December 2019

A LETTER FROM OUR RECTOR
Dear Loved Ones,
November was a fun and busy time at St. Paul’s bythe-Sea. We had a meaningful All Saints’ Day, a moving
Veterans’ Day concert, and another wonderful St. Andrews Day Kirkin o’ the Tartans service. Many thanks to
those who made our St. Andrew’s Day such a success!
Kevin Burke of St. Andrews Society supplied beautiful
tartans to adorn our church, Lou Henningsen, Dennis
Moats, and Vin Underwood provided terrific Scottish
music, and Grace Burg entertained us with two lively
Highland dances. Thank you, all!
Our Incredible Edible sale was, again, a wonderful
success! Thanks to the hard work of all! Please remember to thank co-chairs Evie Gabrielle and Monica MacKenzie, the department heads, and all the crafty ladies,
artists, bakers, and those who donated items to make this
bazaar possible.
We have now moved into the season of Advent,
which for Christians means Jesus’ coming. The first early
church record of the observance of the season of advent
was in 380AD. Advent begins our church liturgical new
year. This year we will shift from reading the lessons assigned to year C, to those assigned for year A. Advent
always begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas and
continues through the day before Christmas. Advent is a
time of preparation and expectation for the celebration of
our Lord’s nativity. It is also a time to be alert to the
final coming of the cosmic Christ in power and
Great Glory.
The colors used in the church change from the
green hangings in ordinary time to blue, the color
the church associates with preparation.
On entering the church, you will notice a nice,
large Advent wreath. The lighting of the wreath and
prayers are a way to help us in our Advent preparation. The wreath is a circle, which symbolizes eternity, as it has no beginning or end. The wreath is
made of fresh evergreens, because Christ came to
give us everlasting life through his passion, death,
and resurrection. Three candles are blue, symbolizing preparation as we prepare our hearts for
Christ’s coming. The pink candle symbolizes the
same but highlights the third Sunday of Advent as a
time of refreshment. This is known as refreshment
Sunday, or Gaudate, which is Latin for rejoice. The
lessons assigned for that Sunday usually include the
word rejoice. We rejoice that day, because our spiritual preparation is now halfway finished. The light

of the candles represent Christ, who entered this world
to scatter the darkness of evil, and show us the way of
righteousness. The progression of lighting candles
shows our increasing readiness to meet our Lord.
Making and lighting the wreath is a spiritual practice to help us keep our focus on the true meaning of
Christmas. Many light the appropriate candles at dinnertime and say the special prayers. During Advent we
strive to block out the commercialization of Christmas,
slow down and prepare our spiritual hearts for the coming of Christ at Christmas.
My prayer for us all is that our spiritual preparation
will “increase our longing for Christ our Savior and give
us the strength to grow in love, that the dawn of His
coming may find us rejoicing in His presence and welcoming the light of his truth.”
May God bless us all in this Advent and Christmas season.
The Rev. Louanne Loch+

New Exterior Signs!

Our exterior sign has been renovated
and all the directional signs have been
replaced! Many thanks to our wardens,
Jeane Richards and Mike Borno, for
overseeing this project and to Incredible
Edibles for funding! Plans are in the
works to have the coquina on the main
sign cleaned before Christmas.
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A
giant

THANK YOU

goes out to
everyone who
volunteered and
donated to support
our
special event!

Many thanks to our Incredible Edible’s committee who once again organized an amazing bazaar! Please take a moment
to thank Evie Gabrielle, Monica MacKenzie, and their committee chairs: Shelley Bassham, Ann Brodt, Liz Collins, Diane Cooper, Carolyn Evans, Nye Nicholson, Heather Nickodem, Jeanne Reichmann, Dave and Pat Rakowski, Sally
Roberts, and Vickie Taylor, and their teams! We also thank the Brotherhood of St. Andrew for logistics, and the many
parishioners who donated items and helped in so many ways. We couldn’t do it without you!

Christmas Service Times
& Holiday Office Hours
We will celebrate the birth of our Savior on
Christmas Eve at two worship services:
a Family Service with a pageant at 5pm
and a Candlelight Eucharist at 7pm.
The parish office will be closed
December 24 and 25 for Christmas
and closed at noon on December 31
and all day on January 1.

Brotherhood of St. Andrew’s
7th Annual Raffle Fundraiser

The Brotherhood of St Andrew’s annual Raffle
Tickets are on sale now! To support the
Brotherhood’s many ministries of outreach and
a chance to win either $750, $500, or $250,
see any member of the Brotherhood
or call the parish office, 904-249-4091.
1 ticket: $5 / 5 tickets: $10 / 12 tickets: $20
Winners will be drawn on
December 22 at coffee hour.
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Fun Facts About OUR CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS
1. The first artificial Christmas tree wasn’t a tree at all. It was created out of goose
feathers that were dyed green. They were developed in Germany in the 19th century due to a major deforestation. The feather trees became increasingly popular
during the early continuous 20thcentury and finally made their way to the U. S.
2. Each year more than 3 billion Christmas cards are sent in the U.S. alone.
3. According to the Guinness world records, the tallest Christmas tree ever cut
was a 221 ft. Douglas Fir that was displayed in 1950 at the Northgate Shopping Center in Seattle, Washington.
4. Christmas trees have been sold in the U.S. since 1850.
5. In A.D. 350, Pope Julius I, bishop of Rome, proclaimed December
25th the official celebration date for the birthday of Christ.

Next Baptism Sunday

The next available baptism dates are January
13, the Baptism of Our Lord and April 20,
Pentecost Sunday. Please contact Jerri, 2494091 or jmoats@spbts.net, for more information or to schedule a baptism .

Milestones
Births:

Vivian, Tyler, & Theodore Miller-Sattler,
December 2
Baptisms: Peter Havens, November 3
Avi Landis, November 3
Cadence Palm Rady, November 10
Deaths: Virginia Wood, November 1
David Todd, November 17
Joseph Waddill, November 26

October Finance Report

If you purchased gifts for the people on our Angel
Tree, please wrap and package them according to
the instructions, and bring them to the church by
December 8, when they will be blessed. Thank you
so much for your support of this ministry!

Second Friday Lunch Bunch

The Second Friday Lunch Bunch invites you to
join them for a delicious lunch at Penman Diner
on December 13 at 12:30pm. Please join us. All
are welcome – bring a friend! For more info, call
Sally Roberts, 904-221-4463.

Year to Date Giving:
$472,034
Budget Year to Date:
$494,260
Year to Date Underbudget:
$22,226
As we enter the final month of the year, we hope
you will take time to review your giving for the
year, and if able, fulfill your 2019 pledge to St.
Paul’s by-the-Sea by December 31.

Best Shrimp Dinner Ever!

And we mean THE BEST! The Brotherhood’s
Shrimp dinner is Saturday, February 22. Tickets will
go on sale in January. This is an adult night out, childcare will be provided. Watch your Sunday bulletin for
more information.
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Journeying Together in Love

Presiding Bishop Curry calls us to The Way of Love – to be “committed to living the way of God’s unconditional, unselfish, sacrificial, and redemptive love” just as the first followers of Christ when the Christian
church began. He calls us to Turn – Learn – Pray – Worship – Bless – Go – Rest. For more information,
check out this website: www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love.
As Christians, we can go into the world spreading God’s love, by sharing our resources of time, talent and
treasure. Please consider participating in one of the community outreach activities listed here – sign-up on
the Outreach poster in the Christopher Lobby. We encourage you to use the sign up list in the Lobby as
it helps the Outreach Committee members keep track of the number of volunteers interested in helping.
DECEMBER
Angle Tree Program - Gifts are due December 8.
Pablo Towers Christmas Party - We need cookies to supplement the annual Christmas party for the Pablo
Towers’ residents. Please bring your cookies to the church office by noon on Friday, December 6. Remember the church office closes at noon on Fridays. The party at Pablo Towers starts at 4pm and all are
welcome to attend!
Habitat Enrichment Program - Two volunteers are needed December 12, 3-5pm. This is our quarterly
program with the kids and the event this time will be helping them decorate Christmas cookies. Please
join us.
Christmas Caroling for SPBTS members - On December 22 we will serenade members of SPBTS with
the sounds of the season. Please lend your voice to help with this wonderful gift to those who may need
an uplifting during the holiday season.
JANUARY
Habitat Build - Look for the opportunity to participate in a Habitat for Humanity build with other members of SPBTS. The build in January is in memory of SPBTS member Roger Brodt, who was very active
in Habitat and whose birthday was in January.

BEAM NEWS
It is with sadness that we tell you BEAM is closing the Mayport Road thrift store, but it is with joy that the closing is making room for a new Senior program . The new program will have a newly hired case manager, Debbie
Andalora. For more information on how you can help, contact Debbie, 904-241-7437 x110 or debbie@jaxbeam.org. There is always a need for volunteers in the food pantry, interviewers for financial aid, help in
the thrift store or work in our amazing garden. If you have questions, please call Susie Miller at 904-662-7249

by Kathy Wallis
Greetings! Beaches Fine Arts Series will present the stunning 17-yearold Mexican pianist, Daniela Liebman, in a solo recital at St. Paul’s bythe-Sea on Friday, December 13 at 7:30 pm. Join us in our beautiful
sanctuary to hear some wonderful music by this outstanding young
woman, who has been named by Forbes Mexico as one of the “40 most
creative women in Mexico”. Daniela will perform several outreach programs as well—including one in the SPBTS Sanctuary. For the concert,
she will perform works by Prokofiev, Schubert, Debussy, and Chopin.
Doors open at 6:45pm. A reception follows in the Parish Hall, with an
outstanding art exhibit by Michele D. Lee. We hope to see you there!
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LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING AT BEACHES EPISCOPAL SCHOOL !

Lessons and Carols

BES students will celebrate the Christmas season with the annual
Lessons and Carols program on Wednesday, December 18 at 9am
in the church. The celebration will include Christmas hymns and 6th
grade nativity play. St. Paul’s by-the-Sea members are welcomed
and encouraged to attend!

Admissions Open House

We invite you to attend the Admissions Open House on Thursday, January 23, 2020. Learn about the educational
opportunities that BES students experience that not only prepares them to be successful for the next stage, but also
sets them on a trajectory towards living remarkable lives. Join us at 9:00 a.m. for a personal tour of the campus,
refreshments, and a question and answer session with BES administration and parents. More information will be
shared about the upcoming merger between BES and Episcopal School of Jacksonville. Prospective parents should
contact Ashley Davis, Admissions Director, at 246-2466 ext. 137 or adavis@beachesepiscopalschool.org for more
information or to schedule an individual school tour.

Upcoming Important Dates
December 18
Dec. 23 – January 7
Tuesday, January 8
Thursday, Jan. 23

Lessons and Carols, 9am
Christmas Break
Classes resume
Admissions Open House at 9:00 a.m.
In Hope Hall
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465 Eleventh Avenue N · Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 ·
Phone: 904-249-4091 / Fax: 904-249-0409
Website: www.spbts.net
St. Paul’s by-the-Sea is committed to renewal based on powerful
worship, unconditional welcome for the seeker,
and passionate service to the community.
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
7:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
9:00 AM—CHRISTIAN FORMATION
10:00 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
11:30 AM—SHORTS, SANDALS, & STEEL DRUM SERVICE
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 AM—BIBLE STUDY
10:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
6:00 PM - TAIZE SERVICE (during Lent)

Tidings
from

St. Paul’s by-the-Sea
The deadline for articles to
appear in Tidings is the 15th
of the month.
Please email your articles to
Jerri at jmoats@spbts.net.

