February 2019

A MESSAGE FROM OUR RECTOR

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Thanks to those who made a timely pledge in order that our vestry and I
can formulate a parish budget. We are very grateful for those who were able to
dig a little deeper when your parish expressed a need.
Our Diocesan convention was held at Camp Weed on January 26. Your St.
Paul’s by-the-Sea delegates were Monica MacKenzie, Eileen Nimmich, Sara
Rich, Bill Carroll and myself. Bishop John Howard was our preacher for the convention. Our Diocesan leaders highlighted the continued Capital Campaign entitled “The Procession.” We also elected Diocesan committee members, and were
able to connect with friends around the Diocese.
We were all thrilled that our own parishioner, Kevin Gay (pictured here)
with, received the Bishop’s cross award for his work in the Diocese, and his
tireless efforts in our state and community through his work in establishing
Operation New Hope and Ready4- Work.
Monica MacKenzie has included a more thorough summary of the convention actions, which is found on page 3 of this newsletter. The report will
also be available at our Annual Parish Meeting.
Our Annual Parish Meeting will be held in Stormes’ Hall on Sunday, February 17 at 8:30am. Martha Milton will give an update on the school transition,
and our treasurer will report on the church financials. I encourage all SPBTS
parishioners to attend.
Our SPBTS process for voting has been to distribute ballots at the annual meeting. Because we now have a
thriving 11:30 service, I have instituted a change. The ushers will distribute ballots before the dismissal at all three
services. At the 3 services, those
who are qualified to vote will elect
vestry members, diocesan delegates, and foundation board members. PLEASE read the bios and be
prepared to prayerfully select candidates.
There is a provision in our
Church Constitution and Canons to
receive nominations from the
floor. However, the nominees must
meet the criteria for agreeing to
serve. (See the article on page 4
for more information about this
criteria and our election process.)
My annual report will be given
in the form of a sermon at all three
services.
I give thanks to God for all of
the exciting things happening at St.
Paul’s by-the-Sea. God bless you
for your ministries and generosity.
Louanne +
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by Jeane Richards
Presiding Bishop Curry calls us to The Way of Love – to be “committed to living the way of God’s unconditional, unselfish, sacrificial, and redemptive love” just as the first followers of Christ when the Christian
church began. He calls us to Turn–Learn–Pray–
Worship – Bless – Go – Rest. For more information,
check out www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love.
As Christians, we can go into the world spreading God’s love, by sharing our resources of time, talent and treasure. In December, we had 27 parishioners, adults and children, who sang Christmas carols
and brought Christmas stockings to many of our parishioners who are unable to attend church. In January, 25 parishioners, adults and teens, provided basic
household chores to 16 residents at Pablo Hamlet. I
encourage you to participate in one of the community
outreach activities listed here – sign-up on the Outreach poster in the Christopher Lobby.

February

Blood Donation, February 17, 8am-1pm, Church
One Blood will have their blood mobile in front of
church for anyone considering donating. Please consider giving the gift of life. There is no need to sign-up
to donate. Donors will receive a gift. Contact: Jeane Richards @904-910-7354 or jeanefrichards@att.net.
Pablo Towers Birthday Party, February 18
SPBTS has been hosting the February birthday party for residents at Pablo Towers for many years. We are
responsible for refreshments and entertainment. Please sign up to bring sandwich trays or to help with setup or serving. Contact: John McCallum, 904-335-7650, or Kay Tullis, 904-553-3730.

March

Beaches Habitat After School Enrichment Program, March 24
Provide hot meals to 50 school age children who participate in the Beaches Habitat After School Program
at Jordan Park, Atlantic Beach. Please donate one gallon bags of chili (we need 10 bags) and rolls. Chili can
be frozen! Please put donations in the Stormes Hall freezer marked for Beaches Habitat. We will take the
chili and rolls to them on Monday, March 25. See sign-up sheet in Christopher Lobby. Contact: Bev Stuck
904-699-7314

Outreach to Our Own

Some of our parishioners may
need help with chores around their
house – if you need help or know
of a parishioner who could benefit
from a helping hand, please contact Jeane Richards at 904-9107354 (call or text) or jeanefrichards@att.net.

-3Greetings St. Paul’s by-the-Sea! I am Josh Fordenbacher, the new Interim Youth Minister. If you
have spent time around the Nursery on Sunday
mornings you may have met my wife, Fawne, who
has been caring for your children in the nursery for
the past several years. By day I am a Project Manager for a technology construction company where
we provide Audio Visual gear for many applications. Most of the projects I manage are conference
room systems including video conferencing, audio
conferencing and presentation systems.
While my day work is centered around construction and technology, my
passion and vocation is really teenagers. I just love working with teenagers. They
can be awkward, emotional, smelly, and quirky and also curious, eager, enthusiastic and passionate. There is no greater joy than watching a teenager grow and mature in life and faith.
I have a Bachelor’s degree in Youth Ministry from Eastern University, and I have had the pleasure of
working full time at a handful of churches; in Oklahoma, the Diocese of Pennsylvania and here in the Diocese
of Florida. Fawne and I have 4 children. Our daughters are in college; one is a junior at Eastern University and
the other is a freshman at Valdosta State. Our boys are at Fletcher High School and Fletcher Middle School.
I am excited about the invitation to share in ministry to the Youth at SPBTS and look forward to not
only sharing life and faith with the teenagers of
the parish but also meeting each of you.

Diocese of Florida Convention

The 176th annual convention for the Diocese of Florida was held on Saturday, January 26th from 10 am until
3:30 pm at Camp Weed & the Cerveny Conference Center.
Representing St. Paul’s by-the-Sea were The Rev. Louanne
Loch & The Rev. Deacon Bill Carroll as our clergy. Lay
delegates included Eileen Nimmich, Sara Rich and Monica
MacKenzie. Ken Nimmich attended as a visitor and Jerri
Moats graciously gave of her time to be a ballot counter.
The service of Holy Eucharist and the business portion of
the convention were woven together with the theme
“Living in the Spirit” being the central focus.
Bishop Howard’s address highlighted growth in the
diocese, citing that summer camp hosted 100 more youth
than the previous year. He announced the planned merger of
Beaches Episcopal School & Episcopal School of Jacksonville, with hopes of this union being a pathway to a unified
diocesan-wide Episcopal school system. Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will be visiting our diocese in early February.
Clergy and lay were elected to various positions of
leadership including diocesan council, standing committee,
disciplinary committee and Sewanee trustees.
Presentations were given about evangelism & growth,
the diocesan foundation (and phase II of the capital campaign) and the budget.
Three resolutions were passed to honor both assisting
bishops (Rt. Rev. Charles Keyser & Rt. Rev. Dorsey Henderson) and granting Bishop Howard & Marie a 6 week
sabbatical. January 29, 2019 marks the 15th anniversary of
Bishop Howard’s consecration.
6 recipients were awarded The Bishop’s Cross, including our own Kevin Gay.

As always, any non-profit needs more volunteers. Beam has two food pantries and
three thrift stores at the beach, and they are
staffed almost exclusively by volunteers.
Last year the thrift stores alone brought in
one million dollars that stays here in the
beaches area to help those in need. Because
of the current government shut down we
are letting clients who aren’t getting a pay
check come to the food pantry more frequently. We are here to help, and we need
you! Call the office, 241-7437, and speak
to Volunteer Coordinator, Colleen. Learn
more at www.jaxbeam.org.
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CHURCH LEADERSHIP ELECTION GUIDELINES
WHO CAN SERVE?

WHO CAN VOTE?

Vestry Nominees Affirm:
·I am at least 18 years old;
·I am a confirmed communicant of the Episcopal Church;
·I am actively involved in one or more ministries of the parish;
·I have pledged a portion of my treasure to support the parish,
and I am current in the payment of that pledge;
·I will contribute to the annual Starfish Fund of BES;
·I have been a member of this parish for at least one year;
·I regularly attend services and programs offered by the parish;
·If elected, I will attend vestry meetings, functions, & retreats.
Foundation Nominees Affirm:
·I am at least 21 years old;
·I attend services on a regular basis;
·I am a pledging member of St. Paul’s by-the-Sea.
Convention Delegate Nominees Affirm:
·I am at least 18 years old;
·I am a confirmed communicant of the Episcopal Church;
·I am a SPBTS member in good standing.

According to the Canons of the
Diocese of Florida, persons
qualified to vote at a congregational meeting shall be as follows: All adult communicants of
the parish, mission or chapel
who regularly attend services
and business sessions of the congregation and are recognized as
members of the congregation,
and who contribute by subscription or otherwise for the funds
or expenses of the congregation
and have done so for six months
previous to the meeting, and
who, if required, declare themselves conscientiously attached
to the doctrine, discipline and
worship of the Church.

The Brotherhood’s Shrimp Dinner

The Brotherhood’s annual shrimp dinner is Saturday,
March 2, in the Parish Hall from 5:30 to 8:30pm. (For
those with allergies, baked chicken is available.) Entertainment will be provided by Piano Man, Gene
Nordan! This is an adult night out: child care is available upon request. Prepaid reservations are required
and cost $20 per person. Proceeds from this event go toward
the Brotherhood’s outreach efforts, international, national, and
local. Save the date. You won’t
want to miss this! Eat, drink,
and be happy, for Lent begins
the next Wednesday!

December Finance Report
Year to Date Giving:
$610,828
Budget Year to Date:
$611,900
Year to Date Underbudget:
$1,072
Thank you for your generosity
to St. Paul’s by-the-Sea in 2018.
If you haven’t submitted your pledge for 2019,
please prayerfully consider doing so.

Second Friday Lunch Bunch

The Second Friday Lunch Bunch will meet Friday,
February 8, at 12:30 at Metro Diner on 3rd St. This is
a fun group that meets monthly for fellowship and
good food. If you'd like to be part of the group, all
you need to do is show up - no RSVP necessary! Call
Sally Roberts (221-4463) with questions.

Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Bar &
New Orleans
Rice & Beans Feast
Save the date - March 5;
Tickets available soon.

-5-

Beaches Fine Arts Series
Beaches Fine Arts has an active February
planned for music and art lovers.
On Sunday, February 3 at 4pm, BFAS hosts
the marvelous Brown-Urioste-Canellakis Trio in a
concert for piano, violin and viola. The awardwinning trio will perform works by Haydn, Faure,
and Chasson in the beautiful St.
Paul’s by-the-Sea sanctuary. The
art exhibit for this concert will feature the stunning work of Jeffrey
Luque, well-known artist throughout the area. The trio will also conduct a master class at Jacksonville
University’s Sam Marks Chapel at
3pm on Saturday, February 2, open to the public.
On Friday, February 8 at 7:30pm, we move to
UNF’s Robinson Theater, where we partner with
the Great American Jazz Series and the Jazz Studies Program with a concert featuring the UNF Jazz
Ensemble 1 with jazz pianist Reggie Thomas and
drummer Dennis Mackrel. This concert will be the
culmination of a week-long residency focusing on
composing music.

Milestones
Baptism:
Burns Brownlee, 12/9/18
Deaths:
Arnest Taylor, 12/27/18
Richard Byers, 1/13/19

by Kathy Wallis
On Sunday, February 17 at 4pm, we present
the stunning vocal ensemble from Great Britain,
VOCES8. You don’t want to miss their beautiful
voices in gorgeous music of the ages. Their program, entitled “Underneath the Stars”, is sure to be
a highlight of the season. The SPBTS sanctuary, as
you know, is the perfect venue for a
cappella music. This ensemble is
renowned for their educational programs, and will conduct two master
classes while they are here with us.
Please call the office if you would
like to attend these programs. The
art exhibit for the concert will be
the beautiful plein aire landscapes of Charles Dickenson.
Beaches Fine Arts Series looks forward to
welcoming you to any of these great free concerts.
For more information about the artists, please
check out our website at beachesfinearts.org.
See you at the concerts!

Parish Mission Statement

Your SPBTS Vestry met for a business planning meeting in September and a retreat in October 2018. We reviewed our parish mission statement and the congregation’s
input from past surveys. As a group, we reflected on our
strengths and identified opportunities to improve the ways
we serve God, the Episcopal Diocese, our Beaches community, and one another.
We reached the consensus that our greatest strength is
our relationships. These diverse relationships grow in an
environment that is inclusive, accepting, and loving. We
developed a new positioning statement to reflect this as our
purpose: Building Relationships Through a Diverse
Christian Community

EXPERIENCE ICON WRITING
This workshop will take you from a plain white board to a finished icon with silver
leaf. Icon means "image" and tells a story with paint and brush rather than pen and
ink. These "windows to heaven" are created in a prayerful, quiet atmosphere with Gregorian chants playing. No artistic experience is necessary, only an openness to God’s working
through you to create this form of prayer. The class will be held from Monday, April 8 to
Friday, April 12, 8:30am to 4pm, in the Christopher Conference Room. The cost is $200
and includes all supplies. Contact Ann Brodt, 904-510-7451 abrodt@live.com, for more
information or to sign up.
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LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING AT BEACHES EPISCOPAL

Admissions Open House ~ Thursday, Feb. 7

It's that time of the year when we encourage our friends and families to spread the news about
our school to your friends and families who are looking for a school home for their children in
Jacksonville and
the beaches. Invite
your neighbors to
attend the next Admissions Open House on Thursday, February 7 at 9am in the Hope Hall Music
Room. Refreshments will be provided as
administrators and parents guide prospective
families around the school during a campus
tour to answer any questions they may have.
Many of our grade levels are close to filling
up, so please contact Ashley Davis, Admissions Director, 904-246-2466, for more information or to schedule a personal school
tour. Important: Some SPBTS parishioners may receive a discount on tuition. Check
with Jerri Moats in the church office for
more details. Thank you for your support of
our students and our school!

“An Evening Under the Stars”
Parent Social & Auction

Mark your calendars now for the most exciting event of
the year for BES parents and friends as we gather at the
BES Parent Social at Queens Harbour Yacht and
Country Club on Friday, March 8 from 6-10pm. The
event includes a gourmet dinner, drinks, raffle opportunities, and incredible silent and auction items. Proceeds
benefit Beaches Episcopal School. Contact Stacy Nash in
the Development Office for more details and costs.

Upcoming Events
Event
Meet & Greet with ESJ Head
of School; Rev. Adam Greene
Eucharist Chapel
BES Parent Social Auction &
Raffle at Queen’s Harbour

Date
Mon., Feb. 4; 6:30pm &
Tues., Feb. 5; 8:15am
Wednesday, Feb. 20; 8:15am
Friday, March 8, 6-10pm
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FEBRUARY
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Saturday

1
6:30p AA Mtg.

2
8a B’hood of
St. Andrew
8:45a AA Mtg.

8
12:30p Lunch
Bunch
6:30p AA Mtg.
7p BFAS UNF
Jazz
Ensemble

9
8:45a AA Mtg

3
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
10a Children’s S.S.
11:30a Sandals S,S
Eucharist
4pm BFAS BrownUrioste-Cannelakis
Trio

4
8:10a BES
Chapel
6p Centering
Prayer
7p Guild of the
Christ Child

5
10a Staff Mtg
11:30a Lunch &
Learn
8p AA meeting

6
8:10 BES Chapel
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Yoga
3:30p Child. Choir
5:30p Handbells
6p SPY Bible Study
7p Choir Practice
7:30p AA Mtg

10
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
10a Eucharist
11:30a Sandals S,S
Eucharist

11
9a BES Chapel
6p Centering
Prayer

12
10a Staff Mtg.
11:30a Grief
Support Group
8p AA Meeting

13
14
8:10 BES Chapel
6:30p EFM, CCR
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11a St Monica’s Gld
11:30a Yoga
3:30p Child. Choir
5:30p Handbells
6p SPY Bible Study
7p Choir Practice
7:30p AA Mtg

15
6:30p AA Mtg.

16
8a B’hood Mtg
8a DOK
8:45p AA Mtg

17 Blood Drive today
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
8:30a Annual Parish
Meeting
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
11:30a Sandals S,S
Eucharist
4pm BFAS Voces8

18 President’s
Day
Parish ofc closed

19
10a Staff Mtg.
11a Finance
Mtg.
8p AA Meeting

20
8:10 BES Chapel
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Yoga
3:30p Child. Choir
5:30p Handbells
6p SPY Bible Study
7p Choir Practice
7:30p AA Mtg

21
6:30p EFM, CCR

22
6:30p AA Mtg.

23
8:45a AA Mtg

24
7:30a Eucharist
8:15a Breakfast
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
11:30a Sandals S,S
Service

25
8:10a BES
Chapel
6p Centering
Prayer

26
10a Staff Mtg.
11:30a Grief
Support Group
6:30p Vestry Mtg
8p AA Meeting

27
8:10 BES Chapel
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Yoga
3:30p Child. Choir
5:30p Handbells
6p SPY Bible Study
7p Choir Practice
7:30p AA Mtg

28
6:30p EFM, CCR

6p Centering
Prayer
6p Pablo Towers
Birthday Party
7p Guild of the
Christ Child

7
9a BES Open
House
6p EFM, CCR

Friday

Upcoming Events
March 2 - Shrimp Dinner
March 5 - Shrove Tuesday Supper
March 6 - Ash Wednesday
March 10 - Daylight Savings Time Begins
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St. Paul’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church
First Church of the Beaches, Est. 1886

465 Eleventh Avenue N · Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 ·
Phone: 904-249-4091 / Fax: 904-249-0409
Website: www.spbts.net
St. Paul’s by-the-Sea is committed to renewal based on powerful
worship, unconditional welcome for the seeker,
and passionate service to the community.
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
7:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
9:00 AM—CHRISTIAN FORMATION
10:00 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
11:30 AM—SHORTS, SANDALS, & STEEL DRUM SERVICE
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 AM—BIBLE STUDY
10:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
6:00 PM - TAIZE SERVICE (during Lent)

Tidings
from

St. Paul’s by-the-Sea
The deadline for articles to
appear in Tidings is the 15th
of the month.
Please email your articles to
Jerri at jmoats@spbts.net.

