LETTER FROM OUR RECTOR
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
November was an exciting month! Our Incredible
Edibles sale was once again a great success. Please thank
Evie Gabrielle, Monica MacKenzie, the committee
chairs, and the crafty ladies who work year round to create items for the sale. Thank you all for your dedication
and hard work. We also had a wonderful celebration of
the feast of St. Andrew and Kirkin’ of the Tartans. We
thank all who organized this celebration, especially Dennis and Jerri Moats, Mike Borno, and Anne Wiggins.
When you receive this newsletter we will be moving
into the season of Advent. Advent marks the beginning
of the new church year. It is also when we change our
three-year lectionary cycle of scriptural lessons. This
year we move from lectionary year B, to the readings for
year C (page 911 in the Book of Common Prayer.) In
Advent, we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ in
power and great glory and the incarnation of God in Jesus Christ on Christmas day. It is important that we mark
this Advent season with prayers and spiritual discipline.
Jeane Richards and I are leading an Advent series that
explores practices for a Jesus-centered life.
Anne Wiggins and Bev Stuck are gathering materials to help us prepare for an intergenerational Advent
activity in which we make Advent wreaths with candles
for our homes. We are given prayers to pray each day

with our families so we can enter into the season with
our hearts prepared and stilled in the midst of the holiday
season rush. Others may wish to count down the days
with prayers and Advent calendars.
The season of Advent allows us to catch our breath
and renew our soul for the coming of Christ. However,
Advent competes with the commercialization of Christmas. Advent calls us to wait and pray and clear the clutter in our lives for Christ’s coming into the world. May
we try and stay in the day and in the moment so that we
do not neglect to prepare our hearts for the coming of the
Christ child whose manger is our very hearts.
Many thanks to those of you who turned in your
pledge cards, which will enable us to continue these fabulous ministries. May God bless each and every one of
you for the gifts you bring to ministry at SPBTS as we
work together for the furtherance of God’s Kingdom.
Last but not least, I give thanks to God for my husband Eric who has completed his work in Bradenton and
the long commute each week! Eric and I wish you all
blessed Holy-days, and I thank you for what you all are
doing in this community through the many ministries of
SPBTS. May God bless you and us all with a peace filled
and joyous Advent and Christmas season. O come O
come Emmanuel.
Rev. Louanne+

Many thanks to those
who made our St. Andrew’s Day such a success! Kevin Burke of St.
Andrew’s Society supplied beautiful tartans
and flags to adorn our
church, Lou Henningsen, Dennis Moats, and
Vin Underwood provided terrific Scottish music, and Cecila Adkison
and Grace Burg entertained us with two lively
Highland dances. Thank
you all!
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A
giant

THANK YOU

goes out to
everyone who
volunteered and
donated to support
our
special event!

Many thanks to our Incredible Edible’s committee who once again organized an amazing bazaar! Please take a moment
to thank Evie Gabrielle, Monica MacKenzie, and their committee chairs: Ann Brodt, Liz Collins, Diane Cooper, Jill
D’Zamko-White, Carolyn Evans, Nancy Grinstead , Nye Nicholson, Heather Nickodem, Jeanne Reichmann, Dave and
Pat Rakowski, Sally Roberts, Vickie Taylor, and Virginia Wood. We also thank the many parishioners who donated
items and helped with set up and tear down! Couldn’t do it without you!

Christmas Service Times &
Holiday Office Hours

We will have only one service on Sunday, December
23: a Lessons and Carols service @ 10am.
The following day, Christmas Eve, we will celebrate
the birth of Jesus at two worship services:
a Family Service with a pageant at 5pm
and a Candlelight Eucharist at 9:30pm.
The parish office will be closed December 24 and
25 for Christmas and January 1 for New Year’s.

Brotherhood of St. Andrew’s
6th Annual Raffle Fundraiser

The Brotherhood of St Andrew’s annual Raffle
Tickets are on sale now! To support the Brotherhood’s many ministries of outreach and a chance
to win either $750, $500, or $250:
See any member of the Brotherhood
or call the parish office, 249-4091.
1 ticket: $5 / 5 tickets: $10 / 12 tickets: $20
Winners will be drawn on
December 23 at coffee hour.
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Many of us have been blessed with the chance to work in the community or on mission trips both locally and in
Cuba. And, as Deacon Bill reminded us in a recent sermon, it is “often by giving that we receive the true love of
Christ in our hearts.” This is certainly echoed by
our recent Habitat Build in Oceangate when we
had the chance to lend a hand to help build out a
portion of one of our own parishioner’s, William
Adams, house. We’ve built houses, repaired
roofs, performed landscaping for many Habitat
houses in the past but this had a special meaning
for us in our hearts. To give back to a church
member with pounding hammers, saws, and tons
of laughter, truly gives fellowship a new meaning. Let me give a big thanks to those who participated: Dick and Judy Bell, John McCallum
and Mari Branson, LeeAnn Bassabe, Ken Nimmich, Susan Payne, Suzie Miller, Ed O’Brian,
and Tom Schifanella.

Next Baptism Sunday

December 9 and January 13 are our next
Baptism Sundays. Please contact Jerri,
249-4091 for more information.

Milestone
Death: Shirley “Mammie” Dodge, November 14

October Finance Report
If you purchased gifts for the people on our Angel
Tree, please wrap and package them according to
the instructions, and bring them to the church by December 9, when they will be blessed. Thank you so
much for your support of this ministry!

Second Friday Lunch Bunch

The Second Friday Lunch Bunch will meet on December 14 and January 11 at 12:30 at First Watch in
Jax Beach. Join us for a delicious brunch/lunch and
some wonderful fellowship. All are welcome – bring
a friend! For more info, call Sally Roberts, 221-4463.

Year to Date Giving:
$464,438
Budget Year to Date:
$511,734
Year to Date Underbudget:
$47,296
As we enter the final month of the year, we hope
you will take time to review your giving for the
year, and if able, fulfill your 2018 pledge to St.
Paul’s by-the-Sea by December 31.

Best Shrimp Dinner Ever!

The Brotherhood’s Shrimp dinner is Saturday
March 2, 2019. Tickets will go on sale in February 2019. This is an adult night out, childcare
will be provided. Watch your Sunday bulletin
for more information.
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This year the Christmas cards for our Cuban companion churches are provided by
the students of Beaches Episcopal School as part of their “Make a Difference Monday” outreach program. BES students created Christmas cards for the families in
Cuba that will be distributed through our companion churches, San Pablo Cienfuegos and Santa Maria Rodas. In Cuba, many people decorate their homes with
Christmas cards they
receive from family
or friends in the USA
because they do not
have much in the
way of Christmas
decorations.
This
year, they are sure to
feel God’s love during this holiday season through the generous actions of our
students.

Beaches Fine Arts Series
Beaches Fine Arts Series is thrilled to announce the return of the Grammy-winning Soweto
Gospel Choir in a special holiday program that is
also a Tribute to Nelson Mandela, on Sunday, December 16 at 4pm. This concert will be very well
attended, so be sure to arrive early. The doors
open at 3:15pm and seating is first come, first
served. A reception will follow, hosted by the Nelson Mandela Bay Youth Ambassadors. The reception will include artwork created by Brook
Ramsey. A big thank you goes out to Jax Spice,
which will be providing dinner for the ensemble.
Special thanks also to Bank of America, who
sponsors this concert.
Soweto Gospel Choir was formed to celebrate
the unique and inspirational power of African Gospel music. The 43-strong choir,
under the direction of Beverly Bryer,
draws on the best talent from the many
churches in and around Soweto. The choir
is dedicated to sharing the joy of faith
through music with audiences around the
world. Mixing African gospel with traditional hymns, Jamaican reggae, American
pop, and spiritually themed secular songs,
the Soweto Gospel Choir is an impressive
performing unit.
In January, we move to St. John’s Cathedral for our annual James D. Johnson
Memorial Organ Concert, sponsored by

by Kathy Wallis

the Jacksonville chapter of the American Guild of
Organists, on January 13 at 4 pm. The young virtuoso, Katelyn Emerson, will perform for this concert, and a reception will follow, hosted by the
AGO and the Choir of St. John’s Cathedral.
Organist Katelyn Emerson performs throughout North America and Europe, showcasing a repertoire from the 14ththrough the 21stcenturies with
“impressive technical facility and musicianship”
in performances that are “thrilling from beginning
to end” (Cleveland Classical).
We hope to see you at both of these great
events! In the meantime, Beaches Fine Arts Series
wishes all of you a blessed holiday season and
happy new year!
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Making a Difference in Our World

As Christians, we are called to serve others. The Community Outreach Committee invites you to make a
difference in the lives of others by committing to a community service project once a month.
December: Cookie donations for Pablo Towers Christmas Concert on December 7
Please consider donating a dozen cookies for the Pablo Towers Christmas Concert. Cookies should be securely wrapped and placed in the Christopher Lobby by noon on December 7. Of course, you can bring
your cookies to Pablo Towers the day of the concert and enjoy the festivities! Contact Jim Stuck, 904992-3946 or jimstuck@aol.com.
Christmas Caroling on December 9 from 4-6pm
Provide joy through song and gift stockings to our own shut-in parishioners. We will meet at the church
and car pool to the various locations. A gift Christmas stocking will be given to each person we visit. Everyone is welcome – many voices make a wonderful noise to the Lord. Please sign up in Christopher Lobby. Contact Jeane Richards, 904-910-7354 or jeanefrichards@att.net.
January:
Pablo Hamlet Clean-up on January 12 from 9am – 1pm
Assist elderly residents at Pablo Hamlet to clean those hard to reach spaces in their homes. (We will not be
moving refrigerators this time.) Volunteers will need to bring their own cleaning supplies. Many hands
make light work (middle and high schoolers are welcome if accompanied by an adult)! Please sign up in
the Christopher Lobby. Contact Jim Stuck, 904-992-3946 or jimstuck@aol.com.
February: Blood Donation on February 17 from 8am – 1pm in front of the church. One Blood will
have their blood mobile in front of church for anyone considering donating. Please consider giving the gift
of life. There is no need to sign-up to donate. Donors will receive a gift. Contact Jeane Richards, 904-9107354 or jeanefrichards@att.net.
Pablo Towers Birthday Party on February 18
SPBTS has been hosting the February birthday party for residents at Pablo Towers for many years. Please
consider participating in this wonderful, fun event. We are responsible for refreshments and entertainment
– our own Sid Spurgin is the Master of Ceremonies for this event. More information to follow. Contact
Jim Stuck @ 904-992-3946 or jimstuck@aol.com.

Lunch & Learn - December 4 & January 8

Bring a bag lunch and meet us in the Christopher Lobby at 11:30am on...
December 4 - The holidays are approaching and there is so much to do; how can we enjoy
it all? Pam Rillstone, will give us tips on stress reduction.
January 8 - The holidays are fast receding and it’s time to get control of your weight.
What are the safest, most effective ways to lose and keep those pounds off? Come and see!

Lenten Meditations

Even as we begin preparing for the birth of our Lord, it is time to begin to plan for our Lenten Meditation
booklet. Every year St. Paul’s by-the-Sea creates a Lenten booklet with meditations written by members
of our church family. The theme for this year’s Lenten Meditation booklet is Journeying Together in Love.
We are looking for volunteers to write meditations for the 2019 booklet. Meditations should be between
100-200 words. All writings are anonymous and authors will be recognized in a list of contributors at the
end of the booklet. Scripture for the day will be provided along with additional instructions. If you are interested in writing a meditation, please contact Jeane Richards, 910-9354 or jeanefrichards@att.net. All
meditations will be due by January 31, 2019.
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LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING AT BEACHES EPISCOPAL SCHOOL !

Admission News
January Open House

We invite you to attend the Admissions Open
House on Thursday, January 10. Learn about
the educational opportunities that BES students experience that will not only prepare them to be successful
for the next stage of their education, but also set them on a trajectory toward living remarkable lives. Join us at 9am for a personal
tour of the campus, refreshments, and a question and answer session with BES administration and parents. Parents of prospective
parents should contact Ashley Davis, Admissions Director, 2462466 x137 or adavis@beachesepiscopalschool.org for more information or to schedule an individual school tour.

Lessons & Carols

BES students will celebrate the Christmas
season with the annual Lessons and Carols
program on Wednesday, December 12 at
9am in the church. The celebration will
include Christmas hymns and 6th grade nativity play. St. Paul’s by-the-Sea members
are welcomed and encouraged to attend!

Upcoming Events
Event
Lessons and Carols
Christmas Break
Classes Resume
Admissions Open House
BES Social

Date
Wednesday, December 12, 9am
December 20 - January 4
January 7
January 10, 9am in Hope Hall
March 8 at Queen’s Harbour
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December
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
8a B’hood of
St. Andrew’s
8:45a AA Mtg

2
7:30a Eucharist
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
11:30a Steel Drum

3
8:10a BES Chapel
6p Centering Prayer
7p Guild of the
Christ Child
7:30p JSO Cello
Quartet Concert

4
9:30a Staff Mtg
10:30a Worship
Committee
11:30a Lunch &
Learn: Stress
Reduction
8p AA Meeting

5
6
8:10am BES Chapel 6:30p EFM
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Yoga
3:30p Child. Choir
5:30p Handbells
6p Advent Program
7p Chancel Choir
7:30p AA Mtg

9
10
Baptism Sunday
8:10a BES Chapel
7:30a Eucharist
6p Centering Prayer
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
11:30a Steel Drum
4p Outreach
Caroling

11
10a Staff Mtg
10a Cliff Rigsbee
Funeral, Fleet
Landing
11:30a Grief
Support
8p AA Meeting

12

13
14
9a BES L&C
10a Finance Mtg 12:30p Friday
9a Bible Study
6:30p EFM
Lunch Bunch
10:30a Eucharist
7p BFAS Board 6:30p AA Mtg
11:30a St Monica’s
11:30a Yoga
3:30p Child. Choir
5:30p Handbells
6p Advent Program
7p Chancel Choir
7:30p AA Mtg

15
8a B’hood of
St. Andrews
8a DOK
8:45a AA Mtg

16
7:30a Eucharist
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
11:30a Steel Drum
4p BFAS Soweto
Gospel Choir

17
8:10a BES Chapel
6p Centering Prayer
7p Guild of the
Christ Child

18
10a Staff Mtg.
6p Vestry Mtg
8p AA Meeting

19
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Yoga
3:30p Child. Choir
5:30p Handbells
6p Advent Study
7p Chancel Choir
7:30p AA Mtg

20
6:30p EFM

21
6:30p AA Mtg

22
8:45a AA Mtg

23
9a Disc the Bible
10a Lessons &
Carols

24
Parish Office
Closed
5p Family
Eucharist
9:30p Candlelight
Eucharist

25
Christmas Day

26
9a Bible Study
10:30a Eucharist
11:30a Yoga
7:30p AA Mtg

27
6:30p EFM

28
6:30p AA Mtg

29
8:45a AA Mtg

30
31
7:30a Eucharist
6p Centering Prayer
9a Disc the Bible
10a Eucharist
11:30a Steel Drum

7
6:30p AA Mtg

UPCOMING EVENTS
January 6 ~ Celebrating Epiphany
January 13 ~ Baptism Sunday
January 26 ~ Diocesan Convention

8
8:45p AA Mtg
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Phone: 904-249-4091 / Fax: 904-249-0409
Website: www.spbts.net
St. Paul’s by-the-Sea is committed to renewal based on powerful
worship, unconditional welcome for the seeker,
and passionate service to the community.
SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
7:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
9:00 AM—CHRISTIAN FORMATION
10:00 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
11:30 AM—SHORTS, SANDALS, & STEEL DRUM SERVICE
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 AM—BIBLE STUDY
10:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST
6:00 PM - TAIZE SERVICE (during Lent)

Tidings
from

St. Paul’s by-the-Sea
The deadline for articles to
appear in Tidings is the 15th
of the month.

Please email your articles to
Jerri at jmoats@spbts.net.

