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 Before I take you into the various duties of a 
Deacon and where my ministry is leading me, it is 
important to note that Deacons serve at the pleasure 
of their Bishop and, if assigned to a church parish, the 
Rector/Priest of that church. 
 If you were present at my ordination ceremony, 
you may have noticed the commands given to me by 
Bishop Howard. Together they highlight the typical 
duties of a Deacon in the Episcopal Church. In the 
Examination section of the Ordination of a Deacon in 
our Book of Common Prayer there are seven “You 
are to” commands which encompass the life of ser-
vice to which Deacons commit. They are: 
 

• You are to serve all people, particularly the 
poor, the weak, the sick and lonely. 

• You are to study the Holy Scriptures, seek 
nourishment from them and model your life 
upon them. 

• You are to make Christ and his redemptive 
love known, by your word and example, to 
those among whom you live, work, and wor-
ship.  

• You are to interpret to the Church the needs, 
concerns, and hopes of the world. 

• You are to assist the Bishop and priests in 
public worship and in ministration of God’s 
Word and Sacraments, and you are to carry 
out other duties assigned from time to time.  

• Your life and teaching are to show Christ’s 
people that in serving the helpless they are 
serving Christ himself. 

 

 As you may know, I have recently retired from 
my active role at Operation New Hope. Their mission 
is to help formerly incarcerated men and women tran-
sition successfully back into society. Since I am now 
“retired,” Reverend Louanne and I discussed the pos-
sibility of my being able to serve my beloved St. 
Paul’s by-the-Sea on a more regular basis rather than 
on occasion as time permitted. I know that God uses 
us to grow his kingdom on earth. As I was contem-
plating what I would do next, I felt a powerful call to 

offer assistance to Reverend Louanne as she leads us 
into an exciting time of growth in our church. 
 In addition to the various services in which I was 
previously involved, I am now in the church on most 
days and able to help with expanded pastoral care du-
ties, co-facilitating the Grief Support Group with 
Reverend Loch, and expanded opportunities to 
preach.   
 In discussing with Reverend Louanne how my 
background and talents can best be utilized going for-
ward, I have agreed to become actively involved in 
our Evangelism Ministry. I have begun speaking with 
new church members who have expressed an interest 
in helping to attract others to our worship services. 
Other initiatives include personal contact with guests 
who have visited our church and expressed some de-
sire for more information, and contact parents whose 
children we’ve baptized. 
 Our ministry will focus on the attraction and re-
tention of new members to St. Paul’s by-the-Sea. Par-
ticular attention will be devoted to ensuring that 
guests feel the same warm welcome that each of us 
experienced when we visited. My belief is that when 
we engage people, get to know them, and help them 
become involved in ministry, we will experience the 
growth that will result in our remaining a healthy, 
vibrant congregation serving our Lord and the com-
munities in which we live.   
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gested St. Paul’s by-the-Sea. Denise was raised Catho-
lic, and I felt our services would feel comfortable to 
her.  We knew the very first Sunday that this was the 
right church home for us.  Not only did we both feel 
the Spirit as we entered this beautiful church, but mo-
ments later Denise looked up to the altar to see one of 
her most respected mentors, Bill Carroll.  We had no 
idea Bill attended St. Paul’s let alone served as Dea-
con.  We now know God lead us here, where Bill 
would mentor both of us in our walk with God.  Don’t 
ever think God doesn’t have a plan.  It is just revealed 
to us when it is time. 
 I spent most of my business career in the banking 
and financial services industry. Four years ago, after 29 
years in financial services, I bought a metal fabrication 
business: a very different industry than banking but a 
heck of a lot more fun!  I have been a resident of At-
lantic Beach for 33 years.  I grew up in Gainesville and 
graduated from Jacksonville University.  Denise and I 
have two daughters, Alexis, who lives in Thomaston, 
GA, and Sarah, who we can very happily say moved 
back to Atlantic Beach a year ago with her husband.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 6 Worship Service Brings 

Youth, Grads, & BES students! 
Join us on May 6 as the youth help lead the wor-
ship service and provide special music. We will 
also celebrate our high school, college and uni-
versity, and Education for Ministry graduates.  

 Greetings to All – “Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” – 1 Corin-
thians 1:3. 
 It is my honor and privilege to have been asked by 
Rev. Louanne to serve as Senior Warden this year.  
Having served on the Vestry for 3 years, I know how 
important this role is for the church.  I pray each day 
that the Lord will guide me, awaking in me knowledge 
and strength to make the right decisions for our church.  
One thing I am very grateful for is that I had the oppor-
tunity to serve and learn from Wendy Wolfe over the 
last 3 years.  Her leadership has taught me well and I 
hope to fill the role as well as she did. Thank you, 
Wendy, for selflessly serving as Senior Warden the 
past 4 years.  The Church, and I, will continue to look 
to you for guidance and leadership.  I will also look to 
those who have previously served as Senior Warden 
for guidance. 
 The last 5 years I served as verger and reader at 
the church’s 7:30am service.  Those who attend that 
service and I have gotten to know each other a bit bet-
ter than members who regularly attend the 10:00 or 
11:30 services.  For those I have not had the pleasure to 
spend much time, I will briefly share a bit about me 
here:  Father Edward Harrison was the priest who pre-
sented me for confirmation in the Episcopal Church at 
St. Paul’s by-the-Sea in 1992.  I quietly attended 
church for many years as my daughter was growing up.  
As time went by I slipped away from regular attend-
ance.  Five years ago my wife, Denise, and I felt a 
strong pull to seek a church home.  We had periodical-
ly attended Community Presbyterian with my parents 
but it did not feel like the right place for us.  Given my 
history of confirmation in the Episcopal Church, I sug-

 

 by Alan Ennis 

Delicious Donuts, Delightful  
Company, & the Divine Word! 
 

It can’t get better than that! Join us Wednesday 
mornings at 9am in the Christopher Conference 
Room. We look forward to your company! 

Milestones 

Baptisms: Marietta Louise Stevens, April 1 
                 Emily Rose Stiles, April 12 
                 Stinson Wyatt Biggs, April 22 
 

Death:      Raymond Duncan, April 12 

Please Let Us Know 

Due to the HIPAA privacy laws, hospitals are 
not allowed to let us know if any of our parish-
ioners have been admitted. So, give us a call, or 
ask a family member to call, to let us know.  

Continental Breakfasts 

Continental breakfasts in the Christopher Lobby begin May 
27. If you are able to prepare and serve a breakfast, please sign 
up for a Sunday on the sheet posted on the bulletin board in the 
Christopher Lobby. All costs are reimbursed.  
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 Many thanks to those who gave to Episcopal Relief and Development “Gift for Life” during Lent. We 
raised enough money to purchase one flock of chickens, one goat, one family garden (enough seeds and training 
for a year), and 10 mosquito nets with training to prevent malaria. These gifts will help many people who other-
wise would not have these resources – THANKS! 
 Thanks also to those who donated blood on April 29 when One Blood came to SPBTS during Sunday ser-
vices. Giving blood is truly the “gift of life”. 
 

Here are some service opportunities coming up this summer: 
 Beaches Habitat Women’s Build 5/8-10 If you can swing a 

hammer call Sarah at Habitat, 241-1222. 
 USPS Stamp Out Hunger food drive 5/12 – both BEAM and 

Mission House will need volunteers to sort the canned goods 
given to their organizations. BEAM contact info: 241-2326 
or jaxbeam@bellsouth.net; website: jaxbeam.org and Mis-
sion House is 241-6767, email: info@misionhousejax.org or 
website: missionhousejax.org.  

 

Because summertime is vacation time, BEAM 
can always use extra volunteers to fill in for 
those on vacation. Please call the BEAM office 
at 241-7437 and talk to Colleen Brennan our 
volunteer coordinator. 
 Also, a reminder that Back to School with 
BEAM is August 8. Quality children’s clothes 
are needed as well as monetary donations to pur-
chase underwear and school supplies. 

 

Stations Icons for St. Mary’s in Cuba 
Anne Brodt has scheduled an icon workshop for June 4-8 to make a set of the Stations of the Cross 
icons to donate to our Cuban companion church, St. Mary’s in Rodas.  If you have experience with icon 
writing and would like to help with this project, please contact Ann Brodt, 221-5638 or 
abrodt@live.com 

Look up members in our church directory 
 

Update your personal information 
 

Give online - one time & recurring gifts 
 

View giving history & print statements 
 

Make & keep track of pledges 

mailto:jaxbeam@bellsouth.net
mailto:info@misionhousejax.org
mailto:abrodt@live.com
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 SPY kept busy 
in April, with many 
special events and 
activities including 
celebrating the resur-
rection of our Lord 
on Easter, and pre-
paring the egg hunt 
for the children!  
 Happening #137 
went off without a 

hitch and was very well attended with 57 candi-
dates. We had a great weekend and are so 
thankful to have been a part of it! I thank the 
team members for all of their hard work!  
      As I write this we are preparing a St. Paul’s 
by-the-Sea float for the Opening of the Beaches 
Parade! We expect to have a great time going 
out into community. We plan to pass out flyers 
and SPBTS magnets to the spectators. Many 
thanks to the Brotherhood of St. Andrew for 
their help with this project. We can’t do it with-
out you! 
      Looking ahead into May, it is shaping up to 
be an exciting way to end another school year. 
On May 6 we will celebrate our Youth and 
Graduates during the 10am service! Seniors 
will preach at the 7:30am and 10:00am ser-
vices. Also at 10am, students from Beaches 
Episcopal School and our children’s choir will 
offer special music. It will be an amazing day, 
and I hope you will join us as we celebrate our 
graduates and youth! The rest of May will be 
spent closing out the school year with our regular meetings on Wednesday and Sunday! We will also prepare to 
send our high school students to Atlanta for a week of mission in July. Although the school year may be coming to 
a close soon, we are excited for summer activities and outreach projects!  
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Saturday, November 17th, 8am-2pm 

      Crafty people are already at work every Thursday at 9:30am in the Stormes Hall, prepar-
ing for the Arts and Crafts department of this year’s event. Your ideas and your help would 
be very welcome!  
      Please store your donations for the collectible department as long as possible. Call Vir-
ginia Wood, 246-4007, if you are donating a large item.  
      Evie Gabrielle is beginning the task of contacting each household in the congregation to find out what you are 
planning to make, bake, or donate to our annual and largest single fund raising event. (Evie would welcome a call 
from you to let her know what you plan to make.) Save and bring your mayo jars to the church for Evie to fill with 
her delicious soups and sauces. 

Recycling for  
Incredible Edibles 

Wanted: 8 & 4 ounce Ball, Ma-
son, or Kerr canning jars.  Char-
lotte Crouse would like to keep 
the cost of making her jams and 
preserves down, so she can pass 

those savings on to you at the next Incredi-
ble Edibles. Please place your clean, emp-
ty jelly jars in the labeled basket under the 
table in the office reception area. 

Second Friday Lunch Bunch 

The Second Friday Lunch Bunch - all are welcome - will meet May 

11, 12:30, at Beach Diner on Atlantic Blvd. in Atlantic Beach.  

Please join us for conversation, fellowship and a good lunch! 

 
 

The Incredible Edibles Crafters are at it again and 
we hope you will give us a try! If you’re not all 
that crafty, there are still jobs for you to do, and 
there’s lots of fun, fellowship, and laughter! We 

meet at 9:30 on Thursday mornings in our new craft room.  Just 
enter through the playground gate at the south end of Stormes Hall; 
our door will have a sign on it.  If you get lost, ask in the church 
office, and someone will point you in the right direction. 
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Sudoku 
 
 

Sudoku is back!  This is an easy one. 
 

There's no math involved.  
 

You solve it with reasoning & logic. 
It's fun. It's challenging. It's addictive! 

 

Enter digits from 1 to 9 into the blank spac-
es. Every row must contain one of each digit, 
so must every column, as must every 3x3 
square. Have fun! 



-6- 

LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING AT BEACHES EPISCOPAL SCHOOL ! 

 Enrollment Heating Up! BES Accepting Applications 
 
 

BES is currently accepting applications for the 2018-2019 
academic year.  If you know of parents who are looking 
for an exceptional education for their child, they can con-
tact our Admissions Director, Ashley Davis, 246-2466 
ext. 137 or via email at adavis@beachesepiscopalschool.org. Word of mouth 
is our greatest source of marketing. You are our most dedicated advocates, 
and we truly appreciate your support. Also, remember that tithing members 
of SPBTS may receive a discount on tuition. Interested families may contact 
Jerri Moats in the church office for more information. 
 
We are nearly full in multiple grade levels, so please submit your applica-
tions now to secure a spot. Go to www.BeachesEpiscopalSchool.org, and 
click on the Admissions tab for more information about the application pro-
cess and how to apply online. 

Upcoming Events 

                 EVENT                                              DATE 
 Challenge Day Friday, May 18  
  PreK3 and PreK4 at 10-11am 
  K-6 at 12:30-2:45pm 
 

 Awards Assembly Wednesday, May 23 8:10am 
 

 Graduation Ceremony Friday, May 25 at 10:30am 
 

  Summer Camp Dates June 11-15, June 18-22, June 25-29, 
  and July 9-13 

Register Online for  
BES Summer Camp! 

Mark your calendars and make plans now for 
your children to attend the 2018 BES Summer 
Camp.  Go to www.BeachesEpiscopalSchool.org 
to register your students online for this year's 
camp program! The camp will run during the fol-
lowing weeks: June 11-15, June 18-22, June 25-
29, and July 9-13 and is open to students enter-
ing prek4 through sixth grade. You can find out 
more about this year’s camp from Dallas Skor-
nia, Director of Communications, at 246-2466 
x.121, or dskornia@beachesepiscopalschool.org.   
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MAY 
  

Sunday 
  

  

Monday 

  

Tuesday 

  

Wednesday 

  

Thursday 

  

Friday 

  

Saturday 

  1 
8a SPY Breakfast 
10a Staff Mtg 
8p AA Meeting 
  

2 
7:30a Eucharist 
8:10a BES Chapel 
9a Bible Study 
10:30a Eucharist 
11:30a Yoga 
6p SPY Bible Study 
7:30p AA Mtg 

3 
7:30a BES Exec 
9:30a Crafters   
6:30p EFM 
 

4 
12p BES Teach. 
   Apprec. Lunch 
7p Minke/Huls 
   recital 

5 
8a B’hood Mtg 
8:45a AA Mtg  
  
  
  

6 Graduation  
      Youth Sunday 
7:30a Eucharist 
8:15a Breakfast 
9a Disc the Bible 
10a  Eucharist 
10a Children’s SS 
11:30 MS SPY 
11:30a Sandals, 
    S,S Eucharist 
6p HS SPY 

7 
8:10a BES  
   Chapel 
11a Cursillo Grp 
6:30p BES  
   Board 
7p Guild of the 
   Christ Child           

8 
10a Staff Mtg 
8p AA meeting 
  

9 
7:30a Eucharist 
8:10a BES Chapel 
9a Bible Study 
10:30a Eucharist 
11:30a St Monica’s 
11:30a Yoga 
6p SPY Bible Study 
7:30p AA Mtg 

10 
9:30a Crafters 
6:30p EFM 
  

11 
12:30p Lunch 
   Bunch 
 

12 
 8:45a AA Mtg 
  

13  Mother’s Day 
7:30a Eucharist 
8:15a Breakfast 
9a Disc the Bible 
10a  Eucharist 
10a Children’s SS 
11:30a MS SPY 
11:30a Sandals,      
   S,S Eucharist 
6p HS SPY 

14 
8:10a BES  
   Chapel 
11a Cursillo Grp 

15 
10a Staff Mtg. 
11:30a Finance  
   Meeting 
4p BES Athletic 
   Banquet 
8p AA Meeting 

16 
7:30a Eucharist 
8:10a BES Euch  
9a Bible Study 
10:30a Eucharist 
11:30a Yoga 
6p SPY Bible Study 
7:30p AA Mtg 
 

17 
9:30a Crafters 
12p Office Vol. 
   Lunch 
6p EFM 
 

18 
BES Challenge 
   Day 

19 
8a B’hood Mtg 
8a DOK 
8:45a AA Mtg 
 

20   Pentecost 
7:30a Eucharist 
8:15a Breakfast 
9a Disc the Bible 
10a  Eucharist 
10a Children’s SS 
11:30a MS SPY 
11:30a Sandals 
     S,S, Eucharist 
6p HS SPY        

21 
8:10a BES  
   Chapel 
11a Cursillo Grp 
7p Guild of the 
     Christ Child 
 

22 
10a Staff Mtg. 
6:30p Vestry Mtg 
8p AA Meeting 
  

23 
7:30a Eucharist 
8:10a BES  
   Awards Chapel 
8:10a BES Chapel 
9a Bible Study 
10:30a Eucharist 
11:30a Yoga 
6p SPY Bible Study 
7:30p AA Mtg 
 

24 
9:30 Crafters 
6:30p EFM 

  

25 
10:30a BES  
   Graduation  
 

26 
 8:45a AA Mtg 

27   
7:30a Eucharist 
8:15a 1st Continen- 
   tal Bkfst in the  
   C. Lobby 
9a Disc the Bible 
10a  Eucharist 
10a Children’s SS 
11:30a Sandals,     
      S,S Eucharist   
 

28Memorial Day 
Parish office  
   closed  

29 
10a Staff Mtg. 
8p AA Meeting 

30 
7:30a Eucharist 
9a Bible Study 
10:30a Eucharist 
11:30a Yoga 
6p SPY Bible Study 
7:30p AA Mtg 

31 
9:30a Crafters 
6:30p EFM 

  

  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

June 17- Fathers’ Day 

Wednesday Music Rehearsals 
3:30p Children’s Choir 
4:30p SPY Choir 
5p Bell Choir 
7p Chancel choir 

Wednesday Music Rehearsals 
3:30p Children’s Choir 
4:30p SPY Choir 
5p Bell Choir 
7p Chancel Choir 

Wednesday Music Rehearsals 
3:30p Children’s Choir 
4:30p SPY Choir 
5p Bell Choir 
7p Chancel Choir 

Wednesday Music Rehearsals 
3:30p Children’s Choir 
4:30p SPY Choir 
5p Bell Choir 
7p Chancel Choir 
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Tidings  
from  

St. Paul’s by-the-Sea 
  
  

The deadline for articles to 
appear in Tidings is the 15th 

of the month. 
  

Please email your articles to 
Jerri at jmoats@spbts.net. SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

7:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST 

9:00 AM—CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

10:00 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST 
  

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

7:00 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST 

10:30 AM—HOLY EUCHARIST 

6:00 PM - TAIZE SERVICE (during Lent) 

St. Paul’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church 
  

First Church of the Beaches, Est. 1886 

  

465 Eleventh Avenue N · Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 ·  

Phone: 904-249-4091 / Fax: 904-249-0409 

  

Website: www.spbts.net  
  

St. Paul’s by-the-Sea is committed to renewal based on powerful 

worship, unconditional welcome for the seeker, 

 and passionate service to the community.  
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