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REV. LOUANNE’S ANNUAL PARISH MEETING REPORT
At St. Paul’s-by-the Sea, we have been focused on
Evangelism and Christian Formation. We have put much
energy into these missions, but not to the exclusion of
other important ministries. I am constantly asking myself, how can we let people know about our wonderful
church in the heart of the Beaches community? As I said
after my first year here, “St. Paul’s-by-the Sea is one of
the best-kept secrets on the beach.”
Most of you have heard the vision of our Presiding
Bishop, Michael Curry. He has called on all Episcopal
dioceses and parishes to increase our evangelism efforts.
He named our evangelism mission “the Episcopal branch
of the Jesus movement.” Because time is limited, let me
mention just a few exciting ways in which we are responding to this call.
Recently, I learned our Diocese had grant money
available for evangelism efforts. I quickly approached
Deacon Carroll and Dan Nicholson about applying for
funds. Through Bill’s and Dan’s leadership, our parish
recently received a $1,500 grant. Part of the funds were
used to mail a colorful postcard about our church to
families in Atlantic Beach. Our parish administrator,
Jerri Moats, designed a card and chose the least expensive company for this task.
The majority of the grant money was used to sponsor a girls’ softball team. We selected a team of players
age 12 and below. They play at the Wingate Park in Jax
Beach. The girls will wear SPBTS shirts. Our name will
also appear on all communications sent to the athletes’
families. Our advertisement is already on the outside of
the concession stand and on the whiteboard leading up to
the park. Thank you to Tom Schifanella for his advertising expertise. Please go by the park and check it out! We
have also invited our team and their families to receive a
special blessing at an 11:30 service on March 10. After
the service the Brotherhood of St. Andrew will treat
them to a lunch of hotdogs and nachos in Stormes Hall.
We all realized how important it is to use social media to attract visitors. Tom Schifanella, Cori Peterson
and Jerri have kept our website and Facebook presence
current and updated. I have also used some of my program funds to have our posts “boosted” before Rally
Day, Christmas, Easter and other big occasions in our
Church life. This allows our posts to be viewed by more
people. I also used some of my program fund to purchase vinyl stickers for our cars. Please pick one up in
the Christopher Lobby.

What is Realm? Realm is a new and efficient webbased program for churches which allows our office
staff to save time and money. If you do not have the
Realm app on your smartphone or a login for your computer, please contact Jerri. Realm saves paper and allows each of us to personally update our contact information and photos, providing an up-to-date, online directory. By signing on and using it, you are in control of
all your personal contact information. Realm is also a
great way to keep in touch with groups within the Parish. Many thanks to “Incredible Edibles” for financing
this program.
Over the past year, attendance at our 11:30 steel
drum service has doubled. It has grown from 21 to 4050 people on a Sunday. For the past two years, Mike
Wilson, our drummer, donated his time as a gift to our
parish. We recently had a goodbye party for Mike who
needed to focus on a new job opportunity. Thank you,
Pat Papa, for donating a certificate so Mike and Sandy
can share a few days away in Tampa.
Mike graciously suggested we speak to a fantastic
local drummer and fellow Christian, Matthew Olsavsky.
Matthew is a percussion student at UNF and a member
of the “Conch Fritter” band. Lynne Radcliffe, our Director of Music, reached out to him. Matthew is now on
board and is doing an amazing job! Come and join us
one Sunday or poke your head in the door to hear him.
I shift now to our Christian Formation programs. In
September, we bid our goodbye to Brooks Slater, our
full-time Director of Children and Youth. He accepted a
call from Christ Church, Ponte Vedra, to be their fulltime youth minister and is doing a great job there. We
were blessed to hire one of Brooks’ mentors, Josh Fordenbacher, to be our part-time, Interim Youth Director.
Josh has a full-time position as a technology project
manager and leads our youth program on Wednesday
evenings. At the end of the interim period, Josh and I
will meet to discuss where we see God leading us and
the future leadership of the program.
Last October, the Rector’s Program Fund supported
a stipend for a presentation on civil dialogue. The Rev.
Dr. Gregg Kauffman and Carol Barbor of the Kettering
Foundation facilitated three parish-wide sessions on issues we face as a nation. The sessions were well attended. Jeane Richards, our Junior Warden and Chair of
Christian Formation, and I work together to select proRector’s Report continues on page 3
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Wednesday Nights in Lent, March 13-April 10
6:00-6:30pm Taizé Service / 6:30-7:30pm Light Supper & Program

Dialogue as a Spiritual Discipline

Communicating with others when we disagree can be challenging. However, Jesus calls us to love
our enemies (Matthew 5:45), to love one another as he loves us (John 13:34), and to love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31). We can engage in civil dialogue, learn from each other, and build relationships when we communicate with humility and respect for each other. This 5-week program will
provide a safe environment to learn how to communicate civilly, to open communication and to enhance understanding when we don’t agree. This is more a how-to program than a forum to discuss hot
topics. Participants will receive a packet of materials to be covered in the five weeks so that they can
read ahead, although there is no homework and no preparation needed for each week’s discussion. As
Christians, we can change the face of dialogue. Come and learn how we can do that as a spiritual discipline in a sacred place.

Ash Wednesday, March 6
Service times: 8:10am (w/BES),
10:30am, & 6pm.
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Lenten Meditation Booklets

Once again, we give many thanks to Jeane
Richards for organizing this year’s Lenten
Meditation booklet, and to all the contributors.
If you would like to receive the meditations
electronically each day, let Jerri, 249-4091 or
jmoats@spbts.net know. For those who prefer
a hard copy, they will be available as well.

Lenten Dinners

Lenten Dinners follow the Taizé Service
on Wednesdays, March 13 through April
10, at 6:30 in the Parish Hall. All dinners
include soup, salad, bread fruit, cheese,
coffee (regular and decaf), and assorted
flavored waters. If you would like to
help with the dinners, please contact
Anne Wiggins, anne.wiggins@att.net or
616-7562. The proceeds will go toward
SPY’s summer trip to Cuba.
A menu for each Wednesday dinner will
be listed in the preceding Sunday’s worship bulletin.

EXPERIENCE ICON WRITING
This workshop will take you from a plain white board to a finished icon with silver
leaf. Icon means "image" and tells a story with paint and brush rather than pen and
ink. These "windows to heaven" are created in a prayerful, quiet atmosphere with Gregorian chants playing. No artistic experience is necessary, only an openness to God’s working
through you to create this form of prayer. The class will be held from Monday, April 8 to
Friday, April 12, 8:30am to 4pm, in the Christopher Conference Room. The cost is $200
and includes all supplies. Contact Ann Brodt, 904-510-7451 or abrodt@live.com, for more
information or to sign up.
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Presiding Bishop Curry calls us to The Way of Love – to be “committed to living the way of God’s unconditional, unselfish, sacrificial, and redemptive love” just as the first followers of Christ when the Christian church
began. He calls us to Turn – Learn – Pray – Worship – Bless – Go – Rest. For more information, check out this website: www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love.
As Christians, we can go into the world spreading God’s love, by sharing our resources of time, talent, and treasure. In February, we had another successful blood drive.
Thank you to all who donated and helped save a life. Look for notices on future dates
for giving this precious gift. Also in February, many of you contributed generously, in
the way of food, to the Pablo Towers birthday party. There was plenty to eat and the 75
or so guests thoroughly enjoyed the cake and sandwiches. A total of twenty-one volunteers from the church attended including Sid Spurgin as the M.C. and Peter Dewitt provided music enjoyed by all. Fourteen residents celebrated birthdays this month and all
this is possible due to the ongoing ministry started by Virginia Wood so many years
ago. We look forward to the next birthday party in February 2020 and thank the
Wednesday Morning Bible Group for hosting this event.
Please consider participating in one of the community outreach activities listed here – signup on the Outreach poster in the Christopher Lobby.
March: Beaches Habitat After School Enrichment Program - March 24
Provide hot meals to 50 school-age children who participate in the Beaches Habitat After
School Program at Jordan Park, Atlantic Beach. Please donate one-gallon bags of chili (we
need 10 bags) and rolls. Chili can be frozen! Please put donations in the Stormes Hall
freezer marked for Beaches Habitat. We will take the chili and rolls to them on Monday,
March 25. See sign-up sheet in Christopher Lobby. Contact: Bev Stuck 904-699-7314
April: Community Kitchen Easter Bags – TBD
We will again create Easter bags for recipients of food from Beaches Community Kitchen
(BCK) with cleaning supplies and personal items. Donations will begin in April. Please
look for the donation basket in the Christopher Lobby and a list of items needed.

Outreach to Our Own

Some of our parishioners may need help with chores around their house – if you need help or
know of a parishioner who could benefit from a helping hand, please contact Jeane Richards, 904
-910-7354 or jeanefrichards@att.net.

Rector’s Report Continued...
grams for Lent and Advent. As a former college professor, Jeane is an amazing and energetic teacher. We will
continue our Taizé service and Lenten programs on
Wednesday evenings. This year’s study is the titled
“Dialogue as a Spiritual Practice.”
Several of you know, or have met, Mal and Marsha Jopling. They joined our parish in 2016 after Mal
retired from Church of the Redeemer. They recently
returned to SPBTS after Mal completed his ministry as
Interim Rector at St. Philips. For now, Mal will be joining Bill and me at the 10am service: he will be preaching once per month at all three services. Mal will receive a small supply clergy stipend for the one Sunday
a month in which he preaches. He has also made himself available for the occasional pastoral visit. Thank
you Mal, and Marsha, and welcome back.

Finally, I want to thank our Beaches Episcopal
School Head of School, Martha Milton, for her vision of
a merger in mission with The Episcopal School of Jacksonville. She and our outgoing Senior Warden, Alan Ennis, as well as former warden Wendy Wolfe and I spent
a great deal of time in prayer and effort to make this mutual ministry happen. That process was time-consuming
and energy draining for us all—as is any merger. Thank
you Alan, Wendy, and especially Martha.
Our Junior Warden, Jeane Richards, has accepted
my call to be Senior Warden in the upcoming year.
Due to your generosity, pledging is up over
$60,000 since 2016, not including special one-time
gifts. Thank you all for your generosity.
I wish I could name all of the new programs and
honor all of you for your love of God, this parish, and
your support of me, your Rector.
God bless you and us all,
Louanne+
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Our annual meeting gave us an opportunity to thank and recognize our outgoing vestry members: Alan Ennis, Angela
Gilboy, Jeanne Reichmann, and Kathy Wilson; Foundation members: Robert Freeman, Mike Guiry, and Martha Milton; and Convention Delegates: Monica MacKenzie, Eileen Nimmich, and Sara Rich. Your newly elected vestry
members are Dick Bell, Niels Hansen, Diana Haramboure, and Emily Banks Riegel. Elected to the Foundation
Board are Sandy Coston, Steve Cuffe, and Wendy Wolfe. Newly elected diocesan convention delegate for 2020 and
2021 are Devanne Jones and Pat Rakowski; convention alternates are Jane White and Wendy Wolfe. Gratitude to
all of the nominees for their willingness to serve!

Lunch Bunch
Did you know that the Second Friday Lunch Bunch is
actually like a daytime foyer group - the lite version!
No joining, no signups, no
RSVPs! Just show up! We'll be meeting Friday,
March 8, at 12:30pm at the Metro Diner for fellowship and good food. Y'all come!

Milestone

Death: Tommy Grizzard, February 2

Thank you to Susie Miller who shared these great pictures of BEAM’s Grace
Garden, which provides fresh produce for their food pantry

Here’s What’s Happening with SPY this Month by Josh Fordenbacher
Youth Cuba Trip – If you are currently in the 9-12 grades and are interested in learning more about this summer’s youth trip to Cuba, you and a parent are invited to an informational meeting on March 3 at 12pm in the
Christopher Conference Room.
Youth Group Is OTM - On the Move. Beginning March 10, SPY’s weekly meeting will move from Wednesdays from 6-7 to Sundays 6-7:30. So, the next few weeks will look like this:
• Wednesday 2/27 – SPY Meeting, 6-7pm
• Tuesday 3/5 – Shrove Tuesday Pancakes & Red Beans and Rice – Arrive ready to serve: Time TBD.
• Wednesday 3/6 – Ash Wednesday Service, 6pm
• Sunday 3/10 – SPY Meeting, 6-7:30pm - - - SPY will continue meeting on Sundays.
SPY Dinners Needed – If you enjoy cooking or are looking for an audience to try your new favorite recipe, consider signing up to provide dinner for SPY. We are looking to fill up our dinner schedule beginning March
10. If you would like to bring dinner, please contact me, joshfordie@gmail.com or 904-735-5939.
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Beaches Fine Arts Series

by Kathy Wallis

The permanent core of the Scharoun EnsemAfter a flurry of concerts in February, Beaches
Fine Arts will present only one concert in March, ble is a classical octet (clarinet, bassoon, horn, two
and you won’t want to miss the unique chance to violins, viola, cello and double bass), made up of
hear principals of the Berlin Philharmonic in con- members of the Berlin Philharmonic except from
cert! Scharoun Ensemble Berlin will perform at St. Wolfram Brandl, who is first concertmaster of the
Paul’s by-the-Sea on Friday, March 15 at 7:30pm. Staatskapelle Berlin and Claudio Bohorquez, interDoors open at 6:45 and seating is first come first nationally performing solo-and chamber musicserved. A reception follows with art work by Roo- cellist.
In April, BFAS will present a fundraiser,
sevelt Watson III.
Founded in 1983 by members of the Berlin “Sunset Serenade”, at the St. Augustine home of
Philharmonic Orchestra, the Scharoun Ensemble is Kathy and Don Wallis. The beautiful evening of
one of Germany’s leading chamber-music organi- music and delectable food and drink will feature
zations. With its wide repertoire, ranging from the Cavatina Duo, a flute and guitar duet of artists
composers of the Baroque period by way of Classi- hailing from Spain and Bosnia. You may purchase
cal and Romantic chamber music to contemporary tickets at www.beachesfinearts.org/serenade. Limworks, the Scharoun Ensemble has been inspiring ited seating is available, and tickets are already
audiences in Europe and overseas for more than a selling. All proceeds benefit the free programs of
quarter of a century. Innovative programming, a BFAS. Join us for a wonderful evening and suprefined tonal culture and spirited interpretations are port BFAS at the same time!
hallmarks of the ensemble, which performs in a
variety of instrumental combinations.
On February 23, Anne Wiggins and Karan Gilbert traveled to
Cuba to deliver the Stations of the Cross icons (pictured below) made last summer, by members of St. Paul’s by-the-Sea
to our companion church, Santa Maria in Rodas. Anne said
they were so happy to receive them.

Next Baptism Dates
April 21, Easter Vigil
May 12, Mothers’ Day
June 9 Pentecost

We meet every Sunday in the Christopher
Conference Room at 9am to discuss the
day’s lessons: Old Testament, Psalm, New
Testament, and Gospel. The discussions are
led by one of the members of the group on a
rotating basis. The basis for the discussion
is the lectionary study guide, “Synthesis
CE”, which is made available each month to
all participants. All members of the parish
and their guests are encouraged to join us
for the discussions. No special expertise or
experience in Bible study is required, except
for an open heart and mind and a desire to
learn more about our faith among a community of believers. While you are welcome to
inquire of Harry Feuerherm or other members of the group about joining us, the best
way is to simply come to one of our 9am
meetings. You will be welcomed.

Summer Camp Scholarships

Its seems early to be talking about Camp Weed’s summer camp
program but we caution you not to wait until the last minute: you
may miss out on scholarship funding from the Brotherhood of St.
Andrew. Go to www.campweed.org and click on
Summer Camp to begin the registration process.
Then, forward your registration confirmation to
Mike Borno at patmikeborno@att.net. All scholarships applications must be paid in full to the
Diocese before Mid May 2019. So far he has only received one completed request.
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Look What’s Happening at Beaches Episcopal School!
Enrollment Heating Up ~ BES Accepting Applications

BES is currently accepting applications for the 2019-2020 academic year. If you know of
people who are looking for an exceptional education for their child, they can contact our
Admissions Director, Ashley Davis, at adavis@beachesepiscopalschool.org or 904-2462466 x137. Word of mouth is our greatest source of marketing. You are our most dedicated advocates,
and we truly appreciate your support.
Also, remember that
tithing members of SPBTS may receive a
discount on tuition. Interested families may
contact Jerri Moats in the church office for
more information. We are nearly full in
multiple grade levels, so please submit your
applications now to secure their spot. Go to
www.BeachesEpiscopalSchool.org, click on
the Admissions tab for more information
about the application process and how to
apply online.

Register Online
for BES
Summer Camp!

Mark your calendars and make plans
now for your children to attend the 2018
BES Summer Camp. Go to our website, www.BeachesEpiscopalSchool.org,
to register your students online for this
year's camp program! The camp will
run during the following weeks: June 10
-14, June 17-21, June 24-28, July 8-12,
and July 15-19 and is open to students
entering prek4 through sixth grade. You
can find out more about this year’s
camp from Dallas Skornia, Director of
Communications, at 246-2466 x.121, or
dskornia@beachesepiscopalschool.org.

Upcoming Events

Ash Wednesday Chapel Service March 6, 8:10am
BES Parent Social
March 8, 6pm at Queen’s Harbour
Spring Break
March 18-22
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March
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
6:30p AA Mtg

2
8a B’hood of
St. Andrew
8:45a AA Mtg
5:30p B’hood
Shrimp Dinner

3
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
11:30a Sandals S, S
Eucharist
12p Cuba Trip Mtg

4
8:10a BES
Chapel
6pm Centering
Prayer Grp
7p Guild of the
Christ Child

5
10a Staff Mtg.
6p Shrove Tues
Dinner
8p AA meeting

6 Ash Wednesday 7
8
8:10 BES Chapel
7:30a BES Exec
12:30pm Lunch
9a Bible Study
Committee
Bunch
10:30a Ash Wed Svc 6:30p EFM
6:30p AA Mtg
11:30a Yoga
6p Ash Wed Svc
Wednesday Music Rehearsals
7:30p AA Meeting
3:30p Children’s Choir
7:15p Chancel Choir

9
8:45a AA Mtg

10 Daylight Savings
Time Begins
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
11:30a Sandals S, S
Eucharist
6p SPY Meeting

11
8:10a BES
Chapel
6pm Centering
Prayer Grp
6:30p BES Board

12
10a Staff Mtg.
11:30a Grief
Support Group
8p AA Meeting

13
14
15
8:10 BES Chapel
5:30p BES Spring 6:30p AA Mtg
9a Bible Study
Musical
7:30p BFAS
10:30a Eucharist
6:30p EFM
Scharoun
11:30a St. Monica’s
Ensemble
11:30a Yoga
6p Taizé Service
6:30p Lenten
Wednesday Music Rehearsals
Program
3:30p Children’s Choir
7:30p AA Meeting
5p Bell Choir
7:15p Chancel Choir

16
8a B’hood Mtg
8a Daughters of
the King
8:45a AA Mtg

17
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Discover the Bible
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s S.S.
11:30a Sandals S, S
Eucharist
6p SPY Meeting

18 BES
SPRING BREAK
BEGINS
6pm Centering
Prayer Grp
7p Guild of the
Christ Child

19
10a Staff Mtg.
11a Finance Mtg
8p AA Meeting

20
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Yoga
6p Taizé Service
6:30p Lenten
Program
7:30p AA Meeting

21
6:30p EFM

24
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s S.S.
11:30a Sandals S, S
Eucharist
6p SPY Meeting

25
8:10a BES
Chapel
6pm Centering
Prayer Grp

26
10a Staff Mtg.
11:30a Grief
Support Group
2p Dream Group
6:30p Vestry
Meeting
8p AA Meeting

27
8:10a BES Euch
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Yoga
6p Taizé Service
6:30p Lenten
Program
7:30p AA Meeting

28
6:30p EFM

31
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s S.S.
11:30a Sandals S, S
Eucharist
6p SPY Meeting

22
6:30p AA Mtg

23
8:45a AA Mtg

Wednesday Music Rehearsals
3:30p Children’s Choir
5p Bell Choir
7:15p Chancel Choir
29
6:30p AA Mtg

Wednesday Music Rehearsals
3:30p Children’s Choir
5p Bell Choir
7:15p Chancel Choir

UPCOMING EVENTS
April 8-12 - Icon Workshop
April 14 - Palm Sunday
April 18 - Maundy Thursday
April 19 - Good Friday
April 21 - Easter Day

30
8:45a AA Mtg
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Phone: 904-249-4091 / Fax: 904-249-0409
Website: www.spbts.net
St. Paul’s by-the-Sea is committed to renewal based on powerful
worship, unconditional welcome for the seeker,
and passionate service to the community.
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
7:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
9:00 AM—CHRISTIAN FORMATION
10:00 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
11:30 AM—SHORTS, SANDALS, & STEEL DRUM SERVICE
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 AM—BIBLE STUDY
10:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
6:00 PM - TAIZE SERVICE (during Lent)

Tidings
from

St. Paul’s by-the-Sea
The deadline for articles to
appear in Tidings is the 15th
of the month.

Please email your articles to
Jerri at jmoats@spbts.net.

