
LETTER FROM OUR RECTOR 
with his cross to Golgotha, as the priests read each ac-
count of the story moving from station to station.   
 The Easter Vigil or “Great Vigil” is the first service 
of Easter. This year it will begin at 6:30am Easter Sun-
day morning. The service begins in pitch black outside 
as if we are waiting outside the tomb in which our 
Lord’s body was placed.   
 We then say a prayer to bless the holy flame from 
which we  light the new Paschal candle in the back of 
the church. The clergy and congregation then move into 
the church which is dark and resembles a tomb. The 
light of Christ, known as the “Exsultet” is said as the 
newly blessed Paschal candle moves down the aisle and 
is put in its place in the Paschal candle stand.  
 This movement is followed by lessons, prayers, and 
a sermon. Then we will joyously celebrate three bap-
tisms. Baptism on this morning is particularly fitting at 
the Great Vigil, as that is when the earliest Christians 
held baptisms. By this act we link Christ’s death and res-
urrection with our own dying to our old self by water 
and rising to the newness of our spiritual life. 
 I look forward to our worship together the next few 
weeks, during our Holy Week services, and at one of our 
two Easter services on Sunday. May God continue to 
walk with us all and give us strength as we near the end 
of our Lenten journey together. 
                         God bless you and us all, 

                        Rev. Louanne Loch + 

 On April 1st, we will have only three weeks remain-
ing in Lent (Holy week is included in the 40 days of 
Lent).  Holy Week services and Easter are quickly ap-
proaching.   
 In this letter, I want to highlight and briefly explain 
Holy Week services that those new to a liturgical church 
such as the Episcopal Church may have never experi-
enced. These services are especially rich in history and 
meaning and help us prepare our hearts for Jesus’ resur-
rection on Easter Sunday. 
 The first is “Maundy Thursday.” The name Maundy 
comes from the Latin Mandatum Novum, or command-
ment/mandate, for us to love one another. Early church 
records tell us Maundy Thursday has been observed by 
the church as long ago as 381AD. In the Gospel of John 
assigned for the day, Jesus gave his disciples this new 
commandment.   
 On the Thursday before Jesus’ crucifixion, Jesus and 
his disciples shared a communal meal called the Passo-
ver/Seder. On that night, Jesus instituted the Eucharist.  
 At this service, many of our parishioners choose to 
take turns washing one another’s feet as an example of 
servanthood. Others choose to observe. Our Maundy 
Thursday service will begin at 6pm.  
 This night we consecrate enough bread and wine for 
our Good Friday services the next day.  After all have 
received the Holy Sacrament, we dim the lights in the 
church. Our altar guild then strips the altar hangings, 
brass crosses, and removes all portable items 
from the church for a ceremonial cleaning of 
the altar.  We all leave in silence. It is a very 
powerful service. Others will sign up to stay for 
the Thursday night/Friday morning vigil and 
pray before the reserve sacrament.  
 The next day is Good Friday. Good Friday 
is a day of fasting and “special acts of discipline 
and self-denial.” This is one of two days of fast-
ing the Episcopal Church officially observes 
(the other fast day being Ash Wednesday.) On 
Good Friday, the church commemorates the cru-
cifixion and death of Jesus on the cross.   
 At the 12pm and 6pm services, the congre-
gation will receive communion using Thurs-
day’s pre-consecrated bread and wine, known 
as the Reserve Sacrament. Those who choose to 
stay will spend the next 30 minutes in prayer or 
walking the 14 stations with Jesus on his walk 
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On March 10 at the 11:30am service, Rev. Louanne blessed members of  
The Misfits, the girls’ softball team sponsored by SPBTS.  Photo: Tom Schifanella 
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Easter Flowers 

If you would like to provide Easter flowers in 
memory of, or in thanksgiving for, a special 
someone look for the insert in Sunday’s worship 
bulletins. Your donations will support the Flower 
Guild and will bring special music to our Sunday 
worship services.  

home of Kathy Wallis, our Executive Director.  
Our Sunset Serenade will feature the Cavatina 
Duo, performing romantic French and Argentine 
music. For tickets, please go to our website, 
www.beachesfinearts.org, or send a check to our 
office at 416 12th Avenue North, 32250. 
     Mark your calendars for our annual First Coast 
Dancing with the Stars on September 14 at WJCT 
Studios.  We have several celebrities from the 
beaches area participating in the fundraiser this 
year—to be announced on May 2 at our Reveal! 
 Thank you for your support of Beaches Fine 
Arts during our 46th season. We look forward to 
announcing our 47th season in the June edition of 
Tidings! 

Beaches Fine Arts Series by Kathy Wallis 

 The final concert of the 46th season of Beaches 
Fine Arts will feature an eclectic ensemble, Fan-
dango! The group is comprised of guitar, flute, 
violin and cello. They hail from Spain, Bosnia, 
UK, and USA and will perform works by Vivaldi, 
De Falla, Ravel, and Tadic. Join us on April 12 at 
7:30pm to hear this great selection of music from 
around the world. Doors open at 6:45pm and seat-
ing is first come, first served.  A reception follows 
with fabulous artwork by Princess Simpson Ra-
shid.  Ms. Rashid recently won the annual BFAS 
Juried Art Show, and her work will be featured on 
our schedules and programs next year. 
 We are also entering our “fundraising season,” 
which kicks off on April 13 at the St. Augustine 

   Help Us Make Palm  
      Crosses for Palm Sunday  

 
 
 

          Join us in the Christopher Building  
                                on Saturday, April 13.  

 
                                 The time of this event  
                               will be announced soon.  

 
          Bring a friend or the whole family.   
                    We will teach you how! 

   He is 
 
 
 
 
 

       Risen! 

 April 18, 6pm* ~ Maundy Thursday Service 
   followed by the Maundy Thursday Watch   
  

April 19, 12pm & 6pm* ~ Good Friday Service 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 21, Easter Day 
 6:30am ~ The Easter Vigil*  
 8:30am ~ Festival Breakfast 
 9:30am ~ Egg Hunt  
   10:00am ~ The Festival Eucharist* 
    

  

*Child care available 

 Milestones 

Birth:  Joseph John Alfano 
           March 5 
Death: William Madden 
 March 19 

 Discover the Bible 

This group meets each Sun-
day at 9am in the Christo-
pher Conference Room to 
discuss the readings to be 
used in that day’s worship 
service. All are invited to 
join in the discussion. 
Please come: you will be 
welcomed!  
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West Point Glee Club to Perform at SPBTS! 
 St. Paul's by-the-Sea is excited to present the West Point Glee Club for a concert on Saturday, April 13 
at 4pm. West Point Glee Club is one of the U.S. Military Academy’s most visible cadet organizations. For 
over one hundred years, its members have touched audiences around the world with a model depiction of 
the Corps of Cadets through live performance in the nation’s finest concert halls, national network and fea-
ture film appearances, and recordings.  
 Under the direction of Constance Chase since 1999, the Glee Club’s recent seasons have included the 
ABC television special Taking the Stage and Changing America, filmed at The Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts where they shared the stage with Tom Hanks, General Colin Powell, USA (Ret) and origi-
nal members of the Tuskegee Airmen, the Carnegie Hall New York premiere of Jake Runestad’s Dreams of 
the Fallen, the West Point Band Bicentennial Gala Concert at Lincoln Center, two national broadcasts of 
Macy’s Fourth of July Fireworks Spectacular, appearances with Trace Adkins at Foxwoods Casino and 
West Point’s Eisenhower Hall Theatre, concert tours to Kansas City, Chicago, Madison, WI, Memphis, 
TN, and run-out concerts in New York, Connecticut and New Jersey. The Glee Club’s most recent release 
is Who Are the Brave: The Skywalker Session, a promotional CD recorded at renowned Skywalker Studio 
at George Lucas’s Skywalker Ranch, Marin, California. The camaraderie enjoyed by members in their pur-
suit of musical excellence is best summed up in the club’s time-honored motto: No fun without music, no 
music without fun! 

 

Crafts, Crafts, and More Crafts! 
 
 

The Incredible Edibles Crafters begin their Thurs-
day morning workshops on May 2 and we hope you 
will give us a try! We meet at 9:30am in our craft 
room in Stormes Hall. If you’re not sure where to 
go, just ask in the church office, and someone will 
point you in the right direction. If you’re not all that 
crafty, there are still jobs for you to do, and there’s 
lots of fun, fellowship, and laughter!  

And Then There’s Collectibles! 
 
 

Spring Cleaning? Remember that Incredible Edibles 
would love to have any “treasures” you no longer 
need for our Incredible Collectibles Corner. Large or 
small: all items work for us as we have room to store 
them until the big sale in November. Please contact 
Catherine at the church to arrange dropping off your 
donations. Questions? Contact Heather Nickodem, 
904-472-5842. 

Incredible Edibles - 2019! 
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 Presiding Bishop Curry calls us to The Way of Love – to be “committed to living the way of God’s un-
conditional, unselfish, sacrificial, and redemptive love” just as the first followers of Christ when the Christian 
church began. He calls us to Turn–Learn–Pray– Worship – Bless – Go – Rest. For more information, check 
out www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love. 
 As Christians, we can go into the world spreading God’s love by sharing our resources of time, talent and 
treasure. In March, we began a new outreach project: serving a meal at the Beaches Habitat After School En-
richment Program at Jordan Park in Atlantic Beach.  A meal of chili with various toppings was served to about 
50 school-age children in the after school program who would not normally receive this type of meal. Many 
thanks is extended to those who donated chili, bread and condiments for this meal. Look for additional oppor-
tunities to help in September and December.  In addition, the ability to help those in need at Pablo Hamlet will 
also be a quarterly event.  Look for events in January, April, July and October.  
 Please consider participating in one of the community outreach activities listed here – sign-up on the Out-
reach poster in the Christopher Lobby.  
 

April ~ Community Kitchen Easter Bags / Pablo Hamlet 
• We will create Easter bags for the food-recipients of Beaches Community 

Kitchen filled with cleaning supplies and personal items.  Donations will begin 
in early April. Please look for the donation basket in the Christopher Lobby and 
a list of items needed. The deadline for donated items is Friday, April 19. 

• The next Pablo Hamlet outreach is April 13. Residents need assistance with 
light cleaning and organizing.   

 

May ~ Beaches Habitat Build and BEAM Mothers’ Day Tea 
• Help with a Beaches Habitat build in honor of long time SPBTS member Larry 

Mairs. Larry spent many hours volunteering for Beaches Habitat and has a 
house dedicated in his name in Atlantic Beach.  

• Please consider donating small cosmetic items like lipsticks, nail polish, lotions, 
nail files, etc. for the BEAM Mothers’ Day Tea hosted by BEAM. This pro-
gram helps single-parent mothers with parenting and life skills.   

 

June ~ Beaches Habitat Summer Camp Program 
• Please consider providing ice cream for the Beaches Habitat kids’ summer 

camp program.  Imagine the delight on the young faces as they enjoy a cool 
treat in the heat of summer.  

 

by Anne Wiggins 

Friends & family were on hand to celebrate the dedication of  
William Adams’ new Habitat House on March 2. 

Outreach to  
Our Own 

Some of our parishion-
ers may need help with 
chores around their 
house . If you need help 
or know of a parishioner 
who could benefit from 
a helping hand, please 
contact Jeane Richards 
at 904-910-7354 or 
jeanefrichards@att.net. 

  

  

  

 

 

 

February  
Finance  
Report  

 

Year to Date Giving: $130,990 

Budget Year to Date: $130,915 

Overbudget Gifts Received: $75 
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Second Friday Lunch Bunch  
On Friday, April 12, at 12:30, the Second Friday Lunch Bunch will try another res-
taurant: Another Broken Egg Café at 2230 3rd Street S (where Jason’s Deli used to 
be.) You’re invited! Please join us for lunch and fellowship, and bring your friends!  
Hope to see you there! 

       Since 2007, there have been many changes in Cuba.  That was my first trip to 
Cuba - I only saw one other American, a man from Texas in the Havana art mar-
ket who came in through Mexico.  It was a shock after a week of seeing no one 
but Cubans and he was equally surprised to see our group.  Currently in Cuba, 
Americans arrive on cruise ships almost daily and English is frequently heard in 
the streets.  Most Cubans now have cell phones and connect to unguarded Wi-Fi 

networks of the hotels and businesses in the city.  Groups of people stand outside these buildings nightly and con-
nect to Wi-Fi so they can talk to their relatives in the U.S. or other countries on communication apps.   
 While the main purpose of this recent trip, taken by myself and Karan Gilbert in late February, was to deliver 
the Stations of the Cross to Santa Maria in time for Lent, it also allowed us to see some interesting changes in the 
culture. We arrived the day before Cubans were to vote on whether or not to accept the new Constitution which is 
expected to bring changes such as a new state structure and a transformed political system.  The government is still 
led by the Communist Party, but it will be different and is expected to confront big challenges. Within five months, 
the government is required to pass a new electoral law that splits the roles of head of state and government between 
the current president and the new post of prime minister. A new set of governors will replace the Communist Party 
First Secretaries as the highest official in Cuba's 15 provinces.  And while the Communist Party remains the only 
permitted political group, the wording of the new constitution could allow voters to choose between various candi-
dates rather than simply voting yes or no for a government-commissioned, pre-selected candidate.   
 And while there are sweeping changes in the government, they are not the only ones under the new President, 
Miguel Díaz-Canel.  Smaller ones, closer to the average Cuban, are taking place. For example Rev. Junco of our 
companion church San Pablo tells us the new President says he feels Sunday should be a day for families to gather 
and rest, not work.  He doesn’t wear the military uniform worn by the two previous presidents, but on the Sunday 
morning of the historic voting, he wore a casual collared shirt as he and his wife walked up to the polling precinct 
to vote.  We watched it early Sunday morning on television as we ate breakfast in Rev. Junco’s home before the 
church service.   Later that day, we stopped at the voting precinct so Rev. Junco and his wife Mayelín could vote 
before heading to Rodas to 
deliver the very-well-received 
Stations of the Cross icons for 
our companion church Santa 
Maria.  We were warmly wel-
comed as always, enjoyed 
wonderful hospitality and 
hung the Stations in the church 
as part of the service.  The 
small congregation was very 
pleased and sends you their 
thanks, and their love.   
 And while things are 
changing in Cuba, some re-
main the same. Sugar cane still 
grows tall and thick on both sides of the unmarked roads that serve as highways between the cities. (It always 
amazes me when I get into a car in Cuba that we reach our destination without hitting something or someone.) 
Children still play soccer barefoot in the city streets. And, of the two hymns the San Pablo choir sings every Sun-
day before the service starts, the second one always makes me cry.  It was a good trip.   

 
 
 

Information from NBC news website, 3/14/19 
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/cuba-s-new-constitution-could-reshape-government-economy-rights-n983136 

 

 

by Anne Wiggins 
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LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING AT BEACHES EPISCOPAL SCHOOL ! 

Register Online for BES Summer Camp! 
Mark your calendars and make plans now for your children to attend the 2019 BES Summer 
Camp, “The Best Camp at the Beach!” Go to www.BeachesEpiscopalSchool.org, click on 

Programs and 
Summer Camp 
2019 to register 
your students online 
for this year's camp program! The 
camp will run during the following 
weeks: June 10-14, June 17-21, June 
24-28, July 8-12, and July 15-19. 
Camp is available to students entering 
prek4 through sixth grade. You can 
find out more about this year’s camp 
from Dallas Skornia, Director of Com-
munications, at 246-2466 x.121, or 
dskornia@beachesepiscopalschool.org  

 
*All programs are facilitated by adult 

educators who are associated with 
Beaches Episcopal School. 

Enrollment Heating Up! We’re Accepting Applications 
 We are currently accepting appli-
cations for the 2019-2020 academic 
year for certain grade levels. If you 
know of people who are looking for 
an exceptional education for their 
child, they can contact our Admis-
sions Director, Ashley Davis, ada-
vis@beachesepiscopalschool.org or 
246-2466 ext. 137. Word of mouth is 
our greatest source of marketing. You 
are our most dedicated advocates, and 
we truly appreciate your support. 
 

 Please encourage your friends to 
submit their application now to secure 
their spot. For more information  
about the application process, go to 
www.Beaches Episcopal School.org, 
and click on Admissions and How to 
Apply Online. 
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April 
 

 

Sunday 

  

Monday 

  

Tuesday 

  

Wednesday 

  

Thursday 

  

Friday 

  

Saturday 

   1 
8:10a BES  
   Chapel 
6p Centering                                       
   Prayer Grp 
6:30p Sewing 
   Group 
7p Guild of the 
   Christ Child  

 2 
10a Staff Mtg. 
12:30p BES 
   Rehearsal 
8p  AA 

3 
8:10a  BES All  
   School Chapel 
9a Bible Study 
10:30a Eucharist 
11:30a Yoga 
6p Taizé Service 
6:30p Lenten  
   Program 
7:30p AA Meeting 

4 
6:30p EFM 

5 
6:30p AA Mtg 

6 
8a B’hood of   
   St. Andrew 
8:45a AA Mtg 
. 

7 
7:30a Eucharist 
8:15a Breakfast 
9a Disc the Bible 
10a Eucharist 
11:30a Sandals S, S 
   Eucharist 
6:30p SPY 
 

8 
8:10a BES  
   Chapel    
6pm Centering          
   Prayer Grp              
6:30p  BES 
   Board 

9 
10a Staff Mtg. 
11:30a  Grief 
   Support Group 
5:30  Outreach 
 8p AA meeting  
  

10 
8:10 BES All  
   School Chapel 
9a Bible Study 
10:30a  Eucharist 
11:30a Yoga 
11:30 St Monica 
6p Taize Service 
6:30p  Lenten 
   Program 
7:30p AA Meeting 

11 
6:30p EFM 
  
  

12 
12:30pm Lunch  
   Bunch 
6:30p AA Mtg 
7:30p  BFAS  
   Fandango 

13 
8:45a AA Mtg 
9a  Pablo  
   Hamlet Day 
4p  West Point 
   Glee Club                      

14 Palm Sunday 
7:30a Eucharist 
8:15a Breakfast 
9a Disc the Bible 
10a  Eucharist 
11:30a Sandals S, S 
   Eucharist 
6p SPY Meeting 

15 
8:10a BES  
   Chapel    
6pm Centering          
   Prayer Grp              
7p  Guild of the 
   Christ Child 

16 
10a Staff Mtg. 
11:30a Finance  
   Mtg 
5:30p BES  
   Spring Musical 
8p AA Meeting 

17  
8:10 BES Eucharist 
9a Bible Study 
10:30a Eucharist 
11:30a Yoga 
7:30p AA Meeting 

18 Maundy   
Thursday 

6p Maundy  
   Thursday Svc 
8p M.Th. Watch 
    

19 Good 
       Friday  
12p Good Friday 
   Service 
6p Good Friday 
   Service 
6:30p AA 
 

20 
8a B’hood Mtg 
8a Daughters of  
   the King 
8:45a AA Mtg 
 

21 Easter Sunday 
6:30a  Easter Vigil 
8:30a  Breakfast 
9:30a  Egg Hunt 
10a  Holy Eucharist 

22  Parish Office 
          Closed 

23 
10a Staff Mtg. 
11:30a Grief 
   Support Group 
6:30  Vestry   
   Meeting 
8p AA Meeting 

24 
8:10a BES All 
   School Chapel  
9a Bible Study 
10:30a Eucharist 
11:30a Yoga 
7:30p AA Meeting 

25 
6:30p EFM  
 

26 
6:30p AA Mtg 

27 
8:45a AA Mtg 
 

28   
7:30a Eucharist 
8:15a Breakfast 
9a Disc the Bible 
10a  Eucharist 
11:30a Sandals S, S 
   Eucharist 
6p SPY Meeting 

29 

8:10a BES  
   Chapel  
6pm Centering          
   Prayer Grp              

30 
10a Staff Mtg. 
8p AA Meeting 
 

    

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
May 2 - The BRASS Ring Recital 

May 12 - Mothers’ Day 
May 24 BES Graduation 
May 27 - Memorial Day 

3:30p Children’s Choir 
5p Bell Choir 
7:15p Chancel Choir 

3:30p Children’s Choir 
5p Bell Choir 
7:15p Chancel Choir 

3:30p Children’s Choir 
5p Bell Choir 
7:15p Chancel Choir 
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Tidings  
from  

St. Paul’s by-the-Sea 
  
  

The deadline for articles to 
appear in Tidings is the 15th 

of the month. 
  

Please email your articles to 
Jerri at jmoats@spbts.net. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

7:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST 

9:00 AM—CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

10:00 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST 

11:30 AM—SHORTS, SANDALS, & STEEL DRUM SERVICE 

 

  

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

9:00 AM—BIBLE STUDY 

10:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST 

6:00 PM - TAIZE SERVICE (during Lent) 

St. Paul’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church 
  

First Church of the Beaches, Est. 1886 

  

465 Eleventh Avenue N · Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 ·  

Phone: 904-249-4091 / Fax: 904-249-0409 

  

Website: www.spbts.net  
  

St. Paul’s by-the-Sea is committed to renewal based on powerful 

worship, unconditional welcome for the seeker, 

 and passionate service to the community.  


