Joe and Nicole Gilbert, Babette Kissam, Dan Legett, Jeanne Reichmann,
and Amy Waters.
Job well done!

Look What’s Happening at Beaches Episcopal School!
Enrollment Heating Up ~ BES Accepting Applications

It's that time of the year when we encourage our friends and families to spread the news
about our school with your friends and family who are looking for a school home for their
children in Jacksonville and the beaches. We invite you, our SPBTS family, to share with
those in your sphere of influence about the amazing things happening at BES as we draw
closer to our merger with Episcopal
School of Jacksonville on July 1, 2020.
Many of our grade levels are close to filling
up for the 2020-2021 school year, so please
have prospective families contact Ashley
Davis, Admissions Director, at (904) 2462466 for more information or to schedule a
personal school tour. Important: Some
SPBTS parishioners may receive a discount
on tuition. Check with Dwin Ford in the
church office for more details. Thank you for
your support of our students and our school!

Upcoming Events: Spring Break: March 16-20 / Spring Musical: April 16 at 5:30pm
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March
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
11:30a Sandals S, S
Eucharist
6p SPY Meeting

2
8:10a BES
Chapel
6pm Centering
Prayer Grp
7p Guild of the
Christ Child

3
10a Staff Mtg.
8p AA meeting

8 Daylight Savings
Time Begins
7:30a Eucharist
8:30a Budget Wkshp
8:15a Breakfast
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
11:30a Sandals S, S
Eucharist
5p Civic Orchestra
6p SPY Meeting

9
10
8:10a BES
10a Staff Mtg
Chapel
11:30a Grief
6pm Centering
Support Group
Prayer Grp
5:15p Outreach
6:30p BES Board
Committee
8p AA meeting

15
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
11:30a Sandals S, S
Eucharist
6p SPY Meeting

16 BES
SPRING BREAK
BEGINS
6pm Centering
Prayer Grp
7p Guild of the
Christ Child

22
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Discover the Bible
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s S.S.
11:30a Sandals S, S
Eucharist
6p SPY Meeting

23
8:10a BES
Chapel
8:30a Icon
Workshop
6pm Centering
Prayer Grp

24
8:30a Icon
Workshop
10a Staff Mtg
11:30a Grief
Support Group
6:30p Vestry
Meeting
8p AA Meeting

29
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s S.S.
11:30a Sandals S, S
Eucharist
6p SPY Meeting

30
8:10a BES
Chapel
6pm Centering
Prayer Grp

31
10a Staff Mtg
11:30a Grief
Support Group
2p Dream Group
8p AA Meeting

17
10a Staff Mtg
11:30a Finance
Mtg
8p AA Meeting

Wednesday Thursday
4
8:10 BES Chapel
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Yoga
6p Taizé Service
6:30p Lenten
Program
7:30p AA Meeting

5
7:30a BES Exec
Committee
5:30p Tai Chi

11
8:10 BES Chapel
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Yoga
6p Taizé Service
6:30p Lenten
7:30p AA Meeting

12
9:30a Crafters
6:30p EFM
5:30p Tai Chi

18
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a St. Monica’s
11:30a Yoga
6p Taizé Service
6:30p Lenten
Program
7:30p AA Meeting

19
9:30a Crafters
6:30p EFM
5:30p Tai Chi

25
8:30a Icon
Workshop
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Yoga
6p Taizé Service
6:30p Lenten
Program
7:30p AA Meeting

26
8:30a Icon
Workshop
9:30a Crafters
6:30p EFM
5:30p Tai Chi

Friday
6
6p BES Parent
Social
6:30p AA Mtg

Saturday
7
8a B’hood of
St. Andrew
8:45a AA Mtg

Wednesday Music Rehearsals
3:30p Children’s Choir
5p Bell Choir
7:15p Chancel Choir
13
12:30pm Lunch
Bunch
6:30p AA Mtg

14
8:45a AA Mtg

Wednesday Music Rehearsals
3:30p Children’s Choir
5p Bell Choir
7:15p Chancel Choir
20
6:30p AA Mtg

21
8a B’hood Mtg
8a Daughters of
the King
8:45a AA Mtg

Wednesday Music Rehearsals
3:30p Children’s Choir
5p Bell Choir
7:15p Chancel Choir
27
8:30a Icon
Workshop
6:30p AA Mtg

Wednesday Music Rehearsals
3:30p Children’s Choir
5p Bell Choir
7:15p Chancel Choir

UPCOMING EVENTS
April 5 - Palm Sunday
April 9 - Maundy Thursday
April 10 - Good Friday
April 12 - Easter Day

28
8:45a AA Mtg
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St. Paul’s by-the-Sea is committed to renewal based on powerful
worship, unconditional welcome for the seeker,
and passionate service to the community.
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
7:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
9:00 AM—CHRISTIAN FORMATION
10:00 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
11:30 AM—SHORTS, SANDALS, & STEEL DRUM SERVICE
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 AM—BIBLE STUDY
10:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
6:00 PM - TAIZE SERVICE (during Lent)

Tidings
from

St. Paul’s by-the-Sea
The deadline for articles to
appear in Tidings is the 15th
of the month.

Please email your articles to
Jerri at jmoats@spbts.net.

